
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, September 14, 2008 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 11:55 am with silent worship.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked.  Thirty Friends 
were present.   Larry Strain read reflections of the Peace, Earthcare & Social Witness Committee on the 
Advices & Queries on Reaching Out. 
 
The minutes of the July 13, 2008 Meeting for Business were read and approved without correction. 

 
Correspondence & Clerk’s Business 
 
The Clerk read a letter from Laura Cornell and Jim Otis requesting marriage under the care of the 
Meeting.  The letter has been referred to the Mutual Care Committee. 
 
A letter from Orange Grove Monthly Meeting was read supporting same sex marriage and opposing 
Proposition 8. 
 
The Meeting has received acknowledgments of its donations to Friends House and Friends Committee on 
National Legislation. 
 
Old Business 
 
Revised Traveling Ministries Fund Procedures (Worship and Ministry) (Sarah Hawthorne) The 
Revised Traveling Ministries Fund Procedures have been seasoned for one month.  Two changes were 
made to the draft presented at the last business meeting.  The provision stating it is unlikely that a grant 
will be provided to the same person for more than two events in one year has been modified to state that it 
is unlikely that a grant will be provided more than “twice a year”.  The provision on retroactive 
reimbursement has been clarified to state that retroactive reimbursement will not be given for expenses 
incurred prior to when the grant request is made.  The Meeting approved the Revised Procedures as 
amended. 
 
New Business 
 
Naming Committee (Katherine Youngmeister)  The Clerk proposed that the following serve on the 
Naming Committee to nominate people to serve on the Nominating Committee:  Larry Strain, Convener, 
Laura Cornell and Heather Alden.  The Meeting approved the proposal. 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee) (Laura Magnani) The Nominating Committee has received the 
requests of Elsa Glines to be released from membership on the Loaves and Fishes Committee and Peter 
Trueblood to be released as Clerk of the Finance Committee.  The Meeting approved the requests. 
 
The Committee nominates the following people for service: 
 
Kris Muller, Loaves and Fishes Committee 
Elsa Glines, Mutual Care Committee 
Jed Appelman, Clerk, Finance Committee 
Peter D’Angelo, Finance Committee 
Ingrid Stephan, Finance Committee 



 
These nominations will season for one month. 
 
Due to the need for the Finance Committee to begin work immediately on the budget for next year, the 
Meeting approved having Jed Appelman  serve as Acting Clerk of the Finance Committee and that he be 
asked to invite as visitors those nominated to serve on the committee. 
 
Berkeley Technology Academy Site (Jay Smith) Victor Diaz, the principal of Berkeley Technology 
Academy wants to put fitness equipment in the multipurpose room which the Meeting uses for worship.  
The plan would include removing the stage to make room for the equipment, purchasing more space 
efficient chairs and storing gym equipment in the closet currently used by the Meeting for storage.  The 
plan could be implemented within the next two weeks.  In place of the current storage space, two free 
standing closets (possibly bolted to the walls) would be constructed, one for the multipurpose room and 
one for the Art Room.  Plans for the two closets designed by Larry Strain were circulated.  Jay is willing 
to donate his labor to construct the closets and he believes they will cost about $400. 
 
A discussion occurred in which Friends expressed concern whether the modifications to the multipurpose 
room would make it unsuitable for meeting for worship.  Some thought it was time to consider whether 
this is the right time to move to another site.  One Friend stated that the Library Committee needs to be 
consulted to determine if the proposed closets will be adequate for the library.    
 
The Meeting approved the establishment of an ad hoc committee consisting of Pam Calvert, Clerk of 
Facilities Committee, Jay Smith, Clerk of First Day School Committee, Phillipa Barron, Clerk of Site 
Committee and Susan Burr, Alternate Clerk.  The committee shall assess the feasibility of the storage 
closets and, if feasible, authorize their construction and payment out of the Site Contingency Fund in an 
amount not to exceed $500.  The committee will consult with the Library Committee on the design of the 
closets. 
 
Jay Smith reported that there are no current plans for future soccer events.  The Academy will give us 
notice if future events are planned.   
 
The Safety Committee has decided that Adult Education will use a classroom instead of the multipurpose 
room for its events. 
 
Reports 
 
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness (James Hosley)  There was a successful after meeting event in 
which 14 nonprofit organizations were represented at information tables.  First Day School also had an 
Arts and Crafts sale at the same time benefiting the Nature Conservancy’s “Plant a Billion Trees” project.  
The Committee will be discussing making this a regular event. 

 
Care of the Meeting (Leonard Joy)  A new meeting directory has been distributed.   
 
A proposed revised job description for the Committee was distributed and will be seasoned for one 
month.  No major changes were made.  A paragraph about the Committee’s Board responsibilities was 
inadvertently omitted from the draft and will be restored in the final version. 
 
There will be a clerks meeting held on September 27th between 9 am and 12 noon. 
 



Hospitality (Joyce Samati) There will be a baby welcoming sponsored by Hospitality and Mutual Care 
on October 5th. 
 
The response to the locavore potlucks has been very supportive.  The next one will be after meeting on 
October 12th at the Berkeley Technology Academy. 
 
Planning is starting for the holiday event.  It may be held at Friends Church. 
 
The next Friendly Sevens will occur September 20-21st. 
 
Pacific Yearly Meeting (Stephen McNeil for Lisa Hubbell)  The Yearly Meeting was held at Walker 
Creek Ranch, a great natural setting.  The major item of business was the approval in principle of a Youth 
Coordinator.  Lisa Hubbell will give a full report at the next business meeting. 
 
Mutual Care (Renee Watkins)   The marriage clearness committee for Dorothy Russell and Mashulli 
Etienne (composed of Matthai Chakko, Kathy Barnhart and Margaret Schneider) met together over the 
summer.  The couple will not be married under the care of the meeting as they have moved to 
Washington, D.C. where Dorothy is an intern at the National Geographic Society.  Following the 
completion of Dorothy’s internship, the couple will move to the Chicago area where Mashulli will 
continue his education. 
 
Hospitality and Mutual Care will be hosting a new baby welcoming after the rise of meeting on October 
5, 2008.  The babies to be welcomed are Edda Grondahl, Evan Obbard and Elias Raddock. 
 
First Day School (Jay Smith)  The nursery is averaging 5-8 children in its care each First Day.  We are 
continuing our practice of paying teens from the Meeting to care for the children.   
 
The 5-11 year old group has been averaging up to 21 participants.  The Committee has decided form two 
groups, one for 5-7 year olds and one for 8-11 year olds.  The Committee is asking Nominating 
Committee to find another person to serve on the Committee. 
 
The Teen group has not had many participants.  Heather Alden is coordinating with Berkeley Meeting to 
provide teen events. 
 
The Committee is not planning a program for the holiday event.  Katherine Youngmeister said she is 
consulting with various Meeting members about planning a program. 
 
Retreat Committee (Jen Taylor) The Fall retreat will be held on Saturday November 8th at the 
Claremont Club in Berkeley. 
 
Announcements 
 
Worship is being held at Robin Standish’s home on some Tuesdays at 2 p.m. Those wishing to participate 
should contact Peter Lin. 
 
Worship and Ministry is asking for feedback on the Joys and Sorrows period after Meeting for Worship. 
 
There will be a Walt Whitman retreat held at Quaker Center on December 5-7, 2008.  
 
The next Business Meeting will be held on October 12, 2008 at 12 noon following the locavore potluck at 
Berkeley Technology Academy. 



 
The meeting closed at 2 pm with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk;   Susan Burr, Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, 
Recording Clerk 


