
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, December 13, 2009 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 11:50 a.m. with silent worship.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked the 
meeting.  Thirty-two Friends were present.  
 
John McCarthy read the reflections of the Nominating Committee on the advices and queries on 
Integrity and Personal Conduct.  
 
The minutes of the November 8, 2009 Meeting for Business were read and approved with no 
corrections.  

Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
The Clerk introduced Larry Strain as Acting Alternate Clerk in Susan Burr's absence and Tom 
Yamaguchi as Acting Recording Clerk in the absence of Ralph Murphy. 
The Clerk requested that one or two people hold the meeting for business in worship. This 
practice was done regularly for one year. Andrew Youngmeister and Laura Magnani agreed to 
hold today's meeting in the Light. 
The United States Embassy in Tel Aviv sent a letter acknowledging the receipt of our letter 
expressing concern for the life of Tristan Anderson. Tristan is a young Friend from Grass Valley 
Meeting who was severely injured in the West Bank by a tear gas canister during protests of 
attacks on Palestine by the Israeli military. The letter states that Ambassador Cunningham is in 
contact with both the family and Israeli government and thanks the meeting for expressing our 
concern. Peace Earthcare, and Social Witness Committee will forward the letter to Grass Valley 
Meeting. 
The clerk received a second letter from Gregory Smith, a death row inmate at San Quentin prison 
in response to her acknowledgement of his first letter. In his second letter he expressed 
appreciation and thanks to Friends for our work to end capital punishment. This correspondence 
is being forwarding to Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness for appropriate follow up.  
Berkeley Friends Church announces that the 2010 Quaker Heritage Day will be held on 
Saturday, April 10. 
The Meeting received thanks for our contributions to Sierra Friends Center and Quaker Earthcare 
Witness. 
The Clerk read the job announcement for Youth Program Coordinator which will be placed on 
the bulletin board. She encouraged Friends to speak to people we know who may be interested in 
the position.  

Old Business 
The 2010 Budget (Finance Committee) (Renee Watkins) 
Revisions have been made to the line item on school expenses to include the $100 given each 
year during the holidays to the Berkeley Technology Academy custodian.  
Adult Religious Education Committee requested $200 to be added to their budget for books for 
Quakerism 101. 



The 2010 budget with these revisions was approved. The Clerk thanked all involved in the 
budget process for their work. 
 
Names seasoning for Nominating Committee (Naming Committee) (Kathy Barnhart) 
Kathy reported for the Naming Committee that includes Tom Yamaguchi, convener, and 
Margaret Schneider. The names of new Nominating Committee members being seasoned are Jed 
Appelman, Laura Boles, James Hosley, and Robin Standish.  The name of Nancy Wilkinson, 
who is currently on the committee, is being seasoned as clerk. Jed Appelman has removed his 
name from consideration. The remaining three names were approved to serve two-year terms on 
Nominating. Nancy Wilkinson was approved for a one-year term as clerk. 

New Business 
New nomination to the Nominating Committee (Naming Committee) (Kathy Barnhart) 
Bob Burnett has agreed to serve on Nominating Committee His name will season for one month. 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee) (John McCarthy) 
John, in his last report as clerk of Nominating, read the names of the following people who have 
agreed to fill remaining committee vacancies:  
Rhea Farley to Loaves and Fishes 
Todd Osmundson to Adult Religious Education 
Anahata Pomermoy and Curt Wands-Bourdoiseau to Retreat 
These names will season for one month.  
In addition, Sherrin Loyd and Jill Lessing have interest in working with the Teen Group with 
Dann Naseemullah as back up. They will need to talk more with the teens before submitting their 
names for consideration. 
 
Death Penalty Action Item (Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness) (Shelley Tanenbaum) 
A group called Alameda County Coalition for Alternatives to the Death Penalty is asking 
organizations to endorse a resolution seeking an end to the death penalty in Alameda County. 
The resolution has been endorsed by Berkeley Meeting. The group would like to gather as much 
support as possible before the June 2010 election. 
Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness committee is in unity in recommending that the Meeting 
endorse the resolution. This request will season for one month. The Alameda County group's 
website is www.AlamedaDeathPenalty.org.  
 
Friends Journal (Clifford Ham) 
The December issue of Friends Journal includes a four-page letter addressing the serious 
financial problems of the publication. The magazine may be laid down if there is not enough 
financial support. The concern is being referred to Communications Committee. Clifford and 
Tom Yamaguchi will work on an article for the meeting newsletter. The Clerk thanked Clifford 
for bringing this concern to our attention. 

http://www.alamedadeathpenalty.org/


Reports 
Treasurer (Beth Wrightson): The Meeting is only $4,000 short of its budgeted income for 2009. 
We were short $10,000 in October. A Friend expressed concern that we may become complacent 
based on the level of our year-to-date contributions. The treasurer requested that Friends 
continue to contribute through the end of the year. 
A Friend requested that the Quaker Institute for the Future be added to the list of meeting 
donations. Finance Committee is planning to update the list of organizations to which the 
Meeting contributes. An organization should have a member or regular attender of Strawberry 
Creek who is active in that organization. Friends may take their requests to add an organization 
to Finance Committee. It was suggested that when the list of organizations is printed it include 
the name of the contact person in the meeting.  
 
Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness Report (Shelley Tanenbaum): The committee has been 
working on a testimony for Earthcare and welcomes anyone interested to join them. The 
testimony is not quite ready to bring to the business meeting for consideration. 
The committee has been asked to sponsor an Alternatives to Violence Project workshop in the 
next few months. The community workshop will be held at Berkeley Friends Church. The date 
should be known soon. 
The committee has sponsored a number of successful educational sessions presented by members 
and attenders of Strawberry Creek. Curt and Julie Wands-Bourdoiseau discussed their work in 
Colombia. Katherine Youngmeister and Sharon Beckman of Redwood Forest Meeting presented 
an AVP mini-workshop. On January 14, Kathy Barnhart and John McCarthy will host a talk in 
their home by Darcy Stanley on her participation in Rolene Walker's Walk with Earth. It will 
include a dinner with Central and South American themed food. On the first Sunday in March 
Kusia Hreshchyshyn, an East Bay Sanctuary Covenant staff attorney, will talk about EBSC's 
work after the meeting for worship. 
 
Communications Committee (Amy Dewey): Communications Committee has created some 
general guidelines for deciding on what is appropriate to post to the Yahoo Group. Amy read the 
guidelines which will be printed in the newsletter and posted to the group. It was created to help 
answer questions Friends have had in the past regarding the proper use of the group. The web 
coordinator and the Communications Committee will continue to moderate posts and work with 
individuals regarding posts that are not appropriate for the group.  
 
Adult Religious Education Committee (Laura Cornell): The committee is interested in 
conducting a new Quakerism 101 class, which was last conducted in 2006. They already have a 
full workload with the Third Sunday sessions. They may be willing to cancel some of those 
sessions in order to focus on Quakerism 101. The committee is open to collaboration with others 
on religious education sessions for the Third Sunday. They want to make sure the topics include 
our spiritual lives and journey. 
There was a discussion about how to define what types of topics fall under the category of 
religious education.  Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness presented two ideas for classes that 
were rejected. The Adult Education Committee noted that it feels constrained by its job 
description and a number of Friends spoke to the need to review that job description. Another 
concern relates to the Meeting calendar. Many Sundays after worship have regularly scheduled 
activities such as business and committee meetings. Care of Meeting Committee agreed to look 



into possible solutions, both short term and long term. One opportunity will be at the next Clerks 
and Representatives Workshop on Saturday, January 23. 
One Friend expressed appreciation for the participatory nature of Adult Education sessions. 
Another Friend spoke of the sessions as providing a unique opportunity for eldering that is not 
directed to individuals but informs us all. The classes have been instrumental for one Friend to 
keep coming back to the Meeting. 
 
Pacific Yearly Meeting Representative Report (Stephen McNeil): PYM is looking at a 
possible restructuring so that more business is shifted to the Representative Meeting in March 
and away from the annual session in summer. This will add more work for the representatives 
who would be expected to involve monthly meetings in that decision making process. Terms for 
representatives may be extended to three years and the job description revised. 
The yearly meeting requests that monthly meetings discuss these proposals prior to the 
Representative Committee Meeting in March using the materials prepared by the Subcommittee 
on the Future of PYM. The Clerk of Adult Education Committee offered and the Meeting agreed 
to hold the session on Sunday, January 17. Questions should be referred to Stephen and 
incoming PYM Representative Tom Yamaguchi. An article will be published in the meeting 
newsletter. 
Announcements 
The next Meeting for Business will be on January 10, 2010 at Noon at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy, following the Winter Locavore Potluck. 
The Fall graduation of the Woolman Semester will be held at Sierra Friends Center on Saturday, 
December 19 at 1:00 PM. 
Cindy Trueblood has coffee for sale to benefit Sierra Friends Center.  
College Park Quarterly Meeting's Winter Meeting will be held on Saturday, January 16, 2010 at 
Berkeley Monthly Meeting. 
Sarah Wolcott and Leonard Joy have just arrived in Copenhagen for the United Nations Climate 
Change Conference. They are blogging from the conference, and Shelley Tanenbaum will send 
the link for their blog to the Yahoo Group. 
 
The meeting closed at 2:10 p.m. with silent worship. Twenty-seven Friends were present. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk; Larry Strain, Acting Alternate Clerk and Tom 
Yamaguchi, Acting Recording Clerk 


