
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, First Day, May 13, 2007

Minutes
 
The meeting opened at 12:10 p.m. with silent worship, Larry Strain clerked.  Thirty-one 
Friends were present.  Jay Roger Smith read reflections of the First Day School 
Committee on the Advices & Queries on Reaching Out.
 
Minutes of the April 8, 2007 Meeting for Business were approved with no corrections.

Correspondence & Clerk’s Business

The meeting received letters of thanks from FCNL, AFSC, and The Food Pantry for our 
continued financial contributions and individual participation in these organizations.

The meeting received a request from Thomas Murray for a transfer of his membership to 
Hong Kong Monthly Meeting.

The meeting received a request from Susan McAlpine for a transfer of her membership to 
France Yearly Meeting.

The meeting received a letter from Dick and Barbara Emmons requesting that their 
membership be laid down.

The Clerk announced that the annual board meeting of the Strawberry Creek Monthly 
Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends would take place after the Meeting for 
Business.  All are welcome to attend. 

Old Business

Nominating Committee (Charlie Blanchard):  The 2007-2008 Nominations have 
seasoned for one month, and the committee has not heard any concerns.  The meeting 
approved the 2007-2008 Nominations.  Nominating Committee will bring nominations 
for Library Committee next month because the Library Committee has not proposed to 
reorganize at this time.
 
Care of the Meeting (Nancy Wilkinson):  After a month of seasoning and by 
recommendation from the committee, the meeting approved the transfer of Rhea Farley’s 
membership from Redding Monthly Meeting to Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting.  A 
Welcoming Committee was formed: Joyce Samati (Convener), Dee Rossman, and Sandra 
Lewis.

New Business



Nominating Committee (Charlie Blanchard):  The following nominations were brought 
forward and will be seasoned for one month: Steven McNeil for service on Peace, Earth 
care & Social Witness Committee; Sally Hindman for service on Loaves & Fishes 
Committee, and Sandra Lewis to be named representative to Friends in Unity with 
Nature.

The following members are being released from service on the Nominating Committee: 
Lora Cornell and Susan Burr.  The Nominating Committee will not seek replacements.

Reports

Treasurer (Ralph Murphy):  As of April 2007, the meeting had outspent its income by 
$10,000.  Last year at this time the meeting outspent its income by $9,000.  The Treasurer 
and Finance Committee were concerned that this expenditure was a little high.  Friends 
were asked, if able, not to postpone making their donations to the meeting’s funds.  The 
meeting currently has $13,000 in checking, and $86,000 in total assets.  There is $37,000 
available for the General Funds.  There is $49,000 of conditional pledges and $40,000 for 
the Site Contingency Fund, which includes the letters of intent.                             

Mutual Care Committee (Joyce Samati):  The meeting had lost touch with a few 
couples who were married under the care of the meeting.  The committee recommends 
that all who are married under the care of the meeting continue to be listed in the 
directory even when they move away.

First Day School Committee (Jay Roger Smith):  The First Day School Committee had 
a meeting with 12 of the parents to hear the parents’ voices regarding the religious 
education of their children.  In an effort to harness and transmit the wisdom of the 
meeting to the children, the First Day School Committee was inviting individuals in the 
meeting to speak to the First Day School.  On May 20, 2007, Laura Magnani will give a 
talk on Friends’ Testimonies.  On June 6, 2007, Carl Thiermann will give a talk about 
American Friends Service Committee and Quaker activities in the 1960’s.  The talks will 
be given during the First Day School hour as an elective for the children.  A Friend 
voiced that he would like these sessions to be mandatory for the children.

Finance/Site Committees (Peter Trueblood):  The Finance Committee had created 
instructions for individuals who wished to contribute to the Site Contingency Fund by 
automatic payment.

The Finance and Site Committee also submitted a proposed minute to the meeting for the 
purpose of protecting donors’ privacy and to protect the Meeting from knowledge that 
could be divisive or embarrassing.  The following minute was approved by the meeting:

“The Strawberry Creek Meeting approves a policy that all donations, including letters of 



intent (aka pledges), shall be confidential.  The Treasurer and the Finance Committee 
alone will have access to this information.  In future all letters of intent and all 
contributions to the site fund shall be sent directly to the Treasurer or placed in the red 
box.  The Treasurer will report on the state of donations and letters of intent and make 
available to the Clerk of Site Committee the names of those responding.”

This minute and a copy of the instructions to make automatic donations to the Site 
Contingency Fund will be included in the next newsletter.

Sierra Friends Center (Joyce Samati):  The highlights of the Spring Board Meeting 
were reported.  The up-coming “Family Work Camp” costs $50.00.  A guardian must 
accompany a minor for this work camp.  The Youth Camp for ages 9-14 is $1000.  Two 
students will be hiking from the Pacific Crest Trail in Washington State to the Mexico 
boarder to raise money for the Woolman semester.  They are currently asking for 
donations.  Carl Magruder wrote an article for the current Woolman Semester newsletter. 

Peace Earth care and Social Witness Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum):  The current 
committee was planning a fundraising dinner for Friends Committee on Legislation and 
the Sierra Friends Center for September or October of 2007.  Details will follow. 

Announcements

College Park Quarterly Meeting will be held on May 18, 19, and 20, 2007 at Ben 
Lomond, California.  Please speak to Carl Anderson for more details.

A Friend asked Friends to look at our website http://strawberrycreek.quaker.org and 
provide feed back regarding the website to the Electronic Communication and Resources 
Committee.

A Friend informed the meeting that First Day School was searching for individuals who 
were willing to talk about Quakerism to the First Day School.

A Friend offered to give the meeting material she received from Friends General 
Conference regarding Outreach.

The next Meeting for Business will be on June 10, 2007 at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley 
Technology Academy.

The meeting closed at 1:20 p.m. with silent worship.

After closing worship, there was a short break followed by the board meeting for the 
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, A California 
Religious Corporation.
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Respectfully submitted: Larry Strain, Clerk; Leonard Joy, Alternate Clerk; Dharma 
Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk.


