
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,		June	8,	2014	

Minutes	
	

Meeting	opened	at	11:50	a.m.	with	silent	worship.		Nancy	Wilkinson	clerked	the	Meeting.		Thirty-
three	Friends	were	present.		Richard	Leath	shared	responses	from	the	Finance	Committee	to	the	
Advices	and	Queries	on	“The	Meeting	for	Worship”.		Friends	returned	to	worship,	to	reflect	on	these	
further.		One	Friend	expressed	appreciation	for	these	responses	and	invited	committees	to	submit	
their	responses	to	the	newsletter.	
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed;	one	report	was	added.		Minutes	for	the	May	11,	2014	Meeting	for	Business	
were	read	and	approved	with	one	clarification:		following	the	Care	of	Meeting	committee	report,	the	
observations	shared	by	individuals	reflected	their	own	understandings;	these	were	not	an	expression	
of	corporate	discernment	for	the	Meeting	as	a	whole.	
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:		The	clerk	read	a	short	letter	of	thanks	from	Barbara	Graves	
for	the	card	given	to	her	in	celebration	of	her	101st	birthday.		“Imagine	living	so	long	and	still	
welcoming	each	day’s	blessings.		I	cherish	each	and	all	of	your	signatures”,	she	wrote.		The	
membership	records	clerk	of	Northamptonshire	Area	Meeting	in	England	sent	a	note	reporting	that	a	
certificate	of	transfer	was	read	and	accepted	on	March	9,	2014	for	Ramona	Silipo.		This	completes	the	
membership	transfer	process	for	“Mona”	from	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting.		A	notice	was	received	of	a	
Christian	Friends	Conference,	to	be	held	at	Palo	Alto	Meeting	on	June	14,	2014.		Friends	active	in	
Strawberry	Creek	are	encouraged	to	volunteer	to	help	in	the	First	Day	School	nursery.		A	clipboard	
for	sign-ups	was	circulated	during	this	meeting	today.		Clerk	Nancy	expressed	thanks	to	Elizabeth	
Strain,	Marla	Browning,	Phyllis	Malandra	and	Peter	Lin,	who	served	on	the	transition	committee	to	
shepherd	our	Meeting’s	move	to	the	Live	Oak	Park	Community	Center	for	our	summer	Meetings	for	
Worship.			
	
Old	Business:	
	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee	(Laura	Magnani)	Laura	reported	that	no	concerns	have	been	raised	
concerning	the	recommended	transfer	of	membership	for	Frank	Satterwhite	from	Palo	Alto	Meeting.		
Meeting	joyfully	approved	his	membership	in	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting.		Katherine	Youngmeister,	
convenor,	Phyllis	Malandra,	and	Nancy	Wilkinson	will	serve	as	a	welcoming	committee.		
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(Susan	Strong)	Susan	noted		several	changes	in	
the	committee’s	job	description,	which	incorporated	suggestions	made	when	the	revision	was	
presented	at	the	May	Meeting	for	Business.		“Earthcare”	in	the	committee’s	name	is	one	word,	not	
two,	the	term	for	committee	members	will	be	for	two	years,	and	the	job	description	will	be	reviewed	
every	two	years.		Since	a	complete	printed	version	was	not	available	for	Friends’	reference	during	
today’s	Meeting	for	Business,	this	revised	job	description	will	continue	to	season	for	an	additional	
month.		
	
New	Business:	
	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee	(CoM):		(Laura	Magnani)	Laura	shared	a	report	from	the	membership	
clearness	committee	for	Larissa	Keeler.		The	committee	members	were:		Laura	Magnani,	convenor,	
Ralph	Murphy	and	Elaine	Emily.		Care	of	Meeting	committee	concurs	with	the	clearness	committee	in	
recommending	the	approval	of	Larissa’s	membership	in	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting.		This	will	season	
for	one	month.			
	
Care	of	Meeting	committee	followed	up	on	a	request	to	consider	whether	membership	reports	with	
detailed	information	about	new	members	should	be	printed	in	the	newsletter.		The	committee	
recommends	that	this	be	done,	with	two	caveats:		the	person	involved	will	be	allowed	to	delete	any	
portions	they	choose	not	to	have	circulated	and	the	CoM	committee	will	be	allowed	to	edit,	shorten	



or	summarize	long	reports	in	consultation	among	the	membership	committee	and	the	newsletter	
editor.		This	recommendation	will	be	seasoned	until	the	July	Meeting	for	Business.			
	
Mutual	Care	Committee	(Laura	Miller)	Laura	presented	the	revised	job	description	for	the	mutual	
care	committee.		This	committee	“assumes	leadership	in	maintaining	a	caring	community,	helping	all	
members	and	attenders	find	roles	as	nurturers	of	one	another”.		Several	aspects	of	the	committee’s	
responsibilities	were	clarified.		This	committee	along	with	several	others	help	to	welcome	
newcomers	to	Meeting,	and	the	sharing	fund	which	it	administers	is	limited	to	helping	meet	small,	
short-term	needs.		The	job	description	will	season	for	one	month.		Thoughts	or	concerns	may	be	
brought	to	Laura	Miller	or	John	McCarthy,	co-clerks	of	mutual	care.	
	
Nominating	Committee	(Katherine	Youngmeister)	Katherine	brought	three	nominations	to	be	
seasoned	for	one	month:		Jill	Waters	and	Darcy	Stanley,	each	to	serve	on	the	facilities	committee	and	
Marc	Lambert	to	serve	on	the	mutual	care	committee.		Katherine	also	noted	that	Kylin	Navarro	will	
soon	be	the	resident	Friend	at	Berkeley	Friends	Meeting.		Consequently	she	has	requested	to	be	
released	from	her	recently	approved	nominations	to	serve	on	Strawberry	Creek’s	worship	and	
ministry	and	loaves	and	fishes	committees.		Meeting	accepted	Kylin’s	request.		Nominating	
committee	has	not	found	unity	to	bring	forward	names	for	the	First	Day	School	committee,	in	the	
absence	of	a	full	slate.		This	circumstance	continues	to	be	considered	by	the	Care	of	Meeting	
committee.	
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(Witness	Committee)	(Susan	Strong)	Susan	
shared	a	minute	on	Climate	Change	and	Divestment	from	Fossil	Fuels	drafted	by	the	witness	
committee.		The	minute	addresses	the	urgency	of	the	threat	which	climate	change	poses	to	humanity	
and	the	whole	of	creation.		We	see	divestment	from	fossil	fuels	as	a	way	to	emphasize	our	concerns	
and	promote	constructive	efforts.		Friends	considered	key	points	to	be	included,	and	those	with	
whom	it	is	important	to	communicate.		Al	Thompson	will	work	with	Susan	Strong	to	edit	this	draft,	to	
incorporate	suggestions	made	at	today’s	meeting.		Any	concerns	should	be	brought	to	Susan	Strong	
during	this	month	of	seasoning.		
	
Finance	Committee	(Shelley	Tanenbaum)	Shelley	presented	the	finance	committee’s	revised	job	
description,	which	was	last	approved	in	2001.		Several	wording	changes	for	clarity	were	noted;	there	
are	no	changes	of	substance.		In	response	to	a	question	about	possible	audit	requirements,	Shelley	
noted	that	Meeting	has	periodically	arranged	for	a	review	by	another	Meeting	as	part	of	a	“round	
robin”	arrangement.		She	will	check	whether	our	Meeting’s	by-laws	require	a	more	formal,	
independent	audit.		This	committee’s	job	description	will	season	for	one	month.		
	
Reports:	
	
Meeting	Retreat	(Shelley	Tanenbaum)	Shelley	reported	that	this	year’s	retreat	was	a	little	smaller	
than	last	year’s,	though	larger	than	the	one	two	years	ago.		In	absence	of	a	retreat	committee,	Shelley	
served	as	a	committee	of	one.		She	was	supported	in	several	key	roles	by	James	Hosley,	Margaret	
Schneider,	Nancy	Wilkinson	and	Sherrin	Loyd.		This	year	less	money	was	used	from	the	Meeting’s	
retreat	subsidy	than	last	year,	but	this	was	largely	due	to	there	being	fewer	children	participating.	
We	wish	to	bring	children	to	the	retreat,	so	it	is	Meeting’s	policy	not	to	charge	for	children	and	to	
have	an	appropriate	number	of	childcare	providers	for	the	group	of	children	attending.		Four	Friends	
have	volunteered	to	serve	as	an	ad	hoc	retreat	committee	for	next	year’s	retreat.		They	are:		Laura	
Miller,	Lydia	Bryans,	Margaret	Schneider	and	Katherine	Youngmeister.		Next	year’s	retreat	has	been	
scheduled	for	May	1	–	3,	2015	at	Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center	(BLQC).		A	deposit	for	this	will	need	to	
be	sent	by	December	2014	or	January	2015.		Thanks	was	expressed	to	Shelley	Tanenbaum	and	all	
those	who	volunteered	to	make	this	retreat	possible.	
	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee:		BLQC	Experience	(Jay	Cash)	Jay	expressed	thanks	to	Meeting	for	the	
opportunity	to	use	the	Meeting	pass	to	attend	the	“Seed	and	Soil:		Growing	the	Beloved	Community”	



week	at	Quaker	Center	in	April.		He	found	this	a	very	rewarding	experience,	where	participants	
shared	personal	spiritual	practices,	Bible	Study,	worship,	leadings,	and	a	deepening	of	friendships.		
As	Jay	discerns	his	own	emerging	leading	with	more	clarity,	he	intends	to	offer	a	small	group	
experience	to	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting.		The	“Seed	and	Soil”	workshop	will	be	offered	at	Ben	
Lomond	Quaker	Center	again	next	year.			
	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee	Report	(CoM)	(Laura	Magnani)	Laura	noted	that	members	and	
attenders	who	wish	to	use	the	Meeting’s	pass	to	go	to	a	session	at	Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center	should	
submit	a	request	to	Barb	Tittle	by	email	or	phone.		Care	of	Meeting	committee	recently	held	a	joint	
meeting	with	outgoing	and	incoming	committee	members.	The	liaisons	for	committees	appointed	to	
serve	this	year	are	as	follows:		Jed	Appelman	for	Finance,	Lynne	D’Angelo	for	Loaves	and	Fishes,	
Susan	Black	for	both	Communications	and	Facilities,	Ralph	Murphy	for	Witness,	Barb	Tittle	for	
Mutual	Care,	Sherrin	Loyd	for	Worship	and	Ministry,	Nancy	Wilkinson	for	Nominating,	and	Laura	
Magnani	for	First	Day	School.			
	
To	continue	to	work	on	the	situation	facing	First	Day	School	(FDS),	CoM	has	formed	an	ad	hoc	
committee	which	will	consist	of	two	members	of	CoM,	Sherrin	Loyd	and	Laura	Magnani,	two	
members	of	FDS,	Josh	Gallup	and	Miftah	Leath,	and	two	members	of	Worship	and	Ministry,	whose	
members	will	be	determined	at	their	committee	meeting	this	week.		CoM	is	hopeful	that	something	
new	and	exciting	will	come	out	of	this	process,	as	we	find	how	we	may	better	care	for	our	children	as	
a	community.		A	parents’	meeting	will	be	planned	for	parents	of	current	children,	children	who	grew	
up	in	the	Meeting,	and	those	who	themselves	grew	up	in	a	Meeting.		The	childrens’	summer	program	
is	still	being	developed;	an	augmentation	to	the	FDS	budget	may	be	needed.	
	
A	membership	committee	is	being	formed	for	Catya	de	Neergaard’s	requested	transfer	of	
membership	from	Berkeley	Meeting.		It	will	be	convened	by	Ralph	Murphy.			
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee:		Dime-A-Gallon	(DAG)	grants	(Susan	Strong)	
Susan	reported	that	the	committee	received	six	requests	for	grants	from	the	DAG	Fund,	which	it	
administers.		Five	of	these	were	approved,	with	a	total	expenditure	of	$2,249.		The	resulting	fund	
balance	is	now	$3,090.			
	
Finance	Committee	(Shelley	Tanenbaum)	Shelley	reported	that	the	finance	committee	is	exploring	
how	to	invest	some	portion	of	the	General	Fund	and	the	Site	Fund,	beyond	the	~$25,000	needed	to	
remain	in	the	checking	account	for	ready	use.		Some	money	may	be	invested	to	do	good	in	the	
community	if	the	risk	is	not	too	great.		Finance	committee	has	been	exploring	the	possibility	of	
lending	some	money	to	Friends	House	and/or	the	Sierra	Friends	Center,	but	it	is	leaning	away	from	
doing	so	because	both	organizations	are	offering	unsecured	loans	only.		Another	option	is	to	make	a	
loan	to	the	Friends	Fiduciary’s	new	Green	Fund,	which	ensures	that	money	can	be	returned	on	
request	within	a	month.		Meeting	expressed	thanks	to	the	finance	committee	for	its	work	on	this	
matter.	
	
Worship	and	Ministry	Committee	(Charlie	Blanchard)	Charlie	reported	that	Sally	Hindman	will	be	
sharing	about	her	work	with	Youth	Spirit	Artworks	during	the	Spiritual	Learning	Session	on	June	29,	
2014.		There	will	be	a	hiatus	during	July	and	August,	and	then	these	sessions	will	continue	in	
September.		The	committee	welcomes	requests	to	schedule	sessions;	it	coordinates	these,	but	does	
not	select	them.		Worship	and	Ministry	Committee	reflects	on	the	quality	of	worship	monthly.		If	
Friends	find	ministry	shared	during	worship	disturbing,	they	are	encouraged	to	talk	with	a	member	
of	the	Worship	and	Ministry	Committee.		
	
College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting	Report	(Rachel	Findley)	Rachel	shared	several	announcements	
from	the	spring	Quarterly	Meeting:		Delta	Meeting	has	written	a	proposal	to	divide	Pacific	Yearly	
Meeting	(PYM)	into	two	parts.		The	teen	group	has	written	an	epistle	which	includes	a	consideration	
of	the	question:		is	gender	binary?		The	name	for	adults	who	work	with	teens	is	being	changed	from	
“Friendly	Adult	Presences”	to	“Responsible	Adult	Presences”.		Earthlight	Books	is	looking	for	



volunteers	to	help	at	PYM’s	annual	session.		A	fuller	report	will	be	provided	at	the	July	Meeting	for	
Business.		
	
Announcements:	
	
Regular	registration	ends	on	June	9	for	PYM’s	2014	Annual	Session	(July	14-19).	
	
On	June	15,	2014,	Strawberry	Creek	Friends	are	encouraged	to	worship	with	local	Meetings;	there	
will	be	no	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting	for	Worship	that	day.	
	
From	June	22	through	August	31,	2014	Meeting	for	Worship	will	be	held	at	10:00	a.m.	each	First	Day	
at	the	Live	Oak	Park	Community	Center	in	Berkeley.	
	
Due	to	the	change	of	Meeting	location,	there	will	be	no	summer	locavore	potluck.	
	
A	celebration	of	the	50th	anniversary	of	the	John	Woolman	School	and	the	10th	anniversary	of	the	
Woolman	Semester	will	be	held	on	Saturday,	August	9,	2014	at	the	Sierra	Friends	Center,	Nevada	
City,	Ca.		All	are	invited	to	attend.	
	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	on	July	13,	2014	at	11:50	a.m.	at	the	Live	Oak	Park	Community	
Center,	Berkeley.	
	
On	September	7,	2014	Strawberry	Creek	will	return	to	having	Meeting	weekly	at	the	Berkeley	
Technology	Academy.			
	
Meeting	closed	with	worship	at	2:08	p.m.	
	
Submitted	by	Nancy	Wilkinson,	clerk,	Susan	Burr,	alternate	clerk,	and	Joyce	Samati,	recording	clerk.	
	
	
	


