
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,		May	12,	2013	

Minutes	
	

Meeting	opened	at	12:00	p.m.	with	silent	worship.		Charlie	Blanchard	clerked	the	Meeting.		
Thirty-one	Friends	were	present.		Tom	Yamaguchi	shared	responses	from	the	Peace,	
Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(PEASW)	to	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	Meeting	
for	Worship.	
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed	and	approved	with	the	addition	of	one	announcement.		Minutes	
for	the	April	14,	2013	Meeting	for	Business	were	read	and	approved	with	one	correction:		
the	gift	that	Meeting	has	given	custodian	Robert	Jamison	annually	in	December	has	been	a	
check	rather	than	a	gift	card,	as	had	been	mentioned.			
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:		A	letter	of	thanks	for	Meeting’s	financial	support	
of	the	Friends	Committee	on	National	Legislation	was	received	from	Diane	Randall,	together	
with	a	copy	of	a	Pendle	Hill	Pamphlet	by	Margery	Post	Abbott,		“A	Theological	Perspective	
on	Quaker	Lobbying”.		This	pamphlet	will	be	available	in	the	Meeting	library,	as	a	resource	
to	help	Friends	consider	further	what	it	means	to	be	a	Quaker	lobby	in	the	public	interest.				
*	An	invitation	received	from	the	Friends	World	Committee	on	Consultation	to	participate	in	
a	“Friendly	Water	for	the	World”	program	was	referred	to	PEASW	for	discernment.		*	Thank	
yous	for	Meeting’s	$150	annual	donations	were	received	from	the	Quaker	Institute	for	the	
Future,	Friends	Journal,	and	the	Washington	Quaker	Workcamps	(formerly	known	as	
William	Penn	House).		*	A	card	from	former	Strawberries	LouAnn	and	John	Beiging	was	
shared,	which	expressed	their	gratitude	for	receiving	the	newsletter	to	help	maintain	
communication	with	the	Meeting	over	the	years.		They	requested	discontinuing	their	paper	
subscription	and	will	now	keep	in	touch	with	the	email	version.		*	The	clerk	read	a	letter	
from	long-time	active	members	of	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting,	Leslie	and	David	Leonard,	
who	have	returned	from	sojourning	for	six	years	in	Lewes,	England.		Now	that	they	have	
settled	permanently	at	the	Kendal-Crosslands	community	outside	Philadelphia,	they	are	
requesting	that	their	membership	be	transferred	to	the	Birmingham	Monthly	Meeting.		This	
request	was	referred	to	the	Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee.			Friends	expressed	
appreciation	for	the	Leonards’	continuing	support	for	Meeting	during	their	years	away.					
Sad	faces	were	noted….	
	
Old	Business:		
Membership	recommendations	–	Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee	(COM)	(Sarah	
Hawthorne)	–	Following	a	month	of	seasoning,	Friends	considered	the	recommendations	
for	membership	for	Laura	Miller	and	Angela	Imhoff	and	the	transfer	of	membership	for	
Margaret	Sorrel,	which	were	brought	by	COM	to	the	April	Meeting	for	Business.			In	accord	
with	the	Meeting	custom,	the	two	of	these	friends	present	were	accompanied	out	of	the	
room	during	this	discernment	process.		Sarah	Hawthorne,	co-clerk	of	COM,	noted	that	no	
concerns	have	been	raised	concerning	any	of	these	recommendations;	only	enthusiastic	
affirmations	have	been	expressed.			Meeting	approved	each	of	these	memberships,	and	then	
warmly	welcomed	Margaret	Sorrel,	Angela	Imhoff	and	Laura	Miller	into	Strawberry	Creek	
Meeting.		Welcoming	committees	were	formed	for	each	of	these	Friends:		for	Margaret	
Sorrel,	Susan	Black	will	be	the	convener,	accompanied	by	Elizabeth	Strain	and	Cindy	
Trueblood;	for	Laura	Miller,	Margaret	Schneider	the	convener,	together	with	Sarah	
Hawthorne,	and	Ralph	Murphy,	and	Angela	Imhoff’s	committee	will	consist	of	Leonard	Joy,	
convener,	James	Hosley	and	Nancy	Wilkinson.	



	
Nominations	for	2013-2014	-	Nominating	Committee:		Angela	Imhoff,	nominating	
committee	clerk,	reported	that	two	names	included	in	the	slate	of	nominees	in	April	have	
been	withdrawn:		Karen	Lin	from	the	finance	committee,	at	her	request,	and	Hannah	
Mackinney	from	Mutual	Care,	after	a	review	of	the	job	description’s	requirements	for	this	
position.		One	name	has	been	added	for	seasoning	during	the	coming	month:		Hannah	
Mackinney,	to	serve	as	the	representative	to	Sierra	Friends	Center.		There	are	now	three	
positions	remaining	to	be	filled:		an	additional	member	of	the	mutual	care	committee,	a	web	
coordinator	and	a	Friends	Committee	on	Legislation	of	California	(FCLCA)	representative.		
Todd	Osmundson	will	continue	serving	as	the	web	coordinator	and	Rick	Herbert	as	the	
FCLCA	representative	until	new	Friends	are	found	to	serve	in	these	roles.				Angela	stated	
that	a	list	of	Friends	willing	and	available	to	serve	for	single	or	short-term	assignments	will	
soon	be	sent	to	Meeting	clerks.		This	“Ready	Reserve”	list	was	compiled	by	the	nominating	
committee,	in	the	course	of	its	recent	work.		Meeting	approved	the	revised	slate	of	
nominees,	whose	names	have	been	seasoned.		The	Meeting	clerk	noted	that	during	May	or	
June	outgoing	and	incoming	committees	usually	meet	jointly.	
	
New	Business:			
Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee	(COM):		(Sarah	Hawthorne)	Sarah	presented	this	
committee’s	job	description,	which	it	has	revised	to	incorporate	several	additional	tasks	for	
which	COM	is	responsible	as	a	result	of	Meeting’s	recent	restructuring.		In	addition,	it	
clarifies	how	COM	works	to	nurture	the	Meeting	Community,	support	Meeting’s	
committees,	maintain	connections	with	members	and	attenders,	and	deepen	relationships	
with	other	Quakers.		Members	of	the	committee	need	to	be	fully	active	in	the	life	of	the	
Meeting.		This	job	description	will	be	available	on	the	list	serve.		Any	questions	or	concerns	
may	be	brought	to	Sarah	Hawthorne	or	Ted	Obbard,	co-clerks	of	COM.		After	seasoning	this	
month,	it	will	come	to	the	June	Meeting	for	Business	to	be	considered	for	approval.	
	
Reports:	
Worship	and	Ministry	Committee:		(Elizabeth	Strain)	Elizabeth	noted	that	the	spiritual	
life	sharing	groups	organized	by	this	committee	are	taking	shape	and	will	begin	soon.	
Elizabeth	read	a	memorial	minute	for	Doris	“Dee”	Rossman,	whose	memorial	meeting	was	
held	in	September	2011.			Friends	present	gathered	in	silence,	remembering	Dee	with	love.	
	
Treasurer:		(Richard	Leath)	Richard	reported	on	the	Meeting’s	income	and	expenses	for	
the	period	from	January	through	April	2013.		He	noted	that	with	the	net	income	down	by		
$14,358.14	for	this	year	to	date,	and	the	retreat	expenses	not	yet	in,	he	expects	the	finance	
committee	will	wish	to	start	reminders	for	Friends’	financial	contributions	earlier	this	year.	
Shelley	Tanenbaum,	incoming	finance	committee	clerk,	stated	that	when	she	is	out	of	town	
this	summer	either	Richard	Leath,	treasurer,	or	current	finance	committee	clerk,	Beth	
Wrightson,	will	be	available	to	accept	donation	checks	to	the	Meeting.	
	
Retreat:		(Shelley	Tanenbaum	and	Margaret	Schneider)	Shelley	and	Margaret	reported	that		
everyone	who	attended	the	Meeting’s	spring	retreat	last	weekend	had	a	great	time.		A	
theme	which	arose	was	that	of	“loving	connections,	new	and	old”.		The	retreat	went	
remarkably	smoothly,	even	with	more	than	twice	as	many	people	present	as	have	attended	
in	recent	years.		On	Saturday	seventy-one	children	and	adults	were	present,	including	
sixteen	under	the	age	of	eight.		The	capable,	loving	care	provided	by	several	teens	and	
young	adults	employed	to	help	care	for	the	children	was	much	appreciated.		Participants	
were	invited	to	pay	what	was	affordable;	it	felt	right	and	worked	out	well	not	to	rely	on	a	



sliding	scale	or	scholarship	applications.		Most	attending	paid	the	suggested	amount.		The	
$2,000	budgeted	for	expenses	beyond	income	is	expected	to	more	than	cover	what	is	
needed.		The	full	Quaker	Center	has	already	been	reserved	for	Meeting’s	retreat	May	2-4,	
2014.		Appreciation	was	expressed	to	all	who	helped	make	this	such	a	wonderful	retreat.	
	
Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee	(COM):		(Sarah	Hawthorne)	Sarah	presented	the	
Meeting’s	“Guidelines	for	Financial	Aid	from	the	Quaker	Events	Support	Fund”,	which	COM	
has	revised	from	the	previous	Quaker	Events	Scholarship	Fund.		Traditionally	this	fund	has	
been	used	to	support	members	or	attenders	of	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting	in	attending	
College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting,	Pacific	Yearly	Meeting,	the	Friends	General	Conference	
Annual	Gathering,	or	other	Quaker	events.		The	guidelines	have	been	revised	to	include	not	
only	those	attending	such	an	event,	but	also	to	include	persons	who	will	be	serving	at	the	
Quaker	event,	for	example	as	speakers	or	board	or	committee	members.		Priorities	for	the	
use	of	the	Fund	and	expectations	of	applicants	are	included	in	the	guidelines,	now	available	
on	the	Meeting	website.		*	The	ad	hoc	committee	supporting	accessibility	has	observed	that	
people	attending	in	wheelchairs	are	sometimes	limited	to	sitting	in	the	back	row	of	Meeting.		
The	facilities	committee	and	the	school	custodian	will	be	asked	to	have	chairs	arranged	with	
open	aisles	to	the	front	row,	to	help	everyone	in	Meeting	be	able	to	see	and	hear	well.													
*	Sarah	thanked	Charlie	Blanchard	for	his	service	as	clerk	of	Meeting	throughout	the	year,	
together	with	the	alternate	clerk	and	recording	clerk	at	the	front	table.	
	
Announcements:	
*	College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting’s	Spring	Session	will	be	at	Quaker	Center	May	17-19,	2013.	
*	Transitional	meetings	will	be	held	by	committees	during	May	and	June.	
*	Cindy	Trueblood	noted	several	upcoming	events	to	be	held	at	the	Sierra	Friends	Center/			
Woolman	campus.		Also,	applications	are	now	being	accepted	for	open	teaching	positions.			
*	The	Annual	Meeting	of	the	Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	Corporation	Board	will	be				
held	immediately	following	the	May	Meeting	for	Business	today.		The	clerk	read	the	
responsibilities	of	the	Board	of	Directors,	to	familiarize	Friends	with	this	corporation.	
*	The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	on	June	9	at	the	Berkeley	Technology	Academy.	
	
Meeting	closed	at	1:50	p.m.	with	silent	worship.	
	
Submitted	by	Charlie	Blanchard,	clerk,	Nancy	Wilkinson,	alternate	clerk,	and	Joyce	Samati,	
recording	clerk	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


