
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, November 9, 2008 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked the meeting.  
Thirty-six Friends were present.   Rhea Farley read reflections of the Care of the Meeting Committee on 
the Advices & Queries on Integrity and Personal Conduct. 
 
The minutes of the October 12, 2008 Meeting for Business were read and approved with the following 
changes:  Under New Business, the minute on the NRCAT declaration is clarified by adding after the first 
sentence: “The Army Field Manual prohibits torture.”  The second sentence is clarified to read:  “The 
declaration can only be endorsed as written if the Meeting wishes to support this campaign.” 
 
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
 
The Clerk thanked Leonard Joy for being Acting Alternate Clerk for this meeting. 
 
The Clerk thanked the Retreat Committee and all who helped with, and participated in, the Fall Retreat.  
It was well organized and had a wonderful sense of openings and the sharing of gifts of our community’s 
members.  
 
The Meeting has received a letter of thanks from Friends World Committee for Consultation for our 
annual contribution. 
 
A letter from Dharma Yamaguchi requesting transfer of her membership to Berkeley Friends Church was 
read.  The letter was referred to the Care of the Meeting Committee. 
 
Mel Adamson and Kathy Barnhart will be working with the Clerk in the planning of the Holiday Party.  
They are asking for help with decorations and the planning. 

 
Old Business 
 
Revised Job Description for the Care of the Meeting Committee (Care of the Meeting Committee) 
(Leonard Joy) The revised job description for the Care of the Meeting Committee was discussed.  The 
sentence which was left out of the original draft on the Committee’s relationship to the Corporation’s 
Board was read.  Unity has not yet been obtained in the Committee on the allocation of the responsibility 
for planning new member welcomings.  The revised job description will season for another month. 
   
Revised Facilities Committee Job Description (Facilities Committee) (Pam Calvert) A revised job 
description for the Facilities Committee has seasoned for one month.  It contains no major changes and no 
concerns have been raised.  The revision was approved by the Meeting. 
 
 
National Religious Campaign Against Torture Declaration (Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness 
Committee, Peace and Justice Workgroup) (Dick Strong) Having seasoned for one month, the 
Meeting approved endorsing the National Religious Campaign Against Torture declaration requesting the 
President to issue an executive order prohibiting any agency of the government from using methods of 
interrogation which do not comply with the Army Field Manual on treatment of prisoners.  The Army 
Field Manual prohibits torture. 



 
Nominations (Nominating Committee)(John McCarthy)The nominations presented at last month’s 
Business Meeting have seasoned for one month and the Committee has heard no concerns raised.  The 
Meeting approved the following nominations:   
 
Wattie Taylor and Chris Christian, Facilities Committee 
Cheryl Christian, Loaves and Fishes Committee 
Nathan Moon, First Day School Committee 
 
The Nominating Committee is looking for someone to serve on the Facilities Committee. 
 
 
New Business 
 
Revised Job Description for Mutual Care Committee (Mutual Care Committee) (Margaret 
Schneider) A revised job description for the Mutual Care Committee was distributed and discussed.  It 
will season for one month. 
 
Nominations to the Nominating Committee (Naming Committee) (Larry Strain) The Naming 
Committee nominates the following people to serve on the Nominating Committee: 
 
Susan Black 
Marianne Kearney-Brown 
 
These nominations will season for one month.  The Naming Committee will bring one additional name 
for Nominating Committee to our next business meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Beth Wrightson) As of October 31, 2008 the Meeting had expended about $9,000 
more than income received this year.  Although this is about the same as last year, those members who 
have not yet contributed their annual donation are encouraged to do so as soon as possible. 
 
2009 Budget (Finance Committee) (Beth Wrightson) A proposed budget for 2009 was distributed and 
discussed.  The budget proposes spending about $3,000 more in 2009 than in 2008.  The budget will 
season for one month.   
 
Reports 
 
Worship and Ministry (Sarah Hawthorne) The Committee is placing on the Meeting’s website copies 
of the procedure on the Traveling Ministries Fund and a list of the committee assignments for Advices 
and Queries.   
 
The Committee has been discussing the Joys and Sorrows period after Meeting for Worship and hopes to 
bring a recommendation by March on whether it should be continued.  We are trying to end the Joys & 
Sorrows period by 11:10 a.m. so that First Day School knows when to join the Meeting. 
 
Hospitality Committee (Joyce Samati) The annual after-Thanksgiving potluck will be held November 
30th after Meeting for Worship.  The Committee is looking for volunteers to help with the Holiday 
Program. 
 
Sierra Friends Center (Cindy Trueblood) The Center invites Friends to come to hear the students talk 
about their work.  Sixty-eight students have graduated from the Woolman Semester.   “E-witness” is a 



good source of information.  There will be a gathering at the Truebloods’ home on November 16, 2008 to 
see “Green for All - An Evening with Van Jones", a tape of a talk given on his life passages as a benefit for 
the Woolman Semester. 
 
College Park Quarterly Meeting (Carl Anderson) The Quarterly Meeting held in October was well 
attended.  There were 170 attenders including 30 teenagers.  A written report by Elizabeth Boardman is 
on the Quarterly Meeting website. 
 
Announcements 
 
Bag packing for Thanksgiving at the Food Pantry will be held November 23 at 1 p.m. at Berkeley Friends 
Church. 
 
One friend suggested that we consider making donations to schools which are being particularly hurt by 
the economy.   
 
There is a gathering for Creative Poetry on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.  Interested Friends 
should contact Avotcja Jiltonilro. 
 
The Library Committee is requesting that those with copies of Pendle Hill Pamphlets, Friends Journals or 
Western Friends Bulletin check with the Committee to see if they can fill some of the holes in our 
collection. 
 
The next Business Meeting will be held on December 14, 2008 at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy. 
 
The meeting closed at 1:35 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk;   Leonard Joy, Acting Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, 
Recording Clerk 


