
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, February 12, 2012 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at noon with silent worship.  Charles Blanchard clerked the meeting.  
Thirty-two Friends were present.   Mark Lambert read the reflections of the Communications 
Committee on the Advices and Queries on Integrity and Personal Conduct.  The agenda was 
reviewed and approved with a few changes. 
 
The minutes of the January 8, 2012 Meeting for Business were read and approved. 
 
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence: 
 
State of the Meeting Report: The Clerk noted that Sarah Hawthorne clerked the State of the 
Meeting Listening session last First day and was serving today as Acting Alternate Clerk.  
Margaret Sorrel, who is serving on the writing group for the State of the Meeting report, has 
said that the work is proceeding nicely.  
Alternatives to Violence Project: sent a thank you note for the Meeting’s donation, with a 
handwritten note from a former prisoner participant in AVP. 
 
Old Business:  
 
Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness Committee (Susan Strong) Susan read a proposed Meeting 
minute on Climate Change that had first been brought to business meeting in October 2011.  
The purpose of the minute addressed to our members of Congress is to stress the urgency of 
passing legislation.  It will be posted on the Friends Committee on National Legislation website 
and be useful in our collective work to move forward legislation “that authorizes new programs 
to create green jobs and develop alternative energy sources here at home [that] will pay for 
itself.”  A Friend had previously raised a concern that the original minute lacked spiritual 
underpinning and this new minute seeks to address that concern.  A cover letter explaining the 
purpose of a Quaker minute will go to the legislators.   A Friend raised a concern that the 
minute by itself might be dismissed readily by those local members of Congress who have 
attempted to pass legislation but failed when facing opposition from States whose legitimate 
self-interests lie with coal, oil and gas production.  We might include in the cover letter 
acknowledgement of past efforts and support for creative ways to pass meaningful climate 
change legislation. The minute was approved with a few formatting suggestions and 
appreciation.  It will be posted at the Meeting’s website.  
 
Reports: 
 
Site Committee (Joyce Samati) Joyce and Susan Burr reported that the September 18, 2011 
information session held after Meeting was fairly well attended.  Many of us were not there so 



the Committee invites further guidance from responses to the four-page report that the 
Committee is presenting today and posting on the Meeting’s website.  Nearly fifty people 
participated in the survey that the Committee conducted and those results are in the report.  
Last Friday some Site Committee members visited the Kehilla Community Synagogue/building 
on the Oakland/Piedmont border.  That community is looking for another lead tenant or co-
owner and this raises a real prospect. 
 
We were walked through the report (noting that on page three that the word “church” in 
“church or school” should be “religious group.”)  The Committee has come up with several 
business models that are on page two.  The Meeting was invited to pose “more fundamental 
queries that could focus our Community’s listening, discerning and acting in accord with the 
Spirit.”  Additional questions may be found in bold at the end of the report.  A Friend noted that 
often we cannot see ourselves situated in all our musings about site theories but that site 
specific situations may move us forward.  Another said that we know what our space needs are 
from our past work.   
 
In reviewing the finances, we learned that in addition to pledges, we have around $100,000 in 
the Site Contingency Fund.  One Friend asked whether those funds could be loaned out at low- 
or no-interest to a Quaker concern that could pay back upon demand.  That inquiry was 
referred to the Finance Committee.  
 
A Friend raised a more fundamental concern on racial justice efforts: would being in a 
“comfortable” neighborhood versus a low-income, racially mixed neighborhood simply 
perpetuate our predominantly white privilege?  Is failure to address racism as a community 
causing us to be stuck?  Other Friends joined in reflections around this concern from an 
individual perspective.  The Meeting thanked the Site Committee for its report and service. 
 
Finance Committee (Beth Wrightson)  Beth reported that there is no update on the 
Committee’s selection of a brokerage account.  They are now looking into Friends Fiduciary 
Corporation.   
 
Treasurer’s Report (Richard Leath)   Richard distributed a FY 2012 yearend actuals report with 
assets and explanation of fund balance changes.  An error was corrected in the Site Contingency 
Fund (line 3305) so that the amounts read “$10,000.73” change in value with “$9,300 in new 
donations.”  The report will be posted on the Meeting’s website.  The Meeting accepted the 
report with appreciation to the Treasurer and Finance Committee, noting that the fund balance 
changes reporting was particularly helpful.  
 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Margaret Schneider)  Margaret reported that the Twelfth 
Month Gathering went well but would have benefited from a tighter organization of the 
program itself.  The site will not be used again, the food was delicious, and the event now has a 
future home in the Care of the Meeting Committee. There was a question raised and not 
answered as to who is keeping up the list of rental sites.   
 



The Meeting Spring Retreat will be at Quaker Center Ben Lomond April 27-29 with Todd as 
cook.  The ad hoc Retreat Committee is Shelly Tanenbaum (Worship and Ministry), Barbara 
Perry (Finance), one more from First Day School Committee (to be recruited), and convener 
Margaret Schneider (Care of the Meeting).  This will be an experiment as to how the Meeting 
can respond to laying down the Retreat Committee.   
 
Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness Committee (Thomas Yamaguchi)  Tom as co-clerk noted 
that the Dime-A-Gallon Fund has granted $500 to Oakland’s Solar Mosaic, a project of the Ella 
Baker Center to fund placing solar panels on the roof of the St. Vincent de Paul Society’s 
kitchen.  Fund guidelines are being revised.  The second listening meeting on FCNL Priorities for 
the 113th Congress will be on February 26th after Meeting, with recommendations coming to 
the March business meeting.  On April 29th the annual Crop (hunger) Walk takes place and 
benefits the Berkeley Food Pantry. 
 
Announcements 
 
Cindy Trueblood announced a matching opportunity for gifts totaling up to $21,000 and 
another match for new donor contributions to the Woolman Semester.   
Quaker Center Ben Lomond: upcoming workshops include one by Dorothy Henderson on 
Marshall Rosenberg’s Nonviolent Communication and San Francisco Friends Meeting’s Stephen 
Matchett on Open Bible.  Friends can donate $500 a year and come to any workshop during 
that time. 
 
Stephen McNeil announced a book reading group on The Spirit of the Quakers  by Geoffrey 
Durham to take place Thursdays in March at Berkeley Friends Church.  Kathryn Barnhart, 
Stephen, and Eric Moon will be facilitating and the Berkeley Friends Church is co-sponsoring.   
 
Tom Yamaguchi reported that RepCom is occurring at La Jolla Meeting in March at which time 
the job description for representatives to Pacific Yearly Meeting will be on the agenda.   
 
The next Business Meeting will be held on March 11, 2012 at 11:50 am at the Berkeley 
Technology Academy. 
 
The meeting closed at 2:20 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Charles Blanchard, clerk, Sarah Hawthorne, Acting Alternate Clerk; and Stephen 
McNeil, Recording Clerk 


