
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, October 12, 2008 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship.  Susan Burr, Alternate Clerk, clerked the meeting.  
Forty-four Friends were present.   Barbara Perry read reflections of the Retreat Committee on the Advices 
& Queries on Personal Relationships. 
 
The minutes of the September 14, 2008 Meeting for Business were read and approved without correction. 

 
Old Business 
 
Revised Job Description for the Care of the Meeting Committee (Care of the Meeting Committee) 
(Leonard Joy) The revised job description for the Care of the Meeting Committee has been seasoned for 
one month.  Margaret Schneider, clerk of Mutual Care Committee, stated that Mutual Care has one 
change to propose to the Care of the Meeting Committee’s job description.  Because Care of the Meeting 
is in charge of membership applications, the task of planning new member welcomings should be 
assigned to Care of the Meeting instead of Mutual Care.  Hospitality Committee would remain a co-
participant in the planning.  The Clerk reminded the Meeting that about two years ago the Oversight 
Committee was divided into Mutual Care and Care of the Meeting committees.  A review of the 
responsibilities of each has continued. This change will be seasoned for one month and will be reviewed 
by the Care of the Meeting Committee.   
 
Tax Exempt Status Application (Ralph Murphy) Several months ago the Meeting authorized the filing 
of an application to the Internal Revenue Service for a determination of its tax exempt nonprofit status.  
Payment of a $300 fee was also authorized.  Because of the size of our Meeting’s budget, IRS has 
informed us that the fee for the application is $750, not $300.  The Meeting approved the payment of the 
$450 now due.  The “Other Administrative Expense” budget line will be increased by $450 and, to 
balance the budget, the “Unrestricted Donations” income budget line will be increased by the same 
amount. 
 
Berkeley Technology Academy Site (Ad Hoc Committee on Berkeley Technology Site) (Jay Smith) 
The installation of gym equipment into the room the Meeting uses for worship has started.  Jay has 
constructed the cabinets designed by Larry Strain.  They are now placed in the multipurpose room and the 
old Art room.  The Meeting’s property stored in the storage closet, including the library’s books and the 
banner, has been transferred to the new cabinets.  The Meeting thanked Jay for his work on this project. 
 
The Academy would like to use for gym mats the annual donation of $1500 which the Meeting gives it. 
First Day School Committee believes this would be an appropriate use of the money.  Because the 
Meeting’s donation has not been designated for a particular use in the past, there was no need for action 
by the Meeting.  The donation will be given to the Academy to use without restriction. 
 
Questions were raised as to the new chairs which the Academy wishes to purchase.  The Academy has 
requested the chairs from the School District.  We do not know what kind of chairs will be purchased. 
 
There have been portable restrooms erected near the soccer field.  This may reduce the need to use the 
bathrooms at the Academy. 
 



Nominations (Nominating Committee)(Rhea Farley)The nominations presented at last month’s 
Business Meeting have seasoned for one month and the Committee has heard no concerns raised.  The 
Meeting approved the following nominations:   
 
Kris Muller, Loaves and Fishes Committee 
Elsa Glines, Mutual Care Committee 
Jed Appelman, Clerk, Finance Committee 
Peter D’Angelo, Finance Committee 
Ingrid Stephan, Finance Committee 
 
New Business 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee) (Rhea Farley) The Committee nominates the following people 
for service: 
 
Wattie Taylor and Chris Christian, Facilities Committee 
Cheryl Christian, Loaves and Fishes Committee 
Nathan Moon, First Day School Committee 
 
These nominations will season for one month. 
 
Revised Facilities Committee Job Description (Facilities Committee) (Pam Calvert) A revised job 
description for the Facilities Committee was distributed.  No major changes were made.  The revision will 
season for one month. 
 
National Religious Campaign Against Torture Declaration (Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness 
Committee, Peace and Justice Workgroup) (Dick Strong) Peace Earthcare and Social Witness 
Committee requests that the Meeting approve a declaration requesting the President to issue an executive 
order prohibiting any agency of the government from using methods of interrogation which do not 
comply with the Army Field Manual on treatment of prisoners.   The Army Field Manual prohibits 
torture.  The declaration can only be endorsed as written if the Meeting wishes to support this campaign.  
It was distributed and discussed.  It will season for one month. 
 
Reports 
 
Site Committee (Phillipa Baron) The clerk of the Site Committee has been participating in the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Berkeley Technology Site.  The Site Committee has sent out 136 letters to churches 
and other organization which have facilities which might be potential sites for our Meeting.  Seven 
responses have been received.  The Committee will be following up on these responses.  A progress 
report will be presented at the next Business Meeting. 
 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Leonard Joy)   Care of the Meeting Committee has been working 
with others :  preparing a new Directory, maintaining a “buddy system” where a member of the 
Committee is assigned to each of the other committees of the Meeting, initiating newcomer brunches, 
planning for the holiday program with Hospitality Committee, planning an after meeting discussion on 
Final Affairs forms, and preparing a pamphlet on how our Meeting is organized including a explanation 
of our committee structure. 
 
Pacific Yearly Meeting Representative (Lisa Hubbell) There are Yearly Meeting committees such as 
Religious Education, which are a resource which our meeting’s committees might use in their work.  
Committees interested can contact Lisa about this.   



 
The major item of business at Yearly Meeting was the consideration of the creation of a Youth 
Coordinator to work with high school and college age Friends.  An ad hoc committee was formed to meet 
with monthly meetings during November through January to discuss this proposal.  After a meeting with 
that committee, our meeting may want to hold a listening meeting.   
 
First Day School Committee (Jay Smith) The Committee fully supports the proposal of creating a 
Youth Coordinator for Yearly Meeting because youth events such as retreats have been pivotal in keeping 
many young Friends interested in Quakerism. One friend suggested that the people who have come 
through our Teen program would be a good source for explaining how important the Youth Coordinator 
position would be.  Suggestions were made on how to contact college age and young adult Friends. 
 
The Committee has decided not to split up the 5- 11 year old group. 
 
It was suggested that we think about creating a Faith and Practice for kids as a resource for First Day 
School.  One friend noted that Orange Grove Monthly Meeting has done work on advices and queries for 
children. 
 
Treasurer (Jed Appelman for Beth Wrightson) The Meeting has spent $9,851.41 more than the 
income it has received this year.  Donations are below normal for this time of year.  While it may be 
extreme to call our situation “dire”, the Meeting needs to have an intensive pledge drive.  Given the 
current economy, it is possible that some people will not be able to contribute what they have in the past.   
 
The Finance Committee will be contacting clerks this month for information to prepare a budget for 
presentation at next Business Meeting. 
 
The Finance Committee is concerned about our certificates of deposit.  It will be developing a policy for 
how long certificates should be held. 
 
One friend suggested that we establish a fiscal year from July 1st to June 30 so that the rush of donations 
at the end of the calendar year will not impact as greatly on our ability to meet our budget. 
 
Announcements 
 
The Fall Retreat will be held on Saturday, November 8th at the Claremont Club in Berkeley.  The Retreat 
Committee is seeking volunteers to help with the event. 
 
The Holiday Program will be held on Saturday, December 6th at Friends Church. 
 
The next Business Meeting will be held on November 9, 2008 at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy. 
 
The meeting closed at 2:20 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Susan Burr, Acting Clerk;   Leonard Joy, Acting Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, 
Recording Clerk 


