
 

 

Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Minutes of the Meeting for Business 
First Day, October 8, 2006 
  
Meeting for Business opened at 11:50 a.m. with silent worship. Larry Strain clerked the meeting. 
Thirty- eight Friends were present. John McCarthy of Care of the Meeting read reflections on the 
Advices & Queries regarding the Meeting Community. 
  
Minutes of the September 10, 2006 meeting for business were approved with the following 
corrections: 

• Kathy Barnhart read the Advices & Queries on Peace for the Retreat Committee. 
• Old Business: Worship and Ministry Committee: The job description is complete.   
• New Business: Richard Leath: The Data Base Job has been updated, not the data base. 
• Report from Mutual Care: Should read that friends of Stephanie Kennedy gave a donation to 

the meeting, not Stephanie’s family. 
• Report from First Day School: Should read that the teens received a stipend for volunteering 

in the nursery. 
• Announcements: Friends Committee on Legislation Annual Dinner: The dinner is not for 

Loni Hancock, she is the speaker. 
• Announcements: Lynne D’Angelo: Check books from Stephanie for a SCM Library stamp. 

  
Correspondence & Clerk’s Business: 

• The Clerk read a letter of condolence to the Amish community in the aftermath of the school 
shooting. The meeting approved the letter, and requested that the clerk also send a letter of 
condolence to the non-Amish family of the perpetrator. 

• The meeting received letters of thanks from the World Committee of Consultation for our 
contribution, and from Friends Committee of Legislation for our participation in the 
legislative priorities process. 

• The Clerk read a letter from Thomas Markham requesting transfer of membership to 
Fayetteville Friends Meeting in Fayetteville, Arkansas, and thanking Strawberry Creek 
Meeting for their love and support.  

• The meeting received a card from Betty Harris thanking the meeting for our spiritual and 
emotional support and for teaching her children about Quakerism. 

• The Posada is scheduled for Saturday, December 16, 2006, at Berkeley Friends Church. 
• The letter in support of Humboldt Meeting members visiting Guantanamo Bay Prison was 

sent. 
   
Old Business 
  
Nominating Committee (Charlie Blanchard): No concerns were raised regarding the current 
nominations. Meeting approved Sasha Hauswald to serve on Adult Education and Tim Melton to 
serve on Facilities. 
  
Database Keeper (Richard Leath): The job description has received a considerable amount of 
constructive responses. The revised job description will season for one month. 



 

 

  
Sierra Friends Center (Joyce Samati): No comments were received on the new job description. 
Meeting approved the new job description. 
  
Officers job descriptions (Larry Strain): 
A paragraph describing the additional duties for serving on the board of the SCM Corporation was 
read. The paragraph will be added to the current job descriptions for all the officers, clerks and 
committees that serve on the board. This will be seasoned for one month. Revised Officers job 
descriptions will be placed in the job description binder and on the list-serve. 
  
New Business 
  
Nominating Committee (Charlie Blanchard): Margaret Schneider has requested that she be 
released from the Hospitality Committee. Elizabeth Strain has requested that she be released for the 
remainder of her term on Nominating Committee. The Committee thanked them for their service to 
the meeting. Elsa Glines, who serves on Hospitality committee, has agreed to co-clerk the 
committee. Viv Barton was nominated to serve on Loaves and Fishes. The nomination will season 
for one month. Nominating Committee encouraged people in the meeting to come forward if they 
are not currently serving on a committee and would like to serve. 
  
Friends House Moscow (Carl Anderson and Dharma Yamaguchi): Carl Anderson and Dharma 
Yamaguchi attended a session led by the clerk of Moscow Meeting, Dr. Mikial Roschin. A great 
deal of the session was spent on the war in Chechnya. A Russian embassy worker came to the 
event, and seemed open to the Quaker perspective on this terrible conflict. Additionally, Moscow 
Monthly Meeting appears to have complete legal status, and now can openly post their meeting for 
worship time and address on their website. 
  
Interfaith Council of the Presidio (Leonard Joy): Leonard has been serving on the Interfaith 
Council of the Presidio, and is the only Quaker serving on the council. He would like to step down 
from the position and feels it is important that a Quaker perspective be represented.  He asks that 
anyone who feels led to serve to contact him. 
  
Peace Earth Care and Social Witness (Shelley Tanenbaum): Shelley presented a minute on 
climate change, drafted by James Hosley, Shelley Tanenbaum and Joe Morris in collaboration with 
Santa Monica Meeting.  After a lengthy discussion that included many suggestions and comments, 
the meeting agreed that PEC&SW will continue to labor on the proposed minute and reflect on the 
suggestions given to them by the meeting. The minute will be brought to the November Business 
Meeting. Anyone who has further input is invited to attend the next upcoming Peace Earthcare and 
Social Witness Committee. 
  
Library Committee (Peter Lin): The Library Committee feels the current space for the meeting’s 
library is unmanageable and that the meeting needs a room or space large enough to accommodate 
all library books in the meeting’s possession. Currently the library is divided among the library cart, 
the Meeting’s storage space, and homes of Meeting members. They would like to look into renting 
office space for our library. Peter has found rental space for around $400 a month. The space could 
also accommodate Meeting’s storage and possibly a computer as well. Our rented storage space, 



 

 

which has limited accessibility, is around $120/mo. Peter asked for feedback about this idea, and 
will bring a proposal to the meeting at some point in the near future. 
  
First Day School (Lee Douglas): The Middle School group is currently studying Community and 
would like to make a video about Meeting and the greater community. They are asking for 
permission to video tape aspects of Meeting -- Social hour, committee meetings, interviews with 
individuals and possibly parts of Meeting for Business. The meeting approved the project with the 
following restrictions: (1) the Middle School will make an announcement to everyone at the rise of 
Meeting if they are going to be filming. Lee Douglas will contact parents of FDS children to make 
sure they are comfortable with the filming. (2) The Middle School will obtain permission from 
individuals for interviews. (3) The Clerk, Alternate Clerk and Recording Clerk will identify items 
on the agenda that are appropriate to film at Meeting for Business. 
  
 Reports 
  
Peace Earthcare and Social Witness (James Hosley): Reflections on the “Holding Earth in the 
Light” retreat will be held during the Adult Education Session in October. The retreat was very 
successful and was well attended by Strawberry Creek Meeting and 14 other meetings. The 
committee thanked Ralph Murphy for his work on the retreat.  
 
The committee is planning a worship sharing session on October 29, to address the despair in the 
meeting concerning the Iraq War and the use of torture by the U.S. government. Susan Strong has 
been posting a calendar of events on the list server and makes an announcement twice a month. The 
committee urged individuals to attend the ongoing vigil to end torture held in front of Boalt Hall 
every Tuesday from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.  
 
A new Earthcare display is being created by Jen Russell, Shelley Tanenbaum, and James Hosley. 
  
Sierra Friends Center (Cindy Trueblood): Sierra Friends Center is requesting broader support 
from Quarterly. The Center is currently fundraising, and has committed to a 3-5 year campaign to 
raise $300,000. Many families in Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting have given so far. The center 
is using consultants to help them create a business plan. Sierra Friends Center has a new head.  
They are currently conducting student recruitment, including outreach in the Northeast; and would 
like to sustain a staff of 18. Student activities include: research on the UN peacekeeping board; a 
project with an environmental group which was covered by NPR; and dance worship.  There is a 
plan to send students to Mexico for a service learning project.  
  
Worship and Ministry (Kathy Barnhart): The committee is requesting that people raise their hands 
if they cannot hear what is being said instead of speaking out. Sara Hawthorne and Susan Black are 
currently working on ways to improve people’s ability to hear during meeting. The committee 
asked individuals to refrain from “eldering” others in the meeting and to bring their concerns to 
Worship and Ministry who will address their concerns. 
  
Child Safety Committee (Katherine Youngmeister): The bathrooms are unsupervised spaces at our 
site. The committee recommends that children under six be accompanied by adults when using the 
bathroom and older children might go in pairs. Middle School and High School children do not 



 

 

need to be accompanied. The committee will incorporate this recommendation into the child safety 
policy. 
  
Electronic Communications and Resources Committee (Tom Yamaguchi): The committee is 
working on the revised Web Coordinator job description.  Tom Yamaguchi, Aurora Fox, and Peter 
Sam are working on updating the Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting’s website. There are currently 
two web groups for Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting. The official group is with Electric Embers 
(NPO). The other group is registered with Yahoo. People are still using the Yahoo group and many 
have not migrated to NPO. The committee is exploring three options on how to deal with this: (1) 
each web group could have its own purpose and use. (2) End the use of Yahoo group. (3) End the 
use of NPO group. The Dime-A-Gallon web page is currently being maintained by Peace, 
Earthcare, and Social Witness Committee. 
  
Mutual Care Committee (Lynne D‘Angelo): The committee welcomes Leonard Joy as an ex-
officio member.  A clearness committee has been meeting with Betsy Morris and Raines Cohen. 
The committee is in unity in recommending the couple’s marriage be under the care of Meeting. 
This will season for one month. Concerns may be brought to the committee.  A sub-committee of 
Mutual Care has been working to clarify and communicate SCM's expectations regarding 
supervision of children and with one family in particular to resume full participation in the meeting. 
The agreement with the family has been that they leave right after announcements. The policy has 
been modified to allow the family to stay during social hour*.  (*Subsequent to the September 
Meeting for Business, some minor difficulties arose regarding the change announced at Meeting for 
Business.  For now we have reverted to the prior agreement, with the family leaving right after 
announcements.  The committees and the family involved will continue to work together to find a 
solution that works for all.)  
 
Care of the Meeting Community Committee (John McCarthy): The committee recommends that 
the membership of Thomas Markham be transferred to the Fayetteville Friends Meeting. After 
prayer and discussion, the committee is prepared to accept Lee Winkelman’s resignation of her 
membership. The committee is working on scheduling the next clerk’s meeting. The committee is 
asking for suggestions regarding improving and maintaining community. 
  
Site Committee (Patricia Netherly): The committee is currently putting together a business plan. 
They are continuing to look at different options for purchasing a property. All concerns or ideas 
regarding our current site or our plans for a long term site should be brought to the committee. 
  
Rick Herbert (Berkeley Technology Academy): Rick Herbert spoke with the principle of the 
Berkeley Technology Academy about the Alternatives to Violence Project. Rick expressed his 
desire to have individuals in the meeting who are trained in AVP to hold sessions for the high 
school students. He clarified that he was not speaking on behalf of the meeting. 
  
Announcements 
  
Fall Quarterly Meeting to be held at Sierra Friends Center from October 13-15, 2006. 
Next Meeting for Business is on November 12, 2006 at 11:50 a.m. at Berkeley Technology 
Academy. 



 

 

  
The meeting closed at 2:37 p.m. with silent worship. 
  
Respectfully submitted, Larry Strain, Clerk; Dharma Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk; Leonard Joy, 
Alternate Clerk. 

 


