
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,		July	13,	2014	

Minutes	
	
Meeting	opened	at	11:53	a.m.	with	silent	worship.		Nancy	Wilkinson	clerked	the	Meeting.		Thirty-one	
Friends	were	present.		To	help	us	consider	further	this	month’s	Advices	and	Queries	on	Meeting	for	
Business,	Sarah	Hawthorne,	for	the	nominating	committee,	invited	several	Friends	to	read	in	turn	the	
text	of	Meeting’s	1987	brochure	on	“Meeting	for	Business”.		During	the	worship	which	followed,	
several	reflections	were	shared.	
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed;	one	item	of	old	business	and	two	reports	were	deferred	to	a	subsequent	
meeting.		Minutes	for	the	June	8,	2014	Meeting	for	Business	were	read	and	approved,	with	the	
inclusion	of	the	full	transition	committee	for	Meeting’s	summer	use	of	its	alternate	site:		Phyllis	
Malandra	and	Peter	Lin,	as	well	as	Elizabeth	Strain	and	Marla	Browning	served	on	this	committee.	
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:		The	Clerk	reported	on	several	requests	she	has	received:		
Gordon	Bishop	has	requested	a	transfer	of	his	membership	to	Grass	Valley	Friends	Meeting.		This	
was	referred	to	the	Care	of	Meeting	committee.		Lynne	and	Peter	D’Angelo	would	like	a	letter	of	
introduction,	as	they	travel	in	August	with	the	Friendly	Folk	Dancers	to	the	Democratic	Republic	of	
Congo,	bringing	greetings	and	prayers	for	peace	through	shared	dances.		Katherine	Youngmeister	has	
requested	a	letter	of	introduction,	as	she	worships	with	Friends	in	Santa	Fe,	New	Mexico	this	
summer.		Hannah	Mackinney	will	be	attending	the	Woolman	Semester	School	at	Sierra	Friends	
Center	this	fall;	she	would	like	to	have	a	sojourning	minute,	for	this	time	of	her	worship	with	the	local	
Grass	Valley	Friends	Meeting.		The	Clerk	will	happily	write	each	of	these	letters,	on	behalf	of	our	
Meeting	Friends.	
	
The	Clerk	noted	that	two	of	David	and	Leslie	Leonard’s	grandchildren	have	expressed	an	interest	in	
attending	Meeting	at	Strawberry	Creek	again.		Cameron	and	Camerah	Leonard	participated	in	the	
Friends	General	Conference	Annual	Gathering	this	summer.		David	and	Leslie	inquired	about	
associate	membership	for	them.		This	consideration	was	referred	to	the	Care	of	Meeting	committee.		
Miftah	Leath	has	volunteered	to	coordinate	help,	particularly	for	practical	concerns	such	as	
transportation.	
	
Meeting	has	received	two	messages	of	thanks:		Friendly	Water	for	the	World	is	grateful	for	$550	from	
the	Dime-A-Gallon	Fund;	this	will	help	them	provide	more	people	with	clean	drinking	water.		Youth	
Spirit	Artworks	is	thankful	for	the	funding	received	from	the	Carolyna	Marks	Bequest	Fund.	
	
An	electronic	version	of	the	2015	College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting	directory	is	now	available	in	pdf	
(portable	document	format).		To	obtain	a	copy,	contact	Eric	Moon.			Confirmation	has	been	received	
from	the	Berkeley	Unified	School	District	that	on	September	7,	2014	Strawberry	Creek	will	be	able	to	
return	to	meeting	regularly	at	the	Berkeley	Technology	Academy.		Kathy	Barnhart	noted	that	with	
this	confirmation,	Meeting	now	needs	to	find	a	date	this	fall	to	schedule	the	Quaker	Quest	program.	
	
Old	Business:	
	
Nominating	Committee		(Sarah	Hawthorne)	Sarah	reported	that	no	concerns	have	been	raised	
about	the	nominations	of	Jill	Waters	and	Darcy	Stanley	to	serve	on	the	facilities	committee,	or	of	
Marc	Lambert	to	serve	on	the	mutual	care	committee.		Meeting	approved	these	three	nominations.	
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(Kathy	Barnhart)	Kathy	brought	this	committee’s	
revised	Minute	on	Climate	Change	and	Divestment	from	Fossil	Fuels,	which	incorporates	several	
suggested	wording	changes.		In	addition,	Friends	found	unity	today	in	changing	the	fifth	paragraph	to	
begin:		“Divestment	makes	way	for	investment	in	green,	sustainable	energy	causes	and	in	thriving	
local	economies”	and	also	to	strike	one	redundant	phrase.		The	revised	minute	was	approved,	with	



the	changes	noted.		Several	Friends	spoke	of	the	importance	of	continuing	to	work	seriously	on	
climate	change,	divestment	from	fossil	fuels,	and	more	proactively	on	the	reinvestment	of	funds.			
	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee	(CoM)	(Laura	Magnani)	Laura	reported	that	no	concerns	have	been	
expressed	about	the	recommendation	of	Larissa	Keeler	for	membership	in	Strawberry	Creek	
Meeting.		Friends	joyfully	approved	her	membership.		A	welcoming	committee	was	formed	with	
Lydia	Bryans,	convener,	Laura	Magnani,	Lynne	D’Angelo	and	Elizabeth	Strain.	
	
Laura	shared	a	revised	protocol	which	CoM	proposes,	for	publishing	member	clearness	committee	
reports	in	our	newsletter.		This	will	only	occur	if	the	new	member	is	in	agreement	with	doing	so.		The	
report	may	need	to	be	edited	to	fit	the	space	available.		Meeting	approved	this	protocol.	
	
Mutual	Care	Committee:		job	description	(John	McCarthy)	John	stated	that	the	committee	had	
received	only	positive	comments	about	its	proposed	job	description;	no	suggestions	for	changes	
were	made.		Meeting	approved	this	job	description.		(Copy	attached.)	
	
New	Business:			
	
Finance	Committee	(Shelley	Tanenbaum)	Shelley	reported	that	the	finance	committee	has	been	
exploring	alternatives	to	storing	our	savings	in	Mechanics	Bank.		Currently	we	have	a	total	of	about	
$128,000	from	the	site	fund	and	the	general	fund	in	CDs	(certificates	of	deposit),	$18,000	in	the	site	
checking	account	and	$15,000	in	the	general	fund	checking	account.		The	committee	has	developed	
some	questions	to	ask	organizations	it	is	investigating	for	the	purpose	of	potential	investment.		The	
questions	include	these,	along	with	others:		how	does	the	fund/bank/credit	union	support	Quaker	
values?		What	is	the	term,	likely	return,	liquidity,	and	expected	risk?			
	
Finance	committee	is	considering	moving	$5,000	into	Friends	Fiduciary’s	Green	Fund,	and	intends	to	
move	other	amounts	within	the	next	few	months	to	this	or	other	funds/banks/credit	unions.		The	
committee	requested	a	clarification:		does	it	need	to	come	back	to	Meeting	for	Business	with	each	
request	to	move	money	out	of	Mechanics	Bank?		After	considering	this,	Meeting	approved	finance	
committee’s	need	to	bring	each	new	entity	to	Meeting	for	Business	for	approval,	but	not	each	
transaction.	
	
Reports:	
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(Kathy	Barnhart)	Kathy	noted	that	the	committee	
is	staying	focused	on	several	key	priorities;	she	shared	several	facets	of	its	current	work.		An	adult	ed	
session	is	being	planned	on	the	topic	of	witness,	including	when	a	concern	becomes	a	leading	to	take	
action,	both	individually	and	as	a	corporate	body.		Anyone	interested	in	having	a	particular	adult	ed	
session	is	invited	to	contact	the	committee.	
	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee	(Laura	Magnani)	Laura	shared	a	report	from	the	Ad	Hoc	Committee	
looking	at	Youth	in	our	Community.		This	committee	consists	of	Sherrin	Loyd	and	Laura	Magnani	
from	Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee,	Miftah	Leath	and	Josh	Gallup	from	First	Day	School	Committee,	
and	Lee	Douglas	and	Rick	Herbert	from	Worship	and	Ministry	Committee.		The	committee	has	met	
twice	and	is	generating	some	interesting	and	hopeful	ideas.		It	is	looking	at	staffing	and	programming	
for	First	Day	School,	as	well	as	the	bigger	picture	of	what	we	want	for	our	youth,	and	how	we	can	
build	a	vibrant	intergenerational	Strawberry	Creek	community.		The	committee	hopes	to	initiate	an	
experiment	in	multigenerational	sessions	in	the	second	hour	after	worship	beginning	in	September,	
once	a	month	for	four	months.		A	parents/community	meeting	is	planned	for	the	fifth	Sunday	in	
August.			
	
The	committee	has	felt	confounded	by	its	wish	to	move	forward	on	a	curriculum	and	staffing	without	
really	knowing	“who	our	audience	is”.		We	are	trying	to	find	ways	for	the	community	to	discern	
together,	and	to	determine	what	we	want	for	our	children.		Both	the	presence	of	children	and	fresh	



energy	from	adults	interested	in	serving	on	the	committee	and/or	volunteering	in	the	programs	are	
needed	for	any	of	the	options	before	us.			
	
Meeting	thanked	the	ad	hoc	committee	for	its	work,	and	encouraged	Friends	to	offer	them	feedback	
and	further	ideas.		
	
Communications	Committee	(Al	Thompson)	Al	reported	that	the	committee	is	working	on	the	
public	part	of	a	new	website,	which	it	hopes	to	have	ready	this	fall.		The	committee	is	considering	
putting	the	monthly	newsletter	on	the	website;	minutes	of	the	Meeting	for	Business	would	not	be	
included.		Beginning	to	store	the	Meeting	records	in	a	digital	format	rather	than	on	paper	is	being	
considered,	as	well	as	how	the	website	may	be	maintained	over	many	years	while	committee	
membership	changes.		The	new	directory	will	include	Meeting’s	recent	group	photo.			
	
Treasurer	(Richard	Leath)	Richard	presented	the	treasurer’s	report	for	the	period	from	January	
through	June	2014,	with	highlighted	numbers	showing	that	the	total	income	at	this	time	last	year	was	
almost	$4,000	more.		Though	most	of	the	2014	Quaker	Events	Support	Fund	has	already	been	used,	
this	fund	primarily	supports	attendance	at	Pacific	Yearly	Meeting	and	Friends	General	Conference’s	
annual	sessions,	held	in	June	and	July.		The	total	annual	budget	for	this	year	is	$57,655,	so	the	
average	annual	contribution	for	100	members	would	be	$576.55.		While	some	find	this	a	helpful	
reference	for	determining	their	financial	contribution,	everyone	is	encouraged	to	find	the	amount	
that	fits	their	own	budget	and	circumstances.	
	
Announcements:	
	
Strawberry	Creek	will	resume	meeting	at	the	Berkeley	Technology	Academy	on	September	7,	2014.	
	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	on	September	14,	2014	at	11:50	a.m.	at	the	Berkeley	
Technology	Academy.	
	
Meeting	closed	with	worship	at	1:38	p.m.	
	
Submitted	by	Nancy	Wilkinson,	clerk,	Susan	Burr,	alternate	clerk	(first	part),	Ralph	Murphy,	
alternate	clerk	(second	part),	and	Joyce	Samati,	recording	clerk	


