Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, October 9, 2016
Minutes

The Meeting opened at 12:05 p.m. with silent worship. Ralph Murphy clerked the
Meeting. Joyce Samati served as Acting Recording Clerk. Thirty-three Friends were
present. Betsy Morris read the Advices and Queries on “Peace”. Friends settled into
worship to reflect on these; several offered responses as led by Spirit.

The agenda was reviewed and accepted, after noting two changes of reports to be
made and the addition of one announcement.

The minutes for the September 11, 2016 Meeting for Business were read and
approved with two corrections: the Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness
Committee’s potluck was held at Youth Spirit Artworks, and the Power, Privilege
and Race working group is working to find ways for Meeting to address these issues
within ourselves. This group, clerked by Susan Burr, is now under the care of Care of
the Meeting Committee.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business:

The Clerk will write a letter of introduction on behalf of Meeting for Lynne and Peter
D’Angelo, who will be traveling with the Friendly Folkdancers to Kenya from
November 26 to December 22, 2016. This group, under the care of Northern Yearly
Meeting, will share greetings, fellowship and prayers for peace through dance.

In response to a recommendation from the Finance Committee, the Clerk will write
a letter expressing Meeting’s loving support to the First Congregational Church of
Berkeley, as they recover from damages caused by a recent fire. It was noted that no
financial need has been identified. Meeting approved sending this letter.

Old Business:

Care of Meeting Committee: Nancy Wilkinson reported that no concerns were
raised during the month of seasoning the membership transfer for Barbara Birch.
Meeting happily approved Barbara’s membership in Strawberry Creek Monthly
Meeting. Beth Rodman, convener, Nancy Wilkinson, Rhea Farley and Judith
Schumacher-Jennings will serve as a welcoming committee.

Nominating Committee: Co-Clerk Miftah Leath reported no concerns were
received on the nominations brought to the September Meeting for Business of
Sarah Hawthorne to the Communications Committee, Sally Hindman to the Peace,
Earthcare and Social Witness Committee, and Mary White and Nathan Moon to the
First Day Children’s Program Committee. Meeting approved the nominations of
these four Friends.



New Business:

Nominating Committee: Co-Clerk Miftah Leath brought the names of Barb Tittle
and Renee Watkins to continue serving as co-clerks of Mutual Care Committee for
the remainder of the current committee year. These nominations will season for
one month. Any concerns should be brought to the nominating committee.

Care of the Meeting Committee: Rhea Farley reported that the Care of the Meeting
Committee unites with the membership clearness committee for Jay Cash in
recommending him for membership in Meeting. She shared a report on Jay’s
journey, which led him to make this request for membership. This recommendation
will season for one month. Any concerns should be brought to the Care of the
Meeting Committee.

Communications Committee: Amy Dewey presented a revised Web Coordinator
Job Description which clarified desirable qualifications for this position, including
the technology the web coordinator will need to use. Printed copies were provided.
Meeting will season this job description for one month.

Reports:

Communications Committee: Amy Dewey reported that the committee used an
outline provided by Nominating Committee to create a job description template.

It is available at the bottom of the Committees page on our Meeting’s website:
http://strawberrycreek.quaker.org/Committees.html Miftah Leath, co-clerk of
Nominating Committee, encouraged all committees to use this template when
revising job descriptions, to present key information clearly. The Communications
Committee is still working on its committee’s job description, as well as the job
descriptions for the Librarian and Newsletter Editor.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (PESW): Sally Hindman
reported on the second year of the continuing collaboration between Youth Spirit
Artworks and the Woolman Semester, which has now completed two of the four
years funded by the Carolyna Marks Bequest. Youth from both programs shared
spirited time with engaging activities centering on themes of peacemaking and
social justice, twice in Berkeley and once at the Sierra Friends Center near Nevada
City. They are grateful for Meeting’s support; no changes in program planning are
needed at this time.

Judith Schumacher-Jennings reported that on November 20 there will be an adult ed
session with Shelley Tanenbaum on Standing Rock and Economic Justice. On
October 15 the PESW co-clerks will meet with the Power, Privilege and Race
working group to explore an upcoming adult ed session. At the October committee
meeting the changing of the name of the Dime-A-Gallon Fund and a clearness
process about its purpose and function will be discussed, as well as the Advices and
Queries for the next Meeting for Business. It was noted that Governor Brown signed
AB2590, the “Restorative Justice Act” and SB32, creating emissions limits of 40
percent by 2030. The committee encourages all to vote in the coming election.


http://strawberrycreek.quaker.org/Committees.html

PESW has agreed to steward the Bike/Walk event organized this year by Jay Cash.
The 50t Harvest Festival held in Palo Alto to support the FCLCA (Friends Committee
on Legislation of California) was successful. Strawberry Creek’s FCLCA Fundraiser
will be next Spring. The next committee meeting will be on October 23, 2016.

Announcements:

A. Susan Burr announced that the Power, Privilege and Race working group will
have an adult ed session based on Ta-Nehisi Coates’ book Between the World and
Me on Sun., October 30 following Meeting.

B. The Fall College Park Quarterly Meeting will be held at the Sierra Friends Center
Fri. - Sun., October 14 - 16, 2016.

C. Meeting’s Fall Retreat will be October 22, 2016 at Redwood Gardens in Berkeley.
The Meeting closed at 1:30 p.m. with silent worship.

The next Meeting for Business will be held on November 13,2016 at 11:50 a.m.
at the Berkeley Technology Academy.

Submitted by: Ralph Murphy, Clerk, Rachel Findley, Alternate Clerk and Joyce
Samati, Acting Recording Clerk



