
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, June 14, 2009 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 11:55 a.m. with silent worship.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked the meeting.  
Thirty-three Friends were present.   Jay Smith read the reflections of the First Day School Committee on 
the Advices and Queries on Harmony with Creation.  The reflections were prepared jointly by the 
Committee and the children and parents of the First Day School. 
 
The minutes of the May 10, 2009 Meeting for Business were read and approved without correction.  
 
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
 
At the recent Clerks’ Workshop the Clerk noted that the Meeting supports the Clerk wonderfully.  The 
committee clerks and officers have asked how they can help with the work of the Meeting so that it does 
not fall disproportionately on the Clerk. 
 
At the request of the Meeting Jay Smith checked with Victor Diaz about how the Meeting might help at 
this time following the murders of two former students of the Berkeley Technology Academy.  Victor 
said he wanted to make a Day of Wellness for the teachers.  Jay offered our help in setting up such a day. 
 
The Meeting received a letter from the Woolman Semester asking for support for a student at the School.  
The request was referred to the Care of the Meeting Committee. 
 
Old Business 
 
Minute on Information in the Meeting Directory (Communications Committee)(Tom Yamaguchi) 
The minute on the process for changing information in the Meeting Directory was read for a second time.  
After a few changes, the Meeting adopted the following minute: 
“Whenever a Member or active Attender listed in our distributed Meeting Directory wishes to 
electronically update her/his/family information he/she/they shall send a written note either hand 
delivered after Meeting for Worship, mailed or sent via email to our data base keeper.  The request to 
update one’s personal information shall identify what – if anything – should be posted to our password 
protected private Yahoo Strawberry Creek webpage.  If no direction is given, no changes will be posted 
electronically.  Changes in the printed Directory would then only be published at the next scheduled 
publication and distribution of our Meeting Directory or Meeting Directory Update.” 
 
First Day School Committee Revised Job Description (First Day School Committee) (Jay Smith) A 
revised job description for the First Day School Committee has seasoned for one month.  The Committee 
has heard no concerns about the revision and has made no changes to it.  The Meeting approved the 
revised job description. 
 
Minutes on the appointment of the Naming Committee (Nominating Committee)(John McCarthy) 
Three minutes have seasoned for one month:  1) changing the Nominating Committee job description to 
provide that the term of the Nominating Committee shall be from December 15 through December 14,  2) 
changing the job description to provide that each year in December the old and new Nominating 
committees will meet jointly, and 3) changing the Naming Committee job description to provide that the 
Meeting Clerk will propose the names of the Naming Committee prior to the September Business 
Meeting and that one of the members of the Naming Committee should be a recent member of the  



Nominating Committee.  The Nominating Committee has heard no concerns about the minutes.  The 
Meeting approved the minutes. 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee)(John McCarthy) The Committee has received no concerns 
about the nominations of Larry Strain, AFSC Representative;  Marianne Kearney-Brown, Facilities 
Committee;  Eric Bellis and Kusia Hreshchyshyn, Loaves and Fishes Committee .  The Meeting approved 
the nominations. 
 
New Business 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee)(John McCarthy)  Heather Alden has requested being release 
from service as the Teen Coordinator so that she may serve as a member of the Site Committee.  The 
Meeting approved her request for release and noted its appreciation for her service.  Her nomination to the 
Site Committee will season for one month.  
 
The Nominating Committee needs volunteers for the Facilities and Loaves and Fishes committees and the 
Teen coordinator position.  
 
The Committee presented its annual report.   This year it contacted  about 180 Strawberries in order to try 
to fill about 120 positions in the Meeting.  The Committee expressed appreciation for everyone who has 
agreed to serve.  Especially helpful were those who said that although they may have preferred a 
particular position or committee for service, they were willing to serve where ever the Meeting had need 
for them.  It was a matter of concern that a significant number of well-seasoned Friends were quite 
restrictive in their willingness to serve.  This not only makes the task of nominating more difficult, but it 
also makes it more difficult for the Committee to continually revitalize committees by bringing on new 
members.  The Committee’s report contained many suggestions to the Meeting on how to restructure 
committees and their intercommunication so that they can function better.  These suggestions will be 
considered by the Care of the Meeting Committee for recommendations to be brought back to the 
Meeting.  
 
Membership Request of Dann Naseemullah (Care of the Meeting Committee) (Charlie Blanchard)  
The report of the membership committee for Dann Naseemullah was read.  The committee and the Care 
of the Meeting Committee recommend approval.  The request will season for one month. 
 
Meeting Donation to the Western Quaker Work Camps (Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness 
Committee (Elizabeth Strain) The Committee is requesting that the Meeting add Western Quaker Work 
Camps to the list of organizations to which the Meeting makes annual $150 donations.  This project of 
Inter Mountain Yearly Meeting is in need of help because the American Friends Service Committee has 
had to withdraw financial support.  Several friends spoke in favor of making the donation.  The request 
was referred to the Finance Committee. 
 
Reports 
 
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum)  The Silent Auction held by 
the Meeting for the Friends Committee on Legislation of California raised over $2000.  A thank you letter 
from Kevan Insko of FCL was read.   
 
The Meeting has received a request from Grass Valley Meeting to send a letter to the State Department 
requesting that it urge Israel to take full responsibility for the incident which resulted in the injury to 
Tristan Anderson.  Grass Valley also requests financial support for the family.  Peace, Earthcare and 
Social Witness will be considering this matter and bringing it back for action in July. 



 
A donation of $400 from the Dime A Gallon fund was made to Youth Spirit Artworks.  This group assists 
youth to recycle discarded furniture by restoring and turning them into works of art.  A five minute video 
describing the group’s work was viewed by the Meeting. 
 
There will be a “tabling event” on October 4th at which all nonprofit organizations connected with the 
Meeting may staff a table to provide information about their organization.  
 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Charlie Blanchard) The Committee held a productive Clerks’ and 
Representatives Workshop on June 6th which was attended by 24 people. 
 
The Committee has two membership requests in process. 
 
Sierra Friends Center Representative (Cindy Trueblood) Friends are invited to consider the Sierra 
Friends Camps for children nine through fourteen years old.   
 
Woolman Semester needs to raise $50,000 before July 31.  There will be a gathering July 26th to hear 
about the work of the Woolman Semester. 
 
Worship and Ministry Committee (Rachel Findley)  The Committee is considering ways to make the 
Meeting more welcoming to newcomers.  One proposal is to wear nametags during the coffee hour after 
the rise of Meeting.  A discussion occurred where many Friends expressed support for the idea and gave a 
few suggestions on how it could be implemented.  Others expressed reservations.  The Committee is 
requesting that additional comments be given to one of the members of the Committee. 
 
Communications Committee (Tom Yamaguchi) The Committee is now organized with three former 
committees (Electronic Resources, Newsletter, and Library) now constituting workgroups of the 
Committee.  The full committee will meet several times a year. 
 
First Day School Committee (Jay Smith)  The First Day School had 37 children participating this year.  
Certificates of participation will be presented after Meeting for Worship on June 21st.  The names of the 
children who have participated at least a third of the time will be sent to the Recorder for keeping in the 
Meeting’s records 
 
Announcements 
 
There will be a locavore potluck after the rise of Meeting on July 12, 2009 
 
Pacific Yearly Meeting will be held July 27th through August 1, 2009.  Registration materials are 
available online.  The deadline for an early registration discount is June 24th. 
 
The next Business Meeting will be held on July 12, 2009 at 12 p.m. at the Berkeley Technology Academy. 
 
The meeting closed at 2:05 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk;   Susan Burr, Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, 
Recording Clerk 


