
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, September 11, 2011 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at noon with silent worship.  Charles Blanchard clerked the meeting.  Thirty-three 
Friends were present.   Robin Standish read the reflections of the Care of the Meeting Committee on the 
Advices and Queries on Stewardship and Vocation.   
 
The minutes of the July 10, 2011 Meeting for Business were read and approved with the following 
correction: in Announcements, Susan Black’s statement was changed to “Susan Black said Rich Tittle 
was gravely ill and Friends should contact him now.”  
 
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
 
The Clerk thanked all who sat in last month as acting Clerk, Alternate Clerk, and Recording Clerk, and 
especially thanked Larry Strain for serving as acting Clerk for the last three months. 
 
The Clerk read from Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Faith and Practice two sections on the Meeting for 
Business (p. 31) and Friends’ decision-making process (p. 130). 
 
Out of a full set of correspondence received and sent, the Clerk noted that the letter laying down Sarah 
Emmer’s membership in the Meeting has been sent; a letter of introduction of Clifford Ham who is 
sojourning in Washington, DC has been sent; a note was read from the clerk of the FUM Trienniel 
Sessions on Elaine Emily’s travel minute; acknowledgement was received for the Meeting’s donation to 
Friends House along with a personal note from a resident; two letters from the Friends World Committee 
for Consultation—Section of the Americas announcing the appointment of San Francisco Friends 
Meeting member Robin Mohr as their new Executive Secretary and a thank you from FWCC for the 
Meeting’s donation along with a personal note from Robin Mohr  were received. 
 
The Clerk informed the Meeting that the letter terminating our position on the board of the East Bay 
Sanctuary Covenant has been sent but returned as undeliverable.  The matter will be referred to Peace, 
Earthcare and Social Witness Committee for follow-up. 
 
The Clerk noted that Friends are encouraged to let the Meeting know of address changes as soon as 
possible, as some of the return mail costs the Meeting postage. 
 
 
Old Business 
 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Sarah Hawthorne) The Clerk read the certificate of membership 
transfer letter for Patricia Netherly who is now at Nashville Friends Meeting, and Sarah confirmed that no 
concerns have been raised.  The Meeting approved the transfer. 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee) (Nancy Wilkinson) The Committee has heard no concerns 
about the transfer of Carl Thiermann from the Care of the Meeting Committee to the Worship and 
Ministry Committee.  The recommendation was approved.  
 
 
 



 
New Business 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee) (Nancy Wilkinson)  The committee reported that Sandra Lewis 
has asked to be relieved of her service as clerk of the Care of the Meeting Committee and recommends 
Ted Obbard as the new clerk.   
 
The committee recommends Sherrin Loyd as a member of Worship and Ministry Committee.  
 
The committee recommends the nomination of Rick Herbert as Representative to Friends Committee on 
Legislation of California (FCL).  
 
These nominations will season for one month. 
 
The committee reported that Emily Thurston is considering becoming the Newsletter Editor and asked 
that her name also be seasoned. 
 
New Naming Committee The Clerk, as is the Meeting’s practice, brought forth three names who were 
immediately willing to serve in this capacity:  Melinda Glines, Mary White, and Rhea Farley.  We went 
into silent worship to consider whether or not to accept the service of these Friends to nominate the 
Nominating Committee for 2012.  Some Friends recalled documentation of past work of Nominating 
Committees as well as recommendations from a year ago on ways to move forward in nominating certain 
positions.  The nominations were approved. 
 
Reports 
 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Sarah Hawthorne)  The committee wanted the Meeting to know that 
they are in a period of discernment and that they welcome input from Friends on two activities of the 
Meeting that are being reexamined: (1) the Retreat(s) and (2) the Twelfth Month event.  The Retreat 
attendance has dropped from a high of around 60 ten years ago to about 35 now.  Friends spoke of many 
reasons for the changes, ranging from changing demographics of family sizes to the pressures of modern 
life with heavy scheduling of children’s and adult’s activities.  The committee was not clear about 
assigning these tasks to another committee or to rely on the clerk of the Meeting to appoint an ad hoc 
committee.  Another Friend spoke of how the Retreat recently has served new attenders and members as 
an introduction to the Meeting and its many aspects.  New families also find connections during the First 
Day School/Nursery times.  The Committee welcomed further comments from Friends.  It was noted that 
space reservation for the Twelfth Month event needed to occur now.  The Clerk of the Meeting will 
follow-up via the list serve to see if anyone is willing to serve on an ad hoc group for the yearend event 
which could be as simple as a special potluck time after a Meeting for Worship. 
 
Mutual Care Committee (Susan Black)  The committee expressed a need for more information from 
those who might have it about the functioning of the Sharing Fund.  Nancy Wilkinson and Susan Black 
are setting up a website on “Lotsa Helping Hands” in order to facilitate helping those in Meeting who 
need meals, rides, and so on.  There will be separate website for those assisting Sandra Lewis during her 
illness at which messages can be exchanged.  Susan reported that those in the Meeting who were part of 
Rich Tittle’s  care-giving support group felt blessed by the experiences.  They might put on an interest 
group later in the Fall to explore how this worked and might be continued by others. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Beth Wrightson)  The Treasurer distributed a report of where things were as of the 
end of July 2011 for the Meeting ($146,397.03) and Fund balances for Travelling Ministries, Dime-A-
Gallon, Sharing, Retreat, and Site Funds.  Budget preparations are underway.  Richard Leath is assuming 



the duties of Treasurer this month, so please send all receipts and donations to him.  The Travelling 
Ministries Support Fund is low and announcements to encourage contributions will continue. 
 
Finance Committee (Beth Wrightson)  The committee noted that the $1,000 line item for Committee 
Service expenses has not been drawn upon and asked for clarification as to who administers its 
distribution.  Some present were unaware of its existence and purpose. The Clerk of the Meeting referred 
this question to the Care of the Meeting Committee, and Sarah Hawthorne explained that Care of Meeting 
Committee had set up this fund to encourage Friends to participate on committees by providing financial 
support for childcare, transportation, or other expenses.   
 
The committee plans on putting online the budget and future reports.  There will be an education and 
threshing session after Meeting on October 16th about whether or not the Meeting will accept donations of 
stock for immediate sale. 
 
The Meeting expressed appreciation for the service of Beth Wrightson as Treasurer, noting that her 
service continues as Clerk of Finance Committee. 
 
Representative to Pacific Yearly Meeting Report (Rick Herbert)  Rick reported that next year’s 
session will be later than usual, August 13-18, at Walker Creek Ranch in Marin.  There is a call for 
Representatives to serve for three years, which is at odds with the Meeting’s current practice of 
appointing someone for one year as Observer and then the second year as the Representative.  A Friend 
noted that there also other calls for a larger role in connecting the Yearly Meeting to the Monthly Meeting 
that will require changes to the existing job description.  Annual contribution per member is now at 
$87/member.  There is also work under way to reduce the time spent on mundane business matters to find 
more time for spiritual discernment and refreshment. 
 
Worship and Ministry Committee (Ralph Murphy and Elizabeth Strain)  The committee reported a 
minor change in their job description to clarify the function of the anchoring committee:  “arrange and 
care for clearness and anchoring (oversight) committees….”  The committee invited responses and will 
decide whether or not the change is significant enough to bring back to the meeting for business. 
 
The committee noted that the Travelling Ministries Fund needs donations, and they will be making 
appeals after Meeting for Worship. 
 
Elizabeth expressed appreciation for the services of those Friends recently involved in arranging 
memorial services:  Carolyna Marks (Stephen McNeil, Larry Perry, and Robin Standish) and Rich Tittle 
(Susan Black, James Hosley, Al Thompson, and Larry Strain). Dee Rossman’s memorial service will be 
on September 24 and Elizabeth is arranging for travel from North Berkeley BART for those who contact 
her soon. 
 
Announcements 
 
Charles Blanchard announced for the Communications Committee that as we have no Newsletter Editor, 
we may not have a September newsletter.  Those with concerns should contact Peter Lin (a Friend noted 
that the business meeting minutes will have to go out somehow). 
 
Tom Yamaguchi noted that there will be a Locavore Potluck on October 9, but that not all ingredients 
need to be local: the Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness and Loaves and Fishes Committees are 
sponsoring the potluck. 
 



Joyce Samati for the Site Committee noted that we have been at the Berkeley Technology Academy for 
ten years as of this Fall.  There will be a session from noon to 1:30 on September 18 to hear back findings 
from the recent survey made by the committee on where Friends are now regarding a new site. 
 
Avotcja asked for transportation from her home to the Meeting for the Locavore Potluck meal so that she 
could bring food.  She noted that there is a great poetry reading going this afternoon. 
 
The next Business Meeting will be held on October 9, 2011 at noon at the Berkeley Technology Academy 
following the Locavore Potluck. 
 
The meeting closed at 2:05 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Charles Blanchard, clerk, Larry Strain, Alternate Clerk; and Stephen McNeil, Recording 
Clerk 


