
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Minutes of the Meeting for Business 
First Day, January 14, 2007 
  
Meeting for Business opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship. Larry Strain clerked the meeting.  
Forty-Seven Friends were present.  Bob Burnett on behalf Mutual Care Committee read reflections 
on the Advices & Queries regarding Spiritual Life. 
  
Minutes of the December 10, 2006 Meeting for Business were approved with the following 
corrections: 
 

· Finance:  The following sentence should be included under Old Business for Finance “The 
meeting approved the meeting’s budget report.” 

 
· Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL): The phrase “capital reserves” which appears 

twice in the report should be changed to “reserves”.  
 
· Sierra Friends Center: The following sentence in the report should be changed from “More 

than $300,000.00 was raised in the last 3 months as a part of the Woolman Semester’s goal 
of financial stability” to “More than $300,000.00 was raised since the spring of 2006 as a 
part of the Woolman Semester’s goal of financial stability.” 

 
The following correction should be made to the Minutes of the November 12, 2006 Meeting for 

Business. 
 
·     Finance:  The sentence “The meeting approved the meeting‘s budget.” should be changed to 

“The budget report was submitted to the meeting, and will season for one month.” 
   

Correspondence & Clerk’s Business: 
 

· Letters were received from Jessica Bucciarelli and Katherine Jaramillo, Maggie Ely, and 
Susan Hightower-Palmquist (“scattered Strawberries”) giving updates about their lives.  

 
· The meeting received a letter from Baltimore Monthly Meeting commending Steve 

Sammuelsson and Deirdre Kennedy to the care of Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting, 
Berkeley Monthly Meeting, and San Francisco Monthly Meeting.  Steve and Deirdre are in 
the process of moving to the San Francisco Bay Area. 

 
· The meeting has received letters of thanks from Friends House Moscow and Berkeley Food 

Pantry for our donations. 
 
·     David and Leslie Leonard have requested that their membership be changed to sojourning 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

membership at Sussex East Monthly Meeting in England, so they can participate in the 
meeting.  The clerk read the Minute of Sojourn, which the meeting approved.  The Minute 
of Sojourn will be mailed to the Clerk of Sussex East Monthly Meeting. 

 
·     The meeting had received the letter and certificate of transfer regarding Rhea Farley’s 

membership from Redding Friends Monthly Meeting to Strawberry Creek Monthly 
Meeting.  The letter and certificate was passed to Care of the Meeting Committee. 

 
·    The clerk reported that Worship and Ministry and Care of the Meeting are continuing to 

address the concern for welcoming newcomers presented to the last Meeting for Business.  
The clerk voiced appreciation that the meeting as a whole understood that everyone shares 
this responsibility. 

 
·     The following were named to prepare the State of the Meeting Report: Helen Haug, (from 

Care of the Meeting), Sarah Hawthorne, (from Worship and Ministry), and Jed Appelman. 
 
·  Lincoln Moses passed away on December 17, 2006.  A Meeting for Worship to remember 

the life of Lincoln Moses will be held on February 17, 2007 at Palo Alto Monthly Meeting.  
A moment of silence was held in remembrance of Lincoln Moses. 

   
Old Business 
  
Naming Committee (Rich Tittle):  Absent concerns, the meeting approved the nomination of Rhea 
Farley to serve on Nominating Committee.  The clerk voiced concern that the Nominating 
Committee, which usually had seven members, now only had six to do the same level of work.  The 
Naming Committee had worked hard to find a seventh member, but was no longer actively seeking 
another individual to serve on the committee.  However, it would still accept applications of 
individuals called to serve on this committee.  After a period of worship, Betsy Morris requested 
that her name be submitted for nomination to the Nominating Committee. 
 
Nominating Committee (Pam Calvert):  There were no concerns brought to the Nominating 
Committee concerning the nominations of Elaine Emily, Anne Maiden Brown, and Laura Magnani.  
The meeting approved Elaine Emily to serve on Mutual Care; Anne Maiden Brown to serve as 
PYM Representative, and Laura Magnani to serve as PYM Observer.  
  
New Business 
  
Electronic Resources Committee (Tom Yamaguchi):  The following was submitted to the meeting 
for approval: (1) Strawberry Creek Meeting’s Web Coordinator job description. (2) Draft Policy on 
Private Group Eligibility. (3)  A recommendation to end the NPO group and continue the Yahoo 
group as the official web group for Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting.  The committee gave six 
reasons for its recommendation: (1)  privacy is now less of a concern than it was initially; (2)  the 
Yahoo group has grown, but the NPO group has not; (3)  NPO group features are not always 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

compatible with all web browsers; (4)  it is difficult for the meeting to maintain two web groups; (5)  
there is so little content on the NPO group that it can be easily transferred to the Yahoo group; (6)  
the meeting will save around $100 a year if we end the NPO group.  The recommendation to end 
the NPO group and use the Yahoo group as the official web group for Strawberry Creek Monthly 
Meeting will season for one month.  The Strawberry Creek Meeting’s Web Coordinator job 
description and Draft Policy on Private Group Eligibility will also season for one month. 
 
Reports 
 
Treasurer (Ralph Murphy):  The treasurer submitted the Income and Expenditure Report for the 
Year Ending 2006.  The meeting ended the 2006 year with a net income of $4,478.57.  Adult 
Education shows a net income from the sale of books.  The Retreat Committee spent $2,000.00 to 
pay the full share of cost to Ben Lomond Quaker Center for the 2006 Spring Retreat.  The clerk 
reminded the meeting that in the past a gift had been given to the custodian at Berkeley Technology 
Academy.  The meeting approved giving the custodian a $100.00 gift certificate. 
 
Worship and Ministry (Kathy Barnhart):  The committee was searching for ways to improve the 
sound volume for the hearing impaired during Meeting for Worship, and requested suggestions of 
how this might be done. 
 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Nancy Wilkinson):  In December of 2006, the committee 
received a package from Pacific Yearly Meeting concerning “Year of Discernment.”  The 
committee noted the relevance of the topic to our Meeting.  The committee will work with the 
meeting on reviewing the queries in a variety of ways including conducting a session with Adult 
Education.   
 
The committee is seasoning a proposal that Pacific Yearly Meeting join Friends General 
Conference (FGC).  
 
The committee reminded individuals that concerns regarding safety in meeting should be brought to 
the attention of the Child Safety Committee- Larry Strain, Nancy Wilkinson, and Katherine 
Youngmeister. 
 
Mutual Care Committee (Joyce Samati):  The following minute to record the marriage of Betsy 
Morris and Raines Cohen was read and approved: 
 
“A meeting for worship on the occasion of marriage was held for Betsy Morris and Raines Cohen 
under the care of Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting on December 9, 2006.  Betsy and Raines 
wrote a letter requesting marriage under the care of Strawberry Creek, and a clearness committee 
consisting of Laura Cornell, Jay Smith, Tom Yamaguchi, and Lynne D’Angelo, convener met with 
the couple several times.  A recommendation that the marriage go forward under the care of 
Strawberry Creek was brought to the October meeting for business.  The recommendation was 
seasoned for one month before being approved in the November meeting for business.  An 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

arrangements committee was formed consisting of Susan Black, Peter Klement, Richard Leath, 
Barbara Perry, Dee Rossman, Susan Strong, and clerked by Lynne D’Angelo.  The arrangements 
committee worked with the couple to make this a joyous occasion.  All the support from the various 
Strawberries in the many ways they helped and supported this wedding made this truly a wedding 
under Strawberry Creek’s care.” 
 
Betsy Morris followed the reading of the minute by giving special thanks to each individual who 
assisted in the wedding.  She informed the meeting that the wedding photographs could be viewed 
on-line at www.flickr.com under “betsyraineswedding.”   
 
The next Mutual Care Committee meeting will be held on February 12, 2007. 
 
Announcements 
 
College Park Quarterly Meeting will be held on January 20, 2007 at San Francisco Meetinghouse.  
Registration will be at 8:15 a.m., and the meeting will last until around 4:30 p.m. 
 
Nancy Wilkinson announced that the group “Seeds for Afghanistan” is requesting seeds for 
vegetables and flowers in “Gardening zone 4.”   
 
An anti-war demonstration will be held on January 27, 2007 in San Francisco, California. 
 
Cindy Trueblood invited anyone interested to join her in exploring ideas on ways to teach children 
values which are consistent with the Testimonies of Friends, and how to assist them with their own 
spiritual paths.  Cindy is particularly interested in intergenerational activities. 
 
Elizabeth Moses Strain gave a special thanks to all of the Friends who assisting in the Christmas 
food packing on December 17, 2006 at the Berkeley Friends Church for the Berkeley Food Pantry. 
 
The next Meeting for Business will be held on February 11, 2007 at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley 
Technology Academy.   
  
The meeting closed at 1:20 p.m. with silent worship. 
  
Respectfully submitted: Larry Strain, Clerk; Dharma Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk, Susan Burr, 
Temporary Alternate Clerk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


