
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,		December	11,	2016	

Minutes	
	
The	Meeting	opened	at	12:00	p.m.	with	silent	worship.	Ralph	Murphy	clerked	the	Meeting	Twenty-
seven	Friends	were	present.	Carl	Anderson	shared	responses	from	the	Loaves	and	Fishes	Committee	
to	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	the	Spiritual	Life.	Friends	returned	to	worship	to	reflect	on	these.	
	
	
The	minutes	for	the	November	13,	2016	Meeting	for	Business	were	read	and	approved	with	two	
changes.	In	the	Naming	Committee	report:	Beth	Rodman	is	not	a	continuing	member	of	the	
Nominating	Committee	but	a	new	member.	In	the	Finance	Committee	report,	a	Friend	had	suggested	
restoring	$100	to	Line	7704	Electronic	Resources,	which	the	Finance	Committee	has	done.	
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:	
The	Clerk	reported	that	the	Woolman	Semester	and	Quaker	Bolivia	Link	sent	thank	you	letters	for	
the	Meeting’s	annual	$150	donation.	The	Clerk	received	a	request	from	Raven	and	Nathan	Moon	to	
apply	for	membership	in	Meeting;	this	was	referred	to	the	Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee.	Thistle	
West	sent	an	email	that	they	are	returning	briefly	to	the	Bay	Area	from	Oberlin	College	before	
relocating	to	Felton	near	Santa	Cruz	Meeting.	Thistle	requested	a	letter	of	sojourn	be	sent	to	Santa	
Cruz	Meeting	which	the	Meeting	approved	having	the	Clerk	send.	
	
Old	Business:	
Nominating	Committee:	Miftah	Leath	reported	no	concerns	were	brought	to	the	Committee	about	
the	nominations	of	James	Hosley	and	Marian	Yu,	to	serve	on	the	Loaves	and	Fishes	Committee;	
Larissa	Keeler	to	serve	as	Meeting’s	Pacific	Yearly	Meeting	(PYM)	Representative;	Sherrin	Loyd	as	
PYM	Observer,	and	Rick	Herbert	as	the	PYM	Unity	With	Nature	Representative.	These	nominations	
were	approved.	Miftah	announced	that	Charlie	Lenk	has	resigned	as	Web	Coordinator	and	Jay	Cash	
has	agreed	to	fill	this	position	until	the	end	of	the	term	in	May.	
	
Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee:	Nancy	Wilkinson	reported	that	no	concerns	were	raised	about	the	
membership	request	of	Philippa	Barron.	The	Meeting	approved	membership	and	appointed	Joyce	
Samati	(convenor),	Rachel	Findley,	Jed	Appelman,	and	Renee	Watkins	as	the	welcoming	committee	
	
Naming	Committee:	Betsy	Morris	noted	no	concerns	raised	on	the	nominations	to	the	Nominating	
Committee:	Charlie	Blanchard,	clerk,	Henri	Ducharme,	alternate	clerk,	and	Peter	Lin,	Diane	Wolcott,	
Raven	Moon	&	Beth	Rodman,	committee	members.	The	Meeting	approved.	
	
Betsy	Morris	brought	forward	the	name	of	Jay	Jonah	Cash	as	an	additional	Nominating	Committee	
nominee.	The	nomination	will	season	for	one	month.	Any	questions	or	concerns	should	be	brought	to	
the	naming	committee	promptly.	The	naming	committee	members	are	Elaine	Emily,	clerk,	Betsy	
Morris	and	Anne	Blackburn.	
	
Finance	Committee:	Richard	Leath	distributed	the	revised	2017	Meeting	budget,	noting	the	2016	
deficit	was	$8,685.42	two	days	ago.		The	$100	for	Electronic	Resources	was	restored.	The	Meeting	
approved	the	2017	Meeting	budget	with	appreciation	to	Richard	Leath	and	the	Finance	Committee.	
	
	
New	Business:	
Communications	Committee:	Tom	Yamaguchi,	reporting	for	committee	clerk	Amy	Dewey,	
distributed	copies	of	the	updated	Communications	Committee	and	Librarian	job	descriptions.	They	
are	working	on	updating	the	job	description	for	Newsletter	Editor.	Friends	expressed	appreciation	
for	the	Committee	following	the	suggested	format	of	job	descriptions	but	asked	that	dates	of	revision	
and	approval	be	placed	at	the	bottom	of	approved	job	descriptions.		The	Nominating	Committee	has	



asked	that	membership	requirements	state	whether	in	the	Religious	Society	of	Friends	or	in	
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting.			
	
While	the	collection	of	subscribers	to	Western	Friend	is	in	the	Librarian’s	job	description,	another	
Committee	member	has	been	volunteering	to	do	this.	A	Friend	called	attention	to	the	recent	Friends	
Journal	issue	on	social	media	and	Friends.	While	the	Meeting	phone	cost	is	in	the	Communications	
Committee	budget,	oversight	is	with	Ministry	&	Worship.	The	two	job	descriptions	will	season	for	a	
month	before	approval.	
	
	
Reports:	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(PESW):	Judith	Schumacher-Jennings	reported	
that	:	the	Committee	approved	a	Dime-A-Gallon	Fund	(DAG)	grant	to	Raven	Moon	for	creating	a	bee	
garden.	Kathy	Barnhart,	Paul	McCold,	and	Susan	Clancy	Strong	met	with	EcoBerries	about	the	future	
of	DAG.	The	Committee	will	hold	a	listening	session	for	Meeting	folk	this	Spring	about	DAG	and	
environmental	justice	concerns.	Kathy	Barnhart	is	inviting	participants	in	the	East	Oakland	ceasefire	
walk	on	December	16.	She	is	getting	in	touch	with	local	People	Improving	Communities	Through	
Organizing	(PICO)	leaders	on	their	local	interfaith	work.	The	Committee	is	working	with	the	Working	
Group	on	Racism.	Catya	de	Neergaard	seeks	volunteers	to	work	with	her	group	countering	racism	in	
Kensington	and	El	Cerrito.	Shelley	Tanenbaum	will	report	back	on	her	visit	with	Standing	Rock	on	
January	15th.	Judith	Schumacher-Jennings	suggested	that	the	Committee	consider	the	topic	of	
coalition	building	with	Muslim	and	immigrant	communities.	Northern	California	Friends	have	
requested	that	Quaker	Voluntary	Service	establish	a	QVS	house	in	the	East	Bay.	This	movement	
started	in	Chicago	at	the	57th	Street	Meeting.	Tom	Yamaguchi	reported	he	and	Betsy	Morris	have	
joined	the	planning	committee	for	the	annual	CROP/Hunger	Walk.	The	walk	is	scheduled	for	April	30	
and	benefits	the	programs	of	Church	World	Service,	Berkeley	Food	Pantry,	Dorothy	Day	House,	
YEAH!,	and	Youth	Spirit	Artworks.	Berkeley	Friends	Meeting,	Berkeley	Friends	Church,	and	
Strawberry	Creek	Meeting	participate	in	the	annual	walk.		
	
Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee:		Nancy	Wilkinson	expressed	appreciation	for	the	volunteer	
organizers	of	the	12th	Month	Gathering	that	had	between	75-80	attenders.	The	Committee	received	a	
request	from	the	Young	Friends	group	at	Vine	Street	for	funds	for	the	food	budget	($50/month).	10-
12	meet	up	each	month.	The	Committee	gave	$250	out	of	its	budget	line.	We	now	have	four	
membership	or	clearness	committees	going.	
	
The	Meeting	expressed	appreciation	to	the	Care	of	Meeting	Committee	for	taking	on	the	12th	Month	
Gathering.	
	
Announcements:	

A. Clifford	Hamm	asked	those	interested	in	monthly	singing	on	the	third	Wednesday	each	
month	to	contact	him.	

B. Susan	Burr	reminded	Friends	of	the	December	18	Power,	Privilege	and	Race	after	Meeting	
interactive	session	and	asked	that	childcare	needs	for	that	event	be	made	known	to	her.	

C. Joyce	Samati	noted	that	the	Winter	College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting	will	meet	at	Berkeley	
Friends	Meeting	on	January	14.	

	
The	Meeting	closed	at	1:05	p.m.	with	silent	worship.	
	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	held	on	January	8,	2016	at	noon	at	the	Berkeley	Technology	
Academy,	preceded	by	a	Locavore	Potluck.	
	
Submitted	by:		Ralph	Murphy,	Clerk,	Rachel	Findley,	Alternate	Clerk	and	Stephen	McNeil,	Recording	
Clerk	


