
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, January 11, 2009 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked the meeting.  
Thirty-nine Friends were present.   Al Thompson read reflections of the Adult Education and Library 
committees on the Advices and Queries on The Meeting Community. 
 
The minutes of the December 14, 2008 Meeting for Business were read and approved with one 
typographical change. 
  
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
 
A letter from Ilsa Bartlett requesting membership was read.  The request was referred to the Care of the 
Meeting Committee. 
 
The Meeting received a Christmas card from Dharma Yamaguchi and Manuel Galang.  It also received a 
card from Western Friends Bulletin thanking us for our annual donation. 
 
The Meeting approved Susan Black, Sandra Lewis and Richard Leath to be members of the Writing 
Committee for this year’s State of the Meeting report. 
 
The Clerk of Pacific Yearly Meeting has asked our meeting to join with Berkeley Meeting in co-hosting 
PYM’s Representative Committee March 7th.  The principal tasks will be providing lodging for out of 
town attenders and a dinner.  The Meeting approved being a co-host for the event. 
 
Old Business 
 
Nominations to the Nominating Committee (Naming Committee) (Larry Strain) No concerns have 
been received about the nominations of Betsy Morris to serve on the Nominating Committee and John 
McCarthy to serve as its Clerk.  The Meeting approved the nominations. 
 
Susan Black has withdrawn her nomination to serve as a member of the Nominating Committee.  The 
Naming Committee nominates Jim Otis to serve instead.  This nomination will season for one month.   
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee) (John McCarthy) No concerns have been received about the 
nominations of Amy Clark to serve on the Adult Education Committee and Patrick Foley to serve on the 
Facilities Committee.  The Meeting approved the nominations. 
 
New Business 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee) (John McCarthy) The Committee nominates Stephen McNeil 
to serve as Pacific Yearly Meeting representative and Tom Yamaguchi to serve as PYM observer.  These 
nominations will season for one month. 
  
Reports 
 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Charlie Blanchard)  A newcomers bunch will be held March 29.  
 



 A new member welcoming will be held, probably in April.  
 
The Committee has been discussing how the Meeting should proceed concerning the PYM Youth 
Coordinator proposal.  A second Listening Meeting will be held, probably in February.  Given the 
timeframe, it is unlikely that the Meeting will be able to reach unity on the proposal prior to the PYM 
Representative Committee meeting in March.  
 
A meeting on Final Affairs will be held March 1st.  Final Affairs Forms which state what actions should 
be taken by the Meeting at the time of one’s death will be passed out and discussed.  
 
In a discussion which followed one Friend asked why a report about the Meeting’s position on the PYM 
Youth Coordinator proposal could not be presented at the Representative Committee Meeting in March.  
Another Friend stated that the first listening meeting held on the proposal showed that the Meeting was 
not in unity as to what position to take.  Concern was expressed that we should not “just throw money” at 
the concern but consider the proposal in context of other ideas for support of our youth.   
 
A Friend said that one newcomer welcoming a year was, on its own, inadequate and that we should 
increase our efforts to welcome newcomers.  A discussion occurred in which we were reminded that 
everyone has the responsibility for making newcomers feel welcome.  It was suggested that each of us 
should try to speak at the coffee hour with one person we do not know.  Another suggestion was that a 
table be set up at coffee hour where someone would be available to answer questions about what it means 
to be a Quaker.  Ministry and Worship Committee will take up the suggestions raised and report back to 
the Meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Beth Wrightson)  A preliminary yearend report for 2008 was presented.  The 
Meeting ended the year receiving about $4900 in income more than expenses.  The Treasurer thanked 
those who had helped her with her work in 2008 and those who had contributed. 
 
Announcements 
 
The next Business Meeting will be held on February 8, 2009 at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy. 
 
The meeting closed at 1:30 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk;   Susan Burr, Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, 
Recording Clerk 


