Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, June 14, 2015
Minutes

Following a presentation of the new Strawberry Creek website, the Meeting opened
with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson clerked the Meeting. Thirty-six Friends were
present. Barb Tittle read the response from the Nominating Committee to the
Advices and Queries on “The Meeting Community”.

Minutes for the May 10, 2015 Meeting for Business were read and approved as
written. On behalf of the Meeting the Clerk acknowledged with appreciation the
three years of service of Joyce Samati as Recording Clerk.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The Meeting has begun renting space at
Berkeley Friends Meeting on Thursday nights. Showing the need for additional
accessible capacity, four evenings a month are currently being used.

In response to ideas presented at the Arthur Larrabee Clerking Workshop, the
Clerks proposed the following changes in the way we conduct our business meeting:
1) dispense with the reading of the minutes before approval, 2) reinstitute the
practice of having elders hold the meeting in the Light, and 3) announce at the
beginning of business meeting the expected time of completion.

A discussion occurred in which several Friends expressed how helpful reading the
minutes in business meeting was. The Worship and Ministry Committee will
consider these ideas further. Friends should contact that committee or the Clerks
with their comments.

The Meeting has information in its library cabinet about the Right Sharing of the
World's Resources "Mission Stamps" project in which used international stamps are
collected, sold and the proceeds donated to Right Sharing causes.

Old Business:

Finance Committee Job Description (Finance Committee, James Hosley) The
Finance Committee presented at the July, 2014 business meeting proposed changes
in its job description. These minor changes made no substantive change in the
description. The Meeting approved the changes. (Copy attached)

Nominations: (Nominating Committee, Kris Muller) Kris reported that no concerns
were heard about any of the nominations presented at the May, 2015 business
meeting. The nominations were: Peter Lin, to serve as clerk of Facilities Committee,
Lynne D’Angelo, clerk of Care of Meeting Committee, Leonard Joy, member of Care
of Meeting Committee, Betsy Morris, member of Facilities Committee, Beth
Wrightson, member of Loaves and Fishes Committee, and Peter Lin, the database
keeper on the Care of Meeting Committee. The Meeting approved these
nominations.



Membership Transfer Applications: (Care of Meeting Committee, Sherrin Loyd)
Sherrin reported that no concerns have been heard on the membership transfer
applications of Paul McCold and Beth Rodman. The Meeting approved the transfers.
The Welcoming Committee for Paul will consist of Sarah Hawthorne (convener),
Betsy Morris, and Barb Tittle. The Welcoming Committee for Beth will consist of
James Hosley (convener), Catya de Neegaard and Joyce Samati.

Increase in Quaker Events Support Fund: (Care of Meeting Committee, Sherrin
Loyd) Sherrin reported that the committee has heard no concerns about the
proposal presented at the last business meeting to increase the Quaker Events
Support Fund by $1000. This will also require amending the Meeting Budget to
increase by $1000 Unrestricted Donations. The Meeting approved the increase.

Reports:

Care of Meeting Committee (Sherrin Loyd) The committee is gathering names of
graduates and others celebrating changes in order to recognize them. Membership
committees have been set up for Judith Schumacher-Jennings (Leonard Joy,
convener), Kris Muller (Sherrin Loyd, convener) and Marla Browning (Lynne
D'Angelo, convener). A clerks' meeting for Strawberry Creek clerks has been set for
September 19, 2015 at 11:30 a.m. The committee has assigned the following of its
members as "buddies"” to the following committees: Communications, Sherrin Loyd;
Mutual Care, Susan Black; Loaves and Fishes, Lynne D'Angelo; Facilities, Lee
Douglas; Finance, Leonard Joy; Worship and Ministry, Jed Appelman; Witness,
Sherrin Loyd; First Day School, Lee Douglas; Nominating, Jed Appelman; and Care of
Meeting, Nancy Wilkinson.

Treasurer (Richard Leath) Richard presented an income and expense versus
budget report for January through May, 2015. He also presented a balance sheet as
of May 31, 2015. (copies attached) The Meeting has spent $13,896.15 more than it
has received in income. Richard noted that $120.24 was overspent from the Marks
Fund on Quaker Quest. This amount will be transferred from the General Fund to
balance out and close the Fund. One friend suggested that the use of funds to
promote spiritual growth in our meeting is an important value and the Finance
Committee should consider how our resources are being spent for this purpose.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Dick Strong) The committee is
waiting for advice from Olympia Friends Meeting before sending our minute in
support of Friends New Underground Railroad to Friends organizations in Africa.
The committee has signed on to the statement of the Berkeley Interfaith Working
Group in Solidarity with Homeless Peoples. Sally Hindman invited Friends to
participate in a vigil on June 23 and attend the June 30 Berkeley City Council
meeting when laws criminalizing homelessness will be voted upon. Twenty-five
Friends attended the Committee's educational session on World Food Issues. A
video tape of the event will be made available. The Committee has approved
facilitating Berne Weiss in offering her "Imagining the World Without War". The
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workshop will be held on July 11th from 1-5 p.m.. Participants will be limited to
twenty. Those interested should contact Carole Shein at shein@sbcglobal.net.

Creative Change Grant (Sally Hindman) Sally presented a yearend report on the
Creative Change Grant approved by our Meeting out of the Marks Fund. (Copy
attached) The grant provided the funds for the collaboration between the Woolman
Semester and Youth Spirit Artworks (YSA). During the 2014-2015 year there were
three collaborative visits. In Fall 2014 about twenty-five students, interns and
teachers from Woolman joined more than fifty youth from YSA in a Kingian
nonviolence training by Kazu Haga. In March, 2015 eight YSA youth went on a trip to
Sierra Friends Center for a weekend. The youth engaged in hiking, art
making/friendship building activities and community meals. In May 2015 Woolman
students, interns and teachers visited YSA for an art activism postcard-making
project, led by Sally Hindman, followed by a shared meal. Sally reported that one of
the youth leaders from YSA has been accepted to the Woolman Semester for the
next fall. The Meeting went into silent thankful worship followed by expressions of
celebration of this work.

First Day School Committee (Lydia Bryans) At last week's Meeting for Worship a
member of the committee and several children stayed in Meeting for the first 15
minutes. The committee hopes to continue this practice. As in years past, there will
be one group of children in First Day School during the Summer. Gabby Fluke-Mogul
will be the paid childcare provider. The Committee still plans to hire two people in
the Fall to support the FDS program. A budget and proposal will be presented at a
future business meeting.

Clerking Workshop Participants (John McCarthy) John reported that ten
Strawberries participated in the Clerking Workshop by Arthur Larrabee held
recently at Ben Lomond Quaker Center. The Meeting had offered to pay the
Workshop fee for any member who wanted to participate and one person
participated on this basis. The participants learned much and were inspired to share
with the Meeting what was learned. Program materials will be posted online. The
participants hope to work with Care of Meeting and Worship and Ministry
committees to make recommendations on how we might improve committee
meetings and Meeting for Business. They hope to have a panel discussion after the
rise of Meeting on August 30 to discuss these proposals. Those interested in
participating in this effort should contact John.

Announcements:
The next Meeting for Business will be at 11:50 a.m. on July 12, 2015 at the Berkeley
Technology Academy.

Meeting closed with worship.

Submitted by Nancy Wilkinson, Clerk, Carl Magruder, Alternate Clerk, and Ralph
Murphy, Recording Clerk.



