
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business 

September 10, 2017 Minutes 
 

The Meeting opened at 11:55 a.m. with silent worship. Ralph Murphy clerked the Meeting.  Thirty-eight Friends 
were present.   

Phyllis Malandra shared responses from the Loaves & Fishes Committee to the Advices and Queries on Peace. 
Friends returned to worship to reflect on these and  additional responses were given.  The minutes for the July 9, 
2017 Meeting for Business were approved as read.  

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: 
 
We received thanks for our $150 donations to the Western Friend, the Friends Committee on Legislation-CA and 
the Friends Committee on National Legislation.  Pamela A. Mederos-Streetz and Amelia Victoria Mederos-Streetz 
have submitted letters requesting membership.  Their requests for membership were referred to the Care of the 
Meeting Committee.   
 
The Clerk stated  that his naming of Peter Lin, convener, Judith Schumacher-Jennings and Mary White to the 
Naming Committee was posted on the listserve last month and no concerns have been raised .  The Meeting 
approved these Friends to serve on the Naming Committee. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Membership Request (Care of the Meeting Committee, Rhea Farley)  The membership transfer request of Marj 
Byler has seasoned over the past two months. No concerns were brought forward to the Care of the Meeting 
Committee and the request was approved by the Meeting. The welcoming committee for Marj will be Mary 
White (convener), Susan Strong and Rick Herbert. 
 
New Business: 
 
Nominating Committee (Jay Cash)  Jay Cash reported that Raven Moon has requested release from  the 
Communications Committee.  The Meeting has released her with thanks.  Nominating Committee now 
nominates Sarah Hawthorne for membership on the Communications Committee.  The nomination will season 
for a month.  Any concerns should be raised with a member of the Nominating Committee. 
 
Reports: 
 
Treasurer (Richard Leath)  Richard Leath called attention to the written report.  We have spent $20,559 more 
than we have taken in in donations.  That is a little more than usual.  The recommended amount for an annual 
donation to the Meeting is $625.  Weekly announcements will be made to the Meeting going forward to year 
end.   
 
Berkeley Meeting/Strawberry Creek Meeting Joint Working Group (Tom Yamaguchi)  Tom Yamaguchi 
presented a report from the six members of the working group:  Tom Bird, Zoe Koehler, Kylin Navarro, Judy Tate, 
Margaret Mossman, and Tom Yamaguchi.  The group convened to consider ways we might work together.  It  
supported Steve Smith’s talk on September 8th, providing snacks, set up and clean up. 
 
Having heard of the Smith’s family health issues, we stopped the report and held the Smith family in the Light. 
 
The group discussed various directions that a collaboration could go, with written input from Margaret Mossman 
and Ralph Murphy.  The Thursday evening worship has been reactivated.  Kylin Navarro and Tom Yamaguchi are 
point people for the working group.  The working group will meet again on October 1. 
 



One Friend  encouraged the working group to consider including Berkeley Friends Church in the collaboration.  
The names of Keith Barton and Dharma Galang were suggested as possible contacts. 
 
Worship and Ministry Committee (Elizabeth Strain) Elizabeth Strain reported that the Thursday night worship at 
7 pm  at Vine Street is resuming in the parlor.  Several adult education sessions have been planned: one for 
September 17th when participants will talk about spiritual practices used outside of meeting; another on some 
aspect of Quaker history; a presentation and crafts sale by Friends House Moscow; and two evening sessions on 
“othering.”   
 
Worship and Ministry was thanked for keeping us in balance at the last meeting for worship when an attender 
announced with passion tinged with racist comments her leaving the Meeting.  While individuals in the Meeting 
had reached out to her over the two years since her last message in meeting for worship, it is the Worship and 
Ministry Committee who is best suited to keep the Meeting a safe place and a place for centering.  We spent 
some time in reflecting what happened last week.  It was seen as an attack on identity by some, with several 
walking out, one in tears.  While we acknowledged that the person who spoke was in pain and hurt, we also 
acknowledged that maybe as a Meeting we cannot contain that pain and hurt.  One Friend said she was troubled 
that concern was not expressed for the speaker who may have given the best message that she could.  A 
member noted that the worship and silence did get deeper and deeper after the speaker left and  that she was 
grateful for this.  Another commented that the people who got up and left were extremely helpful to her.  This 
was a good opportunity to understand our capacity for spiritual labor for the sake of unity. 
 
It was suggested that we have an after Meeting session on how we as a Meeting might respond.  A Friend said 
that he too was grateful to the people who acted: our testimonies such as the one on equality should come 
before an individual’s needs.  Sometimes everyone’s needs cannot be met simultaneously. 
 
Announcements:  Tom Yamaguchi announced the College Park Quarterly Meeting will be held at Sierra Friends 
Center on October 13-15.  Jay Cash said that the Meeting Retreat will be October 7 in the Community Room of 
Redwood Gardens at 2550 Dana Street at 1 pm.  Rhea Farley announced that the welcoming brunch for “new” 
people will be held on October 29th.  Stephen McNeil announced that Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness 
Committee is hosting a book group on George Lakey’s Viking Economics at Vine Street on three evenings in 
November (11/ 9, 11/16, and 11/30).  Letter writing to public officials has been going well with 20 letters sent on 
the last two First Days of the month.  There will be a locavore potluck in the Fall and Spring with the next one 
October 8th.  The next PESW Committee meeting on September 23 will start with a ten minute presentation on 
Quaker Earthcare Witnesss by Shelley Tanenbaum.  All are invited to come for those first ten minutes and then 
feel free to leave the meeting. 
 
The Meeting closed at about 1:10 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
The next Meeting for Business will be held on October 9, 2017, at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy.  Friends are encouraged to bring food for the locavore potluck. 
 
Submitted by: Ralph Murphy, Clerk, Rachel Findley, Alternate Clerk, and Stephen McNeil, Recording Clerk. 


