
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, First Day, September 9, 2007

Minutes
 
The meeting opened at 12:05 p.m. with silent worship, Larry Strain clerked.  Thirty-five 
Friends were present.  Sherrin Loyd read reflections of the Retreat Committee on the 
Advices & Queries on Integrity and Personal Conduct.
 
Minutes of the July 8, 2007 Meeting for Business were approved with no corrections.  

Correspondence & Clerk’s Business

The clerk requested that all agenda items and reports be submitted two weeks before 
Business Meeting. 

The clerk will ask if there is any further discussion, before asking the meeting to approve 
a minute.

The clerk has named two members of the Naming Committee; Jed Appleman and Renee 
Watkins.  A third person will be appointed to the committee in the near future.

American Friends Service Committee (Philadelphia) has invited individuals to complete a 
provided form with personal reflections and memories of the Service Committee and 
return it to the Philadelphia office.  The form will be scanned as a PDF file and posted on 
our website.

Old Business

Peace, Earthcare & Social Witness (James Hosley):  The committee will send the 
signed Congregational Covenant, with revised wording, to California Interfaith Power & 
Light this coming week.

Care of the Meeting Community Committee (Susan Burr):  The committee requested 
that their name to be changed to “Care of the Meeting Committee.”  The meeting 
approved the change.

After seasoning and no concerns voiced, the committee recommended that Renee 
Watkins’s membership be approved.  The meeting approved Renee Watkins’s 
membership, and formed a welcoming committee of Katherine Youngmeister (convener), 
Sherrin Loyd, Susan Black, and Rachel Findley.

New Business



Nominating Committee (Pam Calvert):  The following people are being released from 
committees: Patricia Netherly, Site Committee; and Laura Boles, Facilities Committee.  
The following people are being nominated:  Katherine Youngmeister, new clerk of Site 
Committee; Robert Raddock, Facilities Committee; and Justin Horner, Library 
Committee.  These nominations will season for one month.

Reports

Treasurer’s Report (Ralph Murphy):  The meeting took in $3,000 more than 
expenditure as of September of 2007.  The increase was due to an unrestricted gift from 
the estate of Stephanie Kennedy.  Without this gift, the meeting would have a $7,000 
deficit.  The Finance Committee reminds individuals that donations are always welcome.

The Finance Committee was asked to bring a suggestion for the use of the estate gift to 
the next business meeting.  If you have a suggestion, please speak to committee members 
before the October meeting for business.

Hospitality Committee (Joyce Samati):  The committee has been working with the 
Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness committee to have “Locavore potlucks” at coffee 
hour.  Locavore potlucks will be held every season quarter; the next will be in October on 
the second Sunday.  Cards will be made available to those providing food, so dishes can 
be identified.  The Meeting agreed, upon the committees’ request, to begin business 
meeting at 12:00 p.m. on potluck days.  

Sierra Friends Center (Cindy Trueblood):  The school has 15 students and 2 new 
teachers; among the 15 students, 6 are Quakers.  The board will search for a new school 
head for the next academic year.

Alison Moore and Bonny Webster, Alumnus, have been walking on the Pacific Crest Trial 
to raise money for the Woolman Semester.  Donations are welcome.  

If a donation is made for the Woolman Semester by September 15, 2007, the donation 
will be matched.  So far, the semester has raised $7,000.00 out of its goal $10,000.00.

A fundraising sit down dinner on October 12, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. is being organized by 
Sandra Lewis, Shelly Tannenbaum, and Cindy Trueblood.  There will be a sliding scale 
for donations from $40.00 to $4,000.  The dinner will be a “locavore’s delight” prepared 
by the chief of Luka’s restaurant, and served by the Woolman Semester’s staff and 
students.

Mutual Care (Bob Burnett):  As a reminder, Mutual Care provides pastoral care to the 
meeting community; if you have a spiritual concern for yourself or another person, you 
are encouraged to bring it to the committee by notifying Bob Burnett.



A “Welcoming” will be held for new members at Bob Burnett’s home on September 30, 
2007 after meeting.

Elaine Emily has the opportunity to travel to Australia with her ministry on eldering.  
Friends General Conference (FGC) has suggested that we give Elaine Emily a minute of 
travel for her ministry, so that the meeting will be able to apply for a grant on behalf of 
Elaine Emily to FGC.  

First Day School (Jay Smith):  The First Day School has two new teachers this year; 
Cindy Trueblood and Aurora Fox are teaching the primary group.  Wilber Hoff will lead 
one of the two elective sessions this year.  First Day School needs someone to lead the 
other session, so please contact Jay Smith if you are interested.  The Nursery also needs a 
volunteer on September 30, 2007, and primary needs a volunteer on October 7, 2007.  

The children raised a substantial amount of money for the Heifer Project, and they will 
make an announcement to meeting about the fund-raising in the near future.

Antonio Baraldo will be leaving to attend University of Oregon.  A card will be circulated 
around the meeting to wish him luck, and thank him for the years of providing childcare.  
The clerk will write a letter of appreciation to Antonio.  The First Day School will consult 
with the Finance Committee about funds for a possible gift.  

Site Committee (Patricia Netherly):  A listening meeting will be held on September 30, 
2007 at the rise of meeting.  All members and attenders are encouraged to attend.  Patricia 
Netherly who has clerked the committee since July of 2006 will be leaving the San 
Francisco Bay Area at the end of September.  The meeting thanked Patricia Netherly for 
her hard work and dedication.

Adult Education (Al Thompson):  The 2007 Pacific Yearly Meeting will be discussed at 
the next Adult Education session.  In October, a movie on Rufus Jones will be shown, and 
Al Thompson will be interviewing Laura Magnani as a part of the project “Inside our 
Quaker Community.”   Adult Education’s theme for this year is “Living with Integrity.”

Report on Pacific Yearly Meeting (Lisa Hubbell):  The highlights of Pacific Yearly 
Meeting, held from July 30 to August 4, 2007 at University of Redlands were given with 
the following notable events: More time was devoted to worship and worship sharing; the 
plenary session was devoted to the Year of Discernment; Unity with Nature brought its 
climate change minute to the yearly meeting; Unity with Nature and the Discipline 
Committees will discuss a possible testimony for the environment; a minute was 
approved to invite FGC to consider holding events and gatherings in the PYM region;  
and the Ministry and Oversight Committee proposed two new subcommittees, one for 
Leadings and Ministry, and the other for the structure of the Yearly Meeting.  

The report on yearly meeting will be posted on the Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting’s 



website.

Worship and Ministry (Kathy Barnhart):  Individuals are encouraged to attend the two 
worship groups held under the care of the Meeting- one near UC campus on Wednesday 
mornings and one in Oakland on Sunday evenings.  

The committee will discuss how to keep Spirit in announcements.  If you have any 
comments regarding announcements, please contact Kathy Barnhart before Thursday.

There will be no more outdoor meetings for the remainder of this year.

Care of the Meeting Community Committee (Susan Burr):  During the month of 
August, the committee held Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting in the light and will 
continue to do so.

Rachel Ann Elder, a member of the meeting, passed away.  The committee will be 
creating a minute, and would like to speak to people who remember Rachel Elder.  If you 
have memories to contribute, please speak to Elsa Glines or Susan Burr.

The committee will continue to advocate Pacific Yearly Meeting to join Friends General 
Conference, and discuss “Year of Discernment.”

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (James Hosley):  Our meeting is a 
member of the National Religious Coalition against Torture, and will be joing the 
regional chapter so we can participate in regional activities.  

Announcements

The next Meeting for Business will be on October 14, 2007 at 12:00 p.m. at the Berkeley 
Technology Academy.

The Harvest Festival will be held on September 29, 2007 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 
Palo Alto Meeting.

FCL Benefit Dinner will be held on October 6, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. at the Berkeley Hillside 
Club.

The earth care display currently has the theme “Water.”  Recognition of Kris Muller, Jen 
Russell, and James Hosley was given for working on the display.

Please provide submissions for the newsletter as early as possible.  The next newsletter 
deadline is September 30, 2007.

The meeting closed at 1:50 p.m. with silent worship.



Respectfully submitted: Larry Strain, Clerk; Leonard Joy, Alternate Clerk; Dharma 
Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk.


