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Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,	April	10,	2016	

Minutes	
	

The	Meeting	opened	at	12:10	p.m.	with	silent	worship.		Nancy	Wilkinson	clerked	the	
Meeting.		Thirty-five	Friends	were	present.		Charlie	Blanchard	read	the	response	
from	the	Nominating	Committee	to	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	“Harmony	with	
Creation”.		The	Meeting	returned	to	silent	worship	out	of	which	additional	
responses	were	given.	
	
The	minutes	for	the	March	13,	2016	Meeting	for	Business	were	read	and	approved	
without	correction.		
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:	The	Clerk	has	received	a	letter	from	
Katherine	Youngmeister,	Clerk	of	Santa	Fe	Monthly	Meeting	informing	us	that	
Katherine	Youngmeister's	request	to	transfer	her	membership	from	our	meeting	to	
theirs	has	been	approved.			We	have	received	a	letter	from	the	Berkeley	Food	Pantry	
thanking	us	for	our	annual	donation.			
	
The	Clerk	asked	that	those	friends	who	are	interested	in	examining	the	role	of	race	
and	privilege	in	our	meeting	to	contact	her.	
	
Old	Business:	
	
State	of	the	Meeting	Report:		(State	of	the	Meeting	Report	Committee,	Leonard	
Joy)		Leonard	read	the	third	draft	of	the	State	of	the	Meeting	Report.	(copy	attached)		
The	Meeting	again	expressed	much	appreciation	for	the	work	of	the	committee	and	
the	quality	of	the	report.		The	Meeting	approved	the	report	with	one	deletion	of	a	
duplicate	sentence.	
	
Friends	Committee	on	National	Legislation	(FCNL)	Priorities	for	2017:	(Peace,	
Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	(PESW)	Committee,	Stephen	McNeil)		After	seasoning	
for	a	month,	the	Committee	has	modified	slightly	its	proposed	recommendations	for		
FCNL	priorities.		(Copy	attached)		They	now	read:	1)	a	focus	on	climate	change	that	
includes	justice	and	sustainability	concerns,	2)	a	focus	on	economic	equity	that	
would	include	Native	American,	immigration,	and	racial	justice	concerns,	and	3)	a	
focus	on	peacebuilding	that	includes	efforts	toward	nuclear	disarmament.		A	
discussion	occurred	in	which	gratitude	was	expressed	again	for	Stephen's	work.		
The	Meeting	approved	the	recommendations.		One	Friend	suggested	that	these	
focus	areas	should	not	act	as	straitjacket	on	the	ability	of	FCNL	to	respond	to	issues	
that	arise	during	the	congressional	sessions	or	raise	new	issues	when	necessary.		He	
asked	the	committee	to	consider	a	cover	letter	raising	these	concerns.	
	
Travel	Minute	for	Elaine	Emily:		The	Clerk	read	for	a	second	time	a	proposed	
travel	minute	for	Elaine	Emily	who	is	traveling	to	Intermountain	Yearly	Meeting.		
(Copy	attached)The	minute	has	seasoned	for	one	month.		The	Meeting	approved	the	
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minute.		Nancy	said	she	has	contacted	the	Clerk	of		Pacific	Yearly	Meeting	to	see	if	
something	can	be	sent	by	PYM.	
	
New	Business:	
	
2016-2017	Nominations	Slate	(Nominating	Committee,	Miftah	Leath	and	Renee	
Watkins)		Miftah	and	Renee	presented	on	behalf	of	the	Committee	the	2016-2017	
Nominations	Slate.		(copy	attached)		The	Slate	will	season	for	one	month.		Those	
with	concerns	should	contact	a	member	of	the	Committee.	
	
Reports	
	
Nominating	Committee:	(Miftah	Leath	and	Renee	Watkins)		As	a	continuation	of	
the	report	made	last	month,	the	committee	presented	the	following	numbers:		the	
committee	has	been	unable	to	reach	18	people,	21	people	have	declined	to	serve,		32	
are	willing	to	be	"Quakers	on	Call"		which	is	a	list	of	those	who	are	willing	to	be	
asked	to	serve	on	temporary	assignments	or	ad	hoc	committees.		It	is	hoped	that	
this	list	will	allow	the	Meeting	to	quickly	fill	these	temporary	assignments	and	
committees.		The	Committee	is	working	to	make	sure	that	all	job	descriptions	are	up	
to	date.		It	intends	to	submit	a	final	report	later.	
	
Treasurer:		(Richard	Leath)		Richard	distributed	copies	of	a	SCMM	Income/Expense	
vs	Budget	for	General	Fund	report	and	a	Balance	Sheet	as	of	March	31,	2016.		
(copies	attached.	)		They	show	that	the	Meeting	has	outspent	income	by	$10,026	and	
has	assets	of		$183,552.		Richard	noted	that	the	large	deficit	in	spending	is	largely	
due	to	the	payment	of		$10,302	in	annual	Yearly	Meeting	and	Quarterly	Meeting	
assessments.			
	
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee:  (Susan Strong)  The Committee sent 
two letters to Senator Loni Hancock’s office in support of Senate Bills 1277, 1278, 1279, 
which would prevent the use of the former Oakland Army Base for transporting coal.  
There was insufficient time to bring the matter to a business meeting.  The Committee 
was comfortable supporting these bills because they are in harmony with long-standing 
Meeting positions on the issue. 
 
The Committee is currently exploring the possibility of collaborating with Berkeley 
Friends Meeting on hosting Larry Jalowiec of Friends General Conference (FGC) 
Stewardship Services  for holding workshops on socially responsible investing, estate 
planning or financial and retirement planning. The Committee would appreciate 
knowing how much interest there is in our Meeting in any of these workshops. Larry will 
be available in our area on the weekend of September 23, 24, and 25.  One Friend asked 
what level of assets and incomes would an attender need in order for the workshop to 
be helpful.  Susan said she will try to get that information.  More information about 
what Larry offers can be found on the FGC website under Stewardship Services, and an 
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article with the link will be available on our listserve and in the May newsletter. Friends 
should contact Susan Strong or Judith Schumacher-Jennings if you are interested. 
 
Two grants have been granted from Dime-A-Gallon Fund:  1)  $500 to Julia Thompson to 
provide materials to carry out her Pickett Fellow project, in collaboration with Sally 
Hindman and Youth Spirit Artworks, to educate youth on professional skills and 
sustainability concepts, build communal art space, and strengthen community.  2)  $500 
to Youth Spirit Artworks to build a "Tiny House Prototype" on the Art Lot they have been 
working to develop.  The demonstration project will play a critical role in emphasizing 
simple living, living close to the earth with a light carbon footprint, and sustainability.  
	
Announcements	
	
The	Clerk	thanked	Beth	Wrightson	for	agreeing	to	be	acting	alternate	clerk	this	
month	and	May.	
	
College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting	will	take	place	May	13-15	at	Ben	Lomond	Quaker	
Center.	
	
There	will	be	a	"Bike	to	Worship"	event	on	May	22.	
	
Registration	forms	for	Pacific	Yearly	Meeting	are	online	at	the		PYM	website.	
	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	held	on	May	1,	2016	at	11:50	a.m.	at	Berkeley	
Technology	Academy.		The	annual	meeting	of	the	Board	of	Directors	will	be	held	
immediately	following		the	business	meeting.	
	
The	Meeting	closed	with	silent	worship.	
	
Submitted	by:		Nancy	Wilkinson,	Clerk;		Beth	Wrightson,	Acting	Alternate	Clerk	and	
Ralph	Murphy,	Recording	Clerk			
	
	
	
	
	
	


