Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, March 8, 2015
Minutes

Meeting opened at 12:00 noon with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson clerked the Meeting.
Thirty-one Friends were present. Kris Muller shared responses from the Loaves and Fishes
Committee to the Advices and Queries on “Harmony with Creation”. Friends returned to
worship, to consider these further. A hope was expressed that the committee responses
may be included in the Meeting newsletter.

The agenda was reviewed; one committee report was added. It was noted that the sign-up
sheet for First Day School nursery volunteers would be circulated during this meeting.
Minutes for the February 8, 2015 Meeting for Business were read and approved as written.
Avotcja Jiltonilro shared an update: despite having met her fundraising goal, her planned
trip to Nicaragua to participate in an International Poetry Festival will be in 2016 rather
than 2015 due to a visa delay.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The Clerk shared a letter from Stephen Holland
and Hillary McCormick, who were married under the care of Strawberry Creek Meeting on
April 26, 2003. They and their two daughters participate actively in the Friendship Friends
Meeting (FFM) in Greensboro, North Carolina. Now they request that the care of their
marriage be transferred to FFM, with the hope that this may encourage Meetings to develop
a process for the transfer of the care of marriages. Clerk Nancy read a letter from the Clerk
of FFM, affirming that the Meeting is in unity with this couple’s request, while noting that it
is an unusual but logical request.

A Friend who served on Stephen and Hillary’s marriage clearness committee, which
included Rich and Barb Tittle, Peter and Lynne D’Angelo, and Rick Herbert, suggested that
the four current members of this committee might meet to consider a letter of transfer for
the care of this marriage. One Friend recommended that Strawberry Creek keep Pacific
Yearly Meeting’s Discipline Committee informed of the process used to respond to this
request. Another Friend noted the importance of differentiating the process of the transfer
of an individual membership from the transfer of the care of a marriage. In addition, a
Friend encouraged us to consider further how we as a society care for marriages under the
care of our Meeting. The Clerk referred the Holland and McCormick request to the current
members of their marriage clearness committee.

Clerk Nancy reported that work continues on finishing the floors at Berkeley Meeting (BM).
When more space is available there for rental use, Laura Magnani will be notified. The mid-
week Meeting for Worship at BM has begun: it is held each Wednesday at 7:00 a.m. This is
a joint effort of BM and Strawberry Creek.

0ld Business: None, this month.

New Business:

State of the Meeting Report (Dick Strong) Dick read the first draft of the State of the
Meeting Report. With appreciation for the committee’s work, Friends considered what

additions and changes would help more fully convey how truth has fared among us during
this year. Several offered to provide needed information to the writing committee.



A revised draft will be brought to the April Meeting for Business. It may be approved in
April or May, prior to the spring Quarterly Meeting. Further ideas or concerns may be
brought to State of the Meeting writing committee members Jed Appelman, Dick Strong, or
Beth Rodman.

Nominating Committee (Kris Muller) Kris brought the name of Jill Waters, nominated to
serve on the Loaves and Fishes Committee. Jill is welcomed to serve now on this committee,
during the month of seasoning.

Clerk Nancy asked Alternate Clerk, Susan Burr, to serve in the role of Clerk while she
reported for the Care of Meeting Committee.

Care of Meeting Committee (CoM) (Nancy Wilkinson) Nancy shared a report from CoM of
the path that has led Mariana Ruybalid to now request the transfer of her membership from
Berkeley Meeting to Strawberry Creek. Care of Meeting Committee unites with the
clearness committee in recommending that Mariana’s request be approved. Clearness
committee members were Laura Magnani, convener, Margaret Schneider, and Nancy
Wilkinson. Friends are invited to get to know Mariana better during the month of seasoning
this recommendation.

Having completed this report, Nancy resumed clerking the Meeting for Business.

First Day School Committee (FDS) (Margaret Schneider) Margaret stated that the FDS
committee is working on revising its job description, beginning with a statement of its
purpose:

The purpose of the First Day School Committee is to create and maintain a safe
and welcoming program for all children arriving at our Meeting, each First Day.
To nurture the younger members of our spiritual community and to prepare
them to participate fully in the life of the Meeting, the program seeks to develop
a growing understanding of Quaker values, practices, faith and history.

This portion of the job description will season for one month.
Reports:

First Day School Committee (FDS) (Margaret Schneider) Margaret observed that the FDS
job description gets at the “what” of the work of FDS. The committee is considering the
challenge of answering the “who” regarding the people we can rely on to deliver the
program to children on Sunday mornings during Worship. They recognize that the teacher
is the most important factor in creating a safe and welcoming FDS program. Current
parents of children in FDS, like many others in the Meeting community, yearn to join in
worship during Meeting for Worship. The FDS committee wants to support them in doing
this, along with all Meeting members and attenders, unless they feel a distinct leading to
spend the Worship Hour in FDS.

Consequently, the FDS Committee wants to explore having two paid teachers, with
oversight and guidance from the FDS Committee. The committee is reaching out to other
Meetings having experience with paid teachers, it is thinking about possible sources of



teachers, and it is working with other people and committees in Meeting on issues that need
to be resolved for Meeting to compensate two people for teaching FDS, consistent with our
insurance and any compensation restrictions. The result of this experiment may be that
more children attend FDS again, or that new information is learned.

Clerk Nancy thanked the committee for all the work it has done on this matter. A Friend
noted that one of the important purposes of FDS is for it to be a place where parents feel
comfortable leaving their children while they attend Meeting. Friends are invited to share
further input with the FDS Committee, as research continues on helpful next steps.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (PESW) (Kathy Barnhart) Kathy
reported that the minute for the Friends New Underground Railroad is not yet ready to be
brought back to Meeting for consideration. * On March 15, 2015 there will be an
information fair co-sponsored by the finance committee to learn about groups Meeting
supports with annual donations. * The next deadline for submitting applications for grants
from the Dime-A-Gallon Fund is also on March 15, 2015. A PESW spiritual learning session
on the topic of collective witness will be held on March 29, 2015. * Stephen McNeil stated
that the American Friends Service Committee invites people to join groups of volunteers at
Bay Area BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit) stations on Tax Day April 15, 2015, to share
information with BART passengers about the United States’ military spending around the
world. * On May 31, 2015 PESW will have a panel on the Global Food Situation with Dick
Strong, Shelley Tanenbaum and Thistle Hannah Mackinney. * The PESW Committee has
sent its Divestment Minute to 25 Meetings, most of them within College Park Quarterly
Meeting. A letter accompanying the minute encourages the recipients to write similar
Minutes. * Sally Hindman is working with a Youth Housing Campaign to further the
availability of low-income housing for community college students. She welcomes others
to support this effort.

Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) Representative (Rick Herbert) Rick reported on the
Representative Committee Meeting held on February 28 at Berkeley Meeting, in
preparation for the 2015 Annual Session. He noted that there is an effort to make the
session more spiritually nourishing. This year it will be held again at Walker Creek Ranch in
Marin County from July 13 - 18, 2015. A Friend shared that Lloyd Lee Wilson, Jose Aguta
and Paula Palmer will be present this year as visiting speakers. Those wishing to contribute
to support their participation may write a check to Pacific Yearly Meeting, noting “Clerk’s
Discretionary Fund” on the memo line. The check should be sent to Roy Allen, PYM
Treasurer, 580 Tamarack Drive, San Rafael, Ca., 94903. Rick also noted that the PYM
Discipline Committee will be working toward a revision of Faith and Practice. Suggestions
for changes may be directed to this committee. One Friend expressed the wish for a
testimony on Harmony with Nature in Faith and Practice.

Communications Committee (Tom Yamaguchi) Tom reported that the committee is
developing a new website at: <scquakers.org>. The current website is:
<strawberrycreekquakers.org>. In about June 2015 the committee will be changing the way
people subscribe to the Meeting’s printed newsletter from “opt-out” to “opt-in”. The new
Ooma phone approved at the February Meeting for Business has now been installed at the
home of Sarah Hawthorne and James Hosley.



Announcements:

Meeting’s Quaker Quest will be held here on Saturday, March 21, 2015. It was noted that
another group will be using classrooms at this site the morning of March 21.

Judith Schumacher-Jennings announced that the Friends Committee on Legislation of
California will be having its annual benefit dinner in Berkeley on March 29, 2015.

Avotcja Jiltonilro stated that she will be in Sacramento next weekend to serve on a panel for
the California Arts Council. She invites Friends to share information with her about any
local Quaker Meeting there, that she may attend next First Day.

Clifford Ham announced that the initial registration period for the 2015 Friends General
Conference Gathering will be from April 1-15, 2015. Additional information is available at

the website: <FGCQuaker.org>.

The next Meeting for Business will be on April 12, 2015 at 12:00 noon at the Berkeley
Technology Academy, following the spring locavore potluck.

Meeting closed with worship at 1:50 p.m.

Submitted by Nancy Wilkinson, clerk, Susan Burr, alternate clerk, and Joyce Samati,
recording clerk.



