Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business
January 14, 2018 Minutes

The Meeting opened at 11:55 with silent worship. Ralph Murphy clerked the Meeting. Thirty-
three Friends were present.

Beth Rodman shared responses from the Care of the Meeting Committee to the Advices and
Queries on Simplicity. Friends returned to worship for further reflections.

The minutes for the December 12, 2017 Meeting for Business were approved with the following
correction in Old Business/Membership in BOCA (Berkeley Organizing Congregations for
Action): “The Meeting approved joining and thanked David Rutschman for agreeing to be our
representative temporarily until the Nominating Committee names a representative. The
Meeting thanked Kathy Barnhart for her earlier work with BOCA.”

The agenda was reviewed. Correspondence consisted of a thank you from Quaker Earthcare
Witness for our $150 donation. Quaker Heritage Day with Cherice Bock, clerk of the new yearly
meeting, Sierra Cascades, will be on March 10t at Berkeley Friends Church (registration will be
at www.berkeleyfriendschurch.org/qhd and more information on ecotheologian Cherice Bock is
at www.chericebock.com). The clerk named Kathy Barnhart, Philippa Baron, and Rick Herbert
to the State of the Meeting writing group. They will hold a listening meeting on February 4.

Old Business:

A. Marks Fund Distribution (Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee, David
Rutschman) David Rutschman updated the details of the grant: restorative justice
expert Bill Say will work in the East Bay with about 30 Youth Spirit Artworks (YSA)
youth in six two-hour workshops. YSA will report on this third year of funding at the
end of the trainings. The Meeting approved the distribution of the grant.

New Business:

A. Letter of Support for SB 100 (Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee,
David Rutschman) David Rutschman and FCL-CA Representative Shelley
Tanenbaum, in response to a request from Friends Committee on Legislation-CA to
endorse Senate Bill 100, asked the Meeting to do so. The bill would set State
standards to reach a point by the year 2045 when all electricity comes from
renewable and zero-carbon resources. Shelley noted that environmental concerns
are relatively new to FCL-CA. The Meeting approved signing on to the faith-based
letter endorsing passage of SB 100.

B. Membership Request of Amelia Victoria Mederos-Streetz (Care of the Meeting
Committee, Beth Rodman) The Recording Clerk read the report from the Clearness
Committee (Beth Rodman, Sarah Hawthorne, Raven Moon, and Judith Schumacher-
Jennnings) on the membership request of Amelia Victoria Mederos-Streetz. The
Care of Meeting reached unity with recommending the request to the Meeting. The


http://www.berkeleyfriendschurch.org/qhd
http://www.chericebock.com/

membership request will season for a month. Any concerns should be brought to
the Care of the Meeting Committee.

Reports:

First Day Children’s Program Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum): Shelley Tanenbaum reported
that the members of the committee were Joyce Samati, Mary White, Nathan Moon, Ellen
Levin, Janet Piggins, and Josh Gallup. The children’s attendance ranges from 8-12 per week
with ages ranging from 2-10+. The format has been to open and close in a circle where there
is a brief time in worship and sometimes sharing of a thought, then reading a few books
related to the topic, followed by a project or exercise. Previously the topics have been the
Testimonies. Currently they are following the Meeting’s schedule on addressing Advices and
Queries, rewriting them in their own words. They are also inviting speakers from the Meeting
to share some part of their lives. Ari Standish, an older teen, is helping lead the activities, at
least until June. Teen aides Alma and Tansy Moon ably assist.

Announcements: Avotcja Jiltonilro thanked all for the Meeting’s support of relief efforts for
Puerto Rico, Domenica, and Texas. Updates are being posted on the Meeting’s Facebook page.

Tom Yamaguchi reported that the College Park Quarterly Meeting is being held on January 20
at San Francisco Friends Meeting. The Church World Service CROP Walk is April 29t" and
benefits the Berkeley Friends Pantry and YSA among other groups.

Beth Rodman announced that there will be an Adult Education Session on January 21:
Nominations: Growth or Decline? The panel will be Miftah Leath, Beth Rodman, John McCarthy
and Charlie Blanchard.

Susan Burr announced that on February 18, the working group on Power, Privilege and Race will
hold a discussion with listening and reflection based on four selections from the NY Times series
of short videos, "A Conversation on Race.”

Betsy Morris said that the Quaker Action Worship Group has been working with homeless

activists who may need bail as a result of their activities. Those interested in the creation of a
bail fund, please see her.

The Meeting closed at about 1:20 p.m. with silent worship

The next Meeting for Business will be held on February 11, 2018, at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley
Technology Academy.

Submitted by: Ralph Murphy, Clerk, Rachel Findley, Alternate Clerk, and Stephen McNeil,
Recording Clerk.



