
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, First Day, July 8, 2007

Minutes
 
The meeting opened at 12:03 p.m. with silent worship, Larry Strain clerked.  Thirty-six 
Friends were present.  Renee Watkins read reflections of the Peace Earthcare & Social 
Witness Committee on the Advices & Queries on Personal Relationships.
 
Minutes of the June 10, 2007 Meeting for Business were approved with four corrections.  

(1) Under Reports, Mutual Care Committee:  Jim Strait and Yoni Levy were married 
under the care of Cambridge Monthly Meeting in 1980.  Strawberry Creek 
Worship Group assisted in forming a Clearness Committee for the couple.

(2) Under New Business, Nominating Committee: the Meeting released Anne 
Maiden Brown from service as PYM Representative, Clifford Ham from 
Facilities Committee, and Susan Bailey from First Day School.

(3) Under Reports, Site Committee:  The first sentence should read “The contacts 
with two local real estate agents were reactivated.”

(4) The date for the minutes should be June 10, 2007.

Correspondence & Clerk’s Business

The Clerk had no correspondence or business to bring to the meeting.  He expressed his 
appreciation for the Meeting for Worship held in Live Oak Park on July 1st, and reported 
on the Memorial Meeting for Rhea Farley’s husband, held at Berkeley Friends Meeting 

on July 1st. 

Old Business

Nominating Committee (Pam Calvert):  A list of nominations presented to the June 
2007 Business Meeting had seasoned for one month and no concerns have been brought 
to the Committee.  The meeting approved the following nominations: Lisa Hubbell, PYM 
Representative; Clifford Ham, Library; Susan Black, Library Committee; and Jen Taylor, 
Retreat Committee.  

Care of the Meeting Community Committee (Larry Strain):  The Clerk reminded the 
Care of the Meeting Community Committee to bring a minute to change the committee’s 
name at the next Business Meeting in September.

New Business

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum):  The 



committee presented the “Congregational Covenant” which would pledge us to support 
the goal of California Interfaith Power and Light to protect God’s Creation by promoting 
energy conservation, energy efficiency, and renewable energy.  The Meeting approved 
signing the covenant with a suggestion to change the wording of the document to reflect 
that un-programmed meetings do not have a Pastor or Priest.  The Meeting also asked the 
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee to forward a copy of the “Congregational 
Covenant” to Pacific Yearly Meeting.

Treasurer (Ralph Murphy):  Upon the Treasurer’s request, the Meeting approved an 
increase of $150.00 to the Worship and Ministry Committee’s budget to purchase sonic 
ear devices.

Reports

Treasurer’s Report (Ralph Murphy):  The meeting has decreased its deficit from 
$10,000 to $7,000.  The Finance Committee indicated that this level of deficit is typical 
for this time of year.  The committee continues to encourage individuals to donate early 
and often.  The meeting has approximately $39,000 in general funds.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum):  The Dime a 
Gallon Fund, which currently has $3500.00, can be used for projects in the following 
areas: 

(1) Environmental Education for children and teens;
(2) Mini-grants to promote energy conservation or to use alternative energy for 

Members and regular attenders; 
(3) “Greening” our meeting place or other facilities that are a part of the Strawberry 

Creek Meeting community;
(4)   Direct purchases such as CF light bulbs and stainless steel water bottles.

Request for grants should be submitted to the co-clerks of the Peace Earthcare and Social 
Witness Committee.  A number of suggestions were made to the committee concerning 
the Dime a Gallon Fund.  The committee has developed a “Dime a Gallon E-Z” form for 
individuals to estimate their financial contribution to the Dime a Gallon Fund based on 
energy use each month.

Care of the Meeting Community Committee (Carl Anderson):  The report from Renee 
Watkins membership clearness committee – Helen Haug, Richard Leath, and Nancy 
Wilkinson- was read.  The clearness committee and the Care of the Meeting Community 
Committee found unity in recommending that the meeting approve Renee Watkins for 
membership.  The recommendation will season until the next Business Meeting in 
September of 2007.  Concerns should be brought to Care of the Meeting Community 
Committee. 



The memorial minute for Stephanie Kennedy was read.  The meeting expressed thanks to 
all those who contributed.  The report will be given to Pacific Yearly Meeting.

The minute recommending that Pacific Yearly Meeting join Friends General Conference 
was delivered to the Clerk of College Park Quarterly, but was not read.  The Committee 
will continue to monitor the progress of the minute.

Hospitality Committee (Joyce Samati):  The committee is coordinating food deliveries 
for Joe and Jen in celebration of their new baby Edda.  If you would like to help with 
food, please contact the committee. 

 The committee and Loaves and Fishes Committee have held several potlucks during 
coffee hour.  The committees would like input from the meeting about frequency and 
preferred dates.

Site Committees (Patricia Netherly):  The committee and members of the meeting who 
are experienced fundraisers will meet to brainstorm fundraising ideas for the Site 
Contingency Fund.  The committee has contacted Northern California Community Loan 
Fund to investigate the idea of purchasing a property with a partner, and Friends 
Fiduciary Trust for a possible small grant for the purchase of property.  Further contact 
has been made with the Presbytery of San Francisco to find out the status of the 
Northminster Presbyterian Church site in El Cerrito, California. After the leases have 
expired, they will make a final decision on the fate of the property.  The committee will 
continue to keep track of the property.

Announcements

The next Meeting for Business will be on September 9, 2007 at 11:50 a.m. at the 
Berkeley Technology Academy.

The Quaker Institute for the Future will hold a week long session from June 13 through 

June 20th, 2007 at the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, CA.  All are welcome to 
attend the morning session and meal.

The meeting closed at 1:08 p.m. with silent worship.
 
Respectfully submitted: Larry Strain, Clerk; Leonard Joy, Alternate Clerk; Dharma 
Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk.


