
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, September 13, 2009 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship.  Susan Burr clerked the meeting.  Twenty-eight 
Friends were present.   Kathy Barnhart read the reflections of the Peace, Earthcare & Social Witness 
Committee on the Advices and Queries on Simplicity.   
 
The minutes of the July 12, 2009 Meeting for Business and the August 30, 2009 Called Meeting for 
Business were read and approved without correction.  
 
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
 
The Meeting has received a letter from Senator Dianne Feinstein in response to our letter about Tristan 
Anderson.  She noted that the Israeli government is doing an investigation into the incident and that she 
will keep our concerns in mind if the issue comes before the Senate.  
 
Friends Committee on National Legislation has sent us a letter thanking us for our annual $150 donation. 
 
The Meeting has received a letter from Mary Miche requesting transfer of her membership from our 
meeting to Redwood  Forest Meeting.  The letter was referred to the Care of the Meeting Committee. 
 
Pacific Yearly Meeting sent us a letter informing us that the Youth Program Coordinator position has 
been approved.  Meetings and individuals are asked to donate to the Yearly Meeting to help with the 
costs.  In addition to the regular annual assessment, meetings are asked to consider contributing $38 per 
member for the position.  The letter was referred to the Finance Committee. 
 
Old Business 
 
Naming Committee (Clerk) (Susan Burr) No concerns have been expressed concerning the 
nominations to the Naming Committee of Tom Yamaguchi (Convener), Margaret Schneider, and Kathy 
Barnhart.  The Meeting approved the nominations. 
 
Membership Transfer Request of Marianne Kearney-Brown (Care of the Meeting Committee) 
(Susan Burr) No concerns have been expressed concerning Marianne Kearney-Brown’s request for 
transfer of membership to our meeting.  The Meeting approved the request.  Her welcoming committee 
will be Betsy Morris (Convener), Sandra Lewis and Barbara Perry.  
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee) (John McCarthy) The Committee has received no concerns 
about the nomination of Cheryl Christian to serve as Newsletter Editor.   The Meeting approved the 
nomination. 
 
New Business 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee) (John McCarthy) The Committee nominates Laura Miller to 
serve on the Loaves and Fishes Committee.  Her nomination will season for one month.  
 
The Committee has been having difficulty in filling several open positions.  It may be time for the 
Meeting to consider whether it should cut back on the work the Meeting does so that all positions can be 



filled.  The Committee encourages people to volunteer for the following open positions:  Loaves & 
Fishes, Facilities (two positions), Retreat Committee, Mutual Care, Teen Coordinator, and First Day 
School (Upper Primary). 
 
Hospitality Committee Revised Job Description (Hospitality Committee)(Roxanne Crittenden) The 
Committee presented a revised job description. No major changes were made.  The title of the annual 
Christmas event was changed to the “December holiday event”.  The job description was also changed to 
reflect the cooperation of the Committee with other committees.  These include the Care of the Meeting 
Committee in new member welcomings, the Loaves and Fishes Committee and the Peace Earthcare and 
Social Witness Committee on the locavore potlucks and the Worship and Ministry Committee on creating 
worship sharing queries for the Friendly Sevens and Eights.  The Meeting approved the revised job 
description. 
 
A discussion occurred on the December holiday event.  In the past the Clerk has had to organize the 
people necessary to plan the event.  Hospitality Committee believes the responsibility for the event should 
be held more broadly.  It has worked in the past with the Clerk, the First Day School Committee and the 
Loaves and Fishes Committee.  The Hospitality Committee has suggested that each year an ad hoc 
committee should be formed.  One Friend expressed concern that we are losing something by changing 
the title of the event from “Christmas” to “Holiday”.  Another Friend suggested calling the event a 
“Celebration of Light”.  Several Friends concurred.    
 
The Meeting asked Care of the Meeting Committee to work with the Hospitality Committee to determine 
what should be the purpose of the event, whether we should rename it and who should carry it out. 
 
 
Reports 
 
Retreat Committee (Barbara Perry) The Fall Retreat will be held October 10, 2009 from 9 a.m. until 
3:30 p.m. at Berkeley Friends Meeting.  The theme will be “Living our lives in harmony with the Spirit as 
it moves us”.   We will also be considering our history as a Meeting as we observe our 30th anniversary.  
Friends are encouraged to attend. 
 
Treasurer (Beth Wrightson) An Income and Expense Report and a Balance Sheet as of August 31, 2009 
were distributed.  Beth noted that the Meeting had expended about $10,000 more than income received.  
She also explained our donations to other organizations.  She urged Friends to make their annual donation 
as soon as possible.    
 
First Day School Committee (Jay Smith) The Committee needs volunteers to help with First Day 
School.   
 
Terra and Erik Wilson were thanked for their work over the summer.   
 
There are currently about 30 children participating in First Day School.  
 
 The teen program needs further organization.  It is difficult because we do not have a permanent site.   
 
The committee is planning to have the school aged children come on the first First Day of the month to 
hear the advices and queries read.  In First Day School the children and parents would reflect on them 
together. 
 
The Committee intends to distribute UNICEF boxes so that children can collect donations on Halloween. 



 
One friend suggested that we might have an Adult Education session to reflect on the testimonies once a 
month with children, parents and others participating. 
 
Jay Smith and Katherine Youngmeister intend to meet this week with the Berkeley Technology Academy 
faculty to discuss our relationship with the Academy. 
 
Worship and Ministry Committee (Sarah Hawthorne) Rachel Findley with be ordained as an 
interfaith minister by the Interfaith Chaplaincy Institute on October 24, 2009.  Any Friends who would 
like to attend should contact Rachel.  Her ordination will allow her to be certified by the Association of 
Professional Chaplains.  The Committee distributed a statement by Rachel on how she views this 
ordination in light of her being a Quaker.  A Friend expressed appreciation for the work which Rachel is 
doing. 
 
The Committee distributed a newly created pamphlet on Meeting for Worship.  Instead of rules or 
advices, the Committee decided to describe our practices.  Friends with suggestions on the pamphlet 
should contact the Committee. 
 
The Committee is considering ways that our Meeting can develop an understanding of what it means to 
hold a person in the Light.  It will be working with the Mutual Care Committee and the Care of the 
Meeting Committee on this. 
 
Announcements 
 
Friendly Sevens and Eights will be held October 24-25, 2009 
 
There will be a Tabling Day October 4, 2009 where nonprofit organizations working on issues of Peace, 
Earthcare and Social Witness will participate. 
 
Chico Friends Meeting will hold an open house October 4, 2009 from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
There will be an International Day of Action on October 24, 2009 for the movement to eliminate carbon 
emissions. 
 
Friends Committee on Legislation of California will hold a fund raising event on November 19, 2009 at 
Berkeley Hillside Club.  
 
The next Quarterly Meeting will be held October 17-18, 2009. 
 
The next Business Meeting will be held on October 11, 2009 at 12 p.m. at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy after the locavore potluck.   
 
The meeting closed at 2:00 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Susan Burr, Acting Clerk;   Joyce Samati, Acting Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, 
Recording Clerk 


