Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, October 9, 2011

Minutes

The meeting opened at noon with silent worship. Charles Blanchard clerked the meeting.
Thirty-one Friends were present. Nancy Wilkinson read the reflections of the Mutual Care
Committee on the Advices and Queries on Reaching Out. The agenda was reviewed and
approved with a change under old business to indicate that four nominations were seasoning.

The minutes of the September 11, 2011 Meeting for Business were read and approved with the
following corrections: in Clerk’s Business and Correspondence, the full name of the Friends
World Committee for Consultation includes “Section of the Americas;” in New Business, Sherrin
Loyd’s name has one “I;” in the Representative to PYM Report a bracketed comment was
deleted; in Worship and Ministry Committee Report the last sentence was rewritten to read —
“The committee will decide whether or not the change is significant enough to bring back to the
meeting for business;” and in the same report, Al Thompson’s name was added to those who
arranged Rich Tittle’s memorial service.

Clerk’s Business and Correspondence

The Clerk thanked Thomas Yamaguchi and Peter Lin for getting the October newsletter out in
the absence of a newsletter editor. Correspondence included a donation thank you from the
editor of the Western Friend Kathy Hyzy and a clerk’s letter of introduction for Lynne and Peter
D’Angelo who were part of the Friendly Folk Dancers performing and traveling in Northern
Yearly Meeting, “to strengthen bonds, to share the joy of dance and to forward the movement
of peace.” Dee Rossman’s daughter Wendy expressed the appreciation of the family, and
especially of the grandchildren, for Dee’s memorial service and the help provided by Charles
Blanchard, Rhea Farley, Tom Yamaguchi, and Elizabeth Strain.

Old Business

Nominations (Nominating Committee) (Nancy Wilkinson) The Committee has heard no
concerns about the nominations of Ted Obbard as clerk of the Care of the Meeting Committee,
Sherrin Loyd as a member of Worship and Ministry Committee, Rick Herbert as Representative
to Friends Committee on Legislation of California, and Emily Thurston as the Newsletter Editor.
The recommendations were approved. The Meeting expressed its ongoing appreciation to
Nancy Wilkinson and to the four Friends for their willingness to serve.

New Business

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Susan Strong) Susan reminded Friends of the
Meeting’s earlier 2006 minute on climate change that focused on what we ourselves as



individuals could do in response to climate change. She reported that the Friends Committee
on National Legislation had requested Friends’ Meetings and Churches to consider a climate
change minute that called upon policy makers to take action. It will eventually be posted on
the FCNL's website. She then read the minute. Friends felt that the proposed new minute was
supported by the 2006 minute and the 2010 Earthcare Testimony that the Meeting had
approved. Several Friends had suggestions for editing and formatting. The Committee will
bring back a final version for action.

Reports

Care of the Meeting Committee (Larry Strain) Larry reported that the committee had
reexamined its role. They have found their work is to support the Meeting community and to
foster community in our Meeting. An incomplete list of ways this is achieved would include
Meeting for Worship, newcomers brunches, speaking names at the end of meeting, mutual
care activities, Site Committee work, Friendly Sevens, Quakerism 101, after Meeting adult
forum, young adult brunches, and so on. Thus, the work to support community is not just Care
of the Meeting Committee’s work, but many committees within the Meeting. In reviewing who
might be doing the retreats and Twelfth Month event, so far the committee has reserved a
place for the Spring Retreat at Quaker Center Ben Lomond on the last weekend in April. We
can cancel the reservation if no one comes forward to plan the retreat.

But the committee had not heard back from any Friends about working on the Twelfth Month
event which is upon us. Larry Strain, as Alternate Clerk, did reserve a place for the Twelfth
Month event at the North Berkeley Senior Center on December 17t from 5 -9 pm. In the spirit
of acknowledging that building community is the responsibility of all of us, Care of the Meeting
Committee is now inviting each Meeting committee to contribute something to the event, be it
a skit, a service project, cards/gifts drive, or ensuring that there are enough cookies. Care of
the Meeting Committee asks that committees be thinking about how they would like to
contribute, and wanted to make it clear that this was an invitation not an obligation. An item
will be placed in the Newsletter about this.

Communications Committee (Peter Lin) Peter reported that the committee is proposing
posting the recent Meeting group photograph as a banner on our web site and requested that
Friends contact the Committee if they had concerns about posting pictures. They are also
working on an integrated platform for all the Meeting documents that are now located in
several places. The electronic resources subcommittee is planning to provide committees with
a “sandbox” where they can edit documents. Training will be provided on how to do this.
Concerns about these directions should be conveyed to the Communications Committee.



Announcements

James Hosley reported that he had taken it upon himself to address the out of control
thermostat in the Meeting space. Others expressed concerns about musty, possibly mold
spores in the air, wondering it the air system filtered had been replaced. Facilities Committee
will make sure that the garbage cans are outside the Meeting space before meeting for
worship.

Stephen McNeil noted several volunteer opportunities for greeters at the Oakland Islamic
Cultural Center during the AFSC’s showing of Windows and Mirrors in October.

Deborah Marks noted that the Pacific Yearly Meeting Subcommittee on Racial Justice was
holding a Spring workshop at Ben Lomond Quaker Center.

The next Business Meeting will be held on November 13, 2011 at noon at the Berkeley
Technology Academy.

The meeting closed at 1:15 p.m. with silent worship.

Submitted by: Charles Blanchard, clerk, Larry Strain, Alternate Clerk; and Stephen McNeil,
Recording Clerk



