
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, July 13, 2008 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 12:10 pm with silent worship.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked.  Thirty-eight 
Friends were present.   Sarah Hawthorne read reflections of the Worship and Ministry Committee on the 
Advices & Queries on Simplicity. 
 
The minutes of the June 8, 20008 Meeting for Business were read and approved without correction. 

 
Correspondence & Clerk’s Business 
 
The Clerk reported that there was no correspondence or Clerk’s Business to bring to the Meeting. 
 
Old Business 
 
Relationship with Berkeley Technology Academy (Jay Smith) Jay Smith had a telephone conversation 
with Victor Diaz the Principal of Berkeley Technology Academy.  Victor expressed an interest in a closer 
relationship between the Academy community and our Meeting.  He suggested having ongoing meetings, 
perhaps once or twice a month.  He also said there was a parents group that might participate.  From the 
conversation, Jay believed that the site issues which have come up will be addressed.  He also noted that a 
room with a sink has become available which will help First Day School with its activities. 
 
New Business 
 
Minute Opposing Torture (Peace, Earthcare & Social Witness) (Shelley Tanenbaum)  About a year 
ago our meeting adopted a minute opposing torture to join the National Religious Campaign Against 
Torture (NRCAT).  However, Peace, Earthcare & Social Witness has found that we are not listed with 
other meetings opposing torture by Friends Committee on National Legislation.  PESW recommends that 
the Meeting adopt the following minute so that our meeting may be added to the list: 
 
“Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting reaffirms its belief in the Light in every person.  This belief, our 
historical experience, and our testimonies of peace, justice and equality lead us to condemn torture for any 
purpose.  Torture by any means is immoral.  It degrades everyone involved – policy-makers, perpetrators 
and victims.  The government of a conscientious people must cease practicing torture directly upon 
prisoners in detention centers such as Guantanamo and in secret “black sites” and indirectly through 
rendition or threat of rendition to countries where prisoners may be tortured by foreign governments.” 
 
One Friend raised a concern that the phrase “our historical experience” is not accurate because torture has 
not been our actual experience as Friends.  A discussion occurred where some Friends expressed concern 
that the words of the minute should be followed by suggested actions and that it should be seen as part of 
an ongoing process.   Shelley reminded us that the Peace and Justice Workgroup has the war in Iraq and 
opposition to torture as its two priorities.  The Workgroup has co-sponsored and promoted the showing 
of a film about torture, solicited letter writing, and has been actively working with other groups 
including the interfaith group Bay Area Religious Campaign Against Torture.  Friends were invited to join 
in the work of the Workgroup in opposing torture.    
 
The Meeting approved the minute.  Lisa Hubbell requested that she be recorded as standing aside from 
including in the minute the phrase “our historical experience”.  
 



 Revised Traveling Ministries Fund Procedure (Worship & Ministry) (Sarah Hawthorne)  A revised 
procedure for the Traveling Ministries Fund was presented.  The Fund was set up to provide at least some 
support to Friends engaged in a traveling ministry.  Changes include:  distinguishing the Fund from the 
Scholarship Fund, defining a traveling ministry as usually being away from home at least one night, 
eliminating impractical deadlines, giving consideration to the ecological footprint caused by the ministry,  
and noting that grants are limited in most cases to amounts less than $300 and that the process may take 
up to three months.  The minute will season until next Business Meeting.  Friends should give comments 
to a member of Worship and Ministry. 
 
Soccer League Use of Berkeley Technology Academy on First Days (Katherine Youngmeister)  A 
children’s soccer league has been given permission by Berkeley Technology Academy to use the 
Academy’s restrooms during the League’s activities on the field next to the Academy.  Some of these 
occur during First Day when the Meeting is using the Academy.  The Meeting was not given prior notice.  
The use of the bathrooms presents problems of noise and security.  A discussion occurred in which it was 
suggested that if the staff bathrooms were opened for use, it would reduce some of the problems.  Other 
Friends suggested that this might be seen as an opportunity for outreach.  The Care of Meeting 
Committee and the First Day School Committee will be considering these issues.  Katherine 
Youngmeister will contact the School District property manager. 
 
Reports 
 
Retreat (Sherrin Loyd) There was a very good Spring Retreat held this year.  A full report has been 
prepared and will be put on the website for Friends to read.   
 
Treasurer (Ralph Murphy for Beth Wrightson) The Meeting spent about $8,000 more than it received 
in income through June, 2008.  This is usual for this time of year but Friends are encouraged to make 
donations to Meeting.  The Meeting has about $121,000 in assets. 
 
Pacific Yearly Meeting Unity with Nature Committee (Sandra Lewis) Sandra Lewis has prepared a 
four page report on ten years of our meeting’s earthcare activities.  The report was published in this 
month’s newsletter. 
 
Care of the Meeting (Charlie Blanchard) The committee’s members were introduced.  The committee 
is reviewing its job description and will be submitting a revised version to the Meeting.  The committee 
will be meeting on the third Monday of the month.  Applications for scholarships for PYM and FGC have 
been received.  Those needing a scholarship for PYM should contact a committee member  soon. 
 
Hospitality (Joyce Samati) The Meeting’s locavore potlucks have been held quarterly for the last year.  
The committee would appreciate comments from the Meeting on whether these should be continued. 
 
Nominating (Richard Leath) Carolina Marks has requested that she be released from service on the 
Worship and Ministry Committee.  Nominating Committee has approved the request.  The Meeting 
approved Carolina’s request. 
 
Announcements 
 
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee requests suggestions on how the use the money 
(currently about $4000) in the Dime a Gallon Fund. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
The next Business Meeting will be on September 14, 2008 at 11:50 pm at Berkeley Technology Academy. 
 
The meeting closed at 2:10 pm with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk;   Susan Burr, Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, 
Recording Clerk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


