Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, November 13, 2011

Minutes

The meeting opened at noon with silent worship. Charles Blanchard clerked the meeting.
Thirty-eight Friends were present. Joyce Samati read the reflections of the Site Committee on
the Advices and Queries on Social and Civic Responsibility. The agenda was reviewed and
approved with a few changes.

The minutes of the October 9, 2011 Meeting for Business were read and approved with the
following correction in the Announcements: Deborah Marks noted that the Pacific Yearly
Meeting Subcommittee on Racial Justice was holding a Spring workshop at Ben Lomond Quaker
Center.

Clerk’s Business and Correspondence

Correspondence included a thank you from Berkeley Technology Academy for the $1,500
donation which was received as a useful and practical gift; a thank you from Dorothy
Henderson, Woolman Semester head of school who noted that they are well into their 16"
semester; and a batch of sample promotion pens, several of which had “Quaker Singles” on
them and which were picked up by attenders to put to use. The Clerk noted that the customary
$150 donation to groups from the Meeting was to encourage individual Friends to considering
giving to these groups. The Clerk reported that the Clerk of Mutual Care Committee had given
him a button that read “Clerk at Work” with a picture of meandering cats. It is available for
other clerks to wear. Charlie distributed other folders of mail for committees.

Old Business: None
New Business

Nominating Committee (Nancy Wilkinson) Nancy brought forward the names of Thomas
Yamaguchi as Pacific Yearly Meeting Representative to begin service as of January 2012 and
Margaret Sorrel as a member of Loaves and Fishes Committee. These nominations will season
for one month.

Naming Committee (Rhea Farley) Rhea brought forward the name of Angela Imhoff to be clerk
of Nominating Committee with Barbara Perry and Al Thompson as continuing members of that
committee and Janet Piggins as a new member. So far they have found four out of seven
needed members. These nominations will season for one month.

Rhea wanted Friends to be aware that although it was not an expectation of the Nominating
Committee members, Friends can serve on two committees at the same time. Others noted



that one could also leave service on a committee to serve with the Nominating Committee. It
was pointed out that Care of Meeting Committee has taken on some of the past Nominating
Committee work of contacting those not active in the Meeting as to their availability to serve
on committees. The Meeting approved having the remaining three new names announced at
close of Meeting for Worship so that they might begin their service as soon as possible. The
Clerk expressed appreciation for the Naming Committee’s work.

Treasurer’s Report (Richard Leath) Richard distributed an October 31 report. It showed our
various forms of rent in detail, which Friends found helpful to know. The cost per member for
this year is about $525. Right now donations are running at $16,000 out of $45,000 needed
which is about the same deficit as last year at this time. The Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM)
contribution per member is about $100 more than in the past.

Finance Committee (Beth Wrightson) Beth distributed the proposed FY 2012 budget which
increased a modest $1,200 over last year’s budget. There is a new line item (7115) of $1,000
for the Travelling Ministries Fund. If we publicize its existence, extra funds could come in. The
Finance Committee will determine whether or not this will be a revolving fund. A Friend
expressed concerns about having a Fund that seemed to encourage payment for ministry. The
Worship and Ministry and Finance Committees were asked to labor with this Friend’s concern
and another Friend volunteered to work with them on this matter which will come back to
Meeting in December.

The Meeting had been sending in its donations to the PYM Brinton Visitors Fund for the last
three years after it had been laid down by the Yearly Meeting. The Yearly Meeting may
establish Visiting Friends Program at some point but offered to send back these funds which it
had been holding. The Meeting agreed to take back the funds this year and to revisit
supporting the Yearly Meeting’s program if reestablished.

The Finance Committee laid down the Committee Service Fund which had not been used unless
the Care of Meeting Committee asks otherwise. A suggestion on how this fund could be used
was made and a Friend responded that that use might be better supported by the Sharing
Fund. The suggestion was referred to Care of Meeting Committee for review. Other Friends
noted that the existence of the Committee Service Fund might not have been made known to
all who could have accessed it. The Meeting asked the Finance Committee to reconsider laying
down the $1,000 Committee Service Fund. There was no budget this year for the Adult
Education work which has been laid down as a standing committee and taken up by Worship
and Ministry. If they need more money to carry out adult religious education activities they can
request it during the year. The old Hospitality line item 7725 $600 was divided between Loaves
and Fishes and Mutual Care Committees. Purchases of PYM Faith & Practice were not expected
in FY 2012. Travel support for PYM Representative/Observer was increased to cover the two
positions and $200 was added in for a new line item 7972 travel support for the College Park
Quarterly Meeting Representative. The budget proposal will season for one month. The Clerk
thanked the Finance Committee for its work in preparing the proposed FY 2012 budget.



Beth reported that the Finance Committee had held a listening session after Meeting on the
concern on the Meeting’s receiving stock gifts. Prior the session, the Finance Committee itself
was not in unity to accept all stocks but thought that the Meeting should accept socially
responsible stocks. Peter Trueblood was thanked for his service as a resource on this question.
Beth read a summary of the reactions from the October 16 listening meeting which will be in
the newsletter. They also labored separately with several Friends’ concerns over the last 11
months since this set of issues were raised. After the session, the Finance Committee felt
comfortable in proposing the following minute and practice:

Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting will accept donations of stock. We plan to establish
a stock brokerage account. Upon receipt of said stock, we shall sell the stock as soon as
possible.

The minute will season and Finance Committee will bring it back to business meeting. Two
Friends, while not standing aside, expressed their abiding concern that the minute does not let
us off the hook morally and that our participation in an economy based on speculation which
had led to such abhorrent income disparities remains questionable. The Clerk thanked the
Finance Committee for its work on this concern.

PYM Representative (Rick Herbert) Rick noted that both the Future of Yearly Meeting
Subcommittee Report and Representative Job Description were available at the PYM website
(www.pacificyearlymeeting.org). The goal of the Subcommittee work is to have the time at
Yearly Meeting spend in spirit-led activities and less on business matters. Some Yearly Meeting
attenders are not seasoned in Friends’ business practices and it has shown. One significant
change in the new job description is that PYM wants Representatives to serve for three years in
order to have some institutional memory when decisions are being made. Pay particular
attention to the new job description which is on pages 7 & 8 in the Subcommittee Report.
Please contact either Rick Herbert or Tom Yamaguchi with any concerns during this month of
seasoning on the job description.

Worship and Ministry (Elizabeth Strain) Elizabeth read from PYM’s Faith & Practice (p. 205) the
definition of a travel minute: “the endorsement a Meeting gives to one of its members who is
traveling under the weight of a concern, usually expressed in a letter which accompanies the
traveler.” Elizabeth then read a proposed travel minute for Elaine Emily who will be in Australia
and New Zealand in January 2012. Her Anchoring (Oversight) Committee (Leonard Joy, Laura
Cornell, and Andrew Youngmeister) have united with her concern for the practice of eldering
within the Religious Society of Friends. The minute was presented for seasoning.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Susan Strong) Susan reminded Friends of the
Meeting’s earlier 2006 minute on climate change that focused on what we ourselves as
individuals could do in response to climate change. She reported that the Friends Committee


http://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/

on National Legislation had requested Friends’ Meetings and Churches to consider a climate
change minute that called upon policy makers to take action. It will eventually be posted on
the FCNL's website. She then read the minute. Friends felt that the proposed new minute was
supported by the 2006 minute and the 2010 Earthcare Testimony that the Meeting had
approved. Several Friends had suggestions for editing and formatting. The Committee will
bring back a final version for action.

Reports

Care of the Meeting Committee (Ted Obbard) Ted reported that the Twelfth Month event will
be at the North Berkeley Senior Center from 5-9 pm on December 17. They want the
experience to be one that shows who we are as a Meeting and that is why they are asking all
committees to consider contribution to the event. Mutual Care Committee will put out cards to
sign for absent Friends. Call him if you have any questions.

Site Committee (Joyce Samati) Joyce expressed great appreciation for the September 18"
sharing event on the site question and for the 50+ Friends who responded to the recent survey.
She noted that “site” cost in our current budget is about 41%. Three areas to be addressed in
selecting a new site were raised up in the September 18 event: service and witness in the
world, finances, and building Meeting community. The Site Committee asked if there were any
fundamental queries that we should be exploring that might help the Meeting move forward?
Contact the Committee with any suggestions.

College Park Quarterly Meeting (Rachel Findley) Rachel noted that the mid-October meeting at
Sierra Friends Center had seven Strawberries (out of 135) attenders and 22 teens and 10
children. The next Quarterly Meeting is at Redwood Forest Meeting on January 14. Ideas for a
theme may be made to Rachel.

Announcements
Joyce Samati noted that the excitement of Sierra Friends Center/John Woolman Semester may
be experienced through attending either the upcoming graduation (December 17t") and/or

Sustainable Project presentations (December 10%).

Avotja Jiltonilro noted that a CD release party will take place at La Pena on November 12 featuring great
music combinations of jazz/tango (see www.classicalrevolution.org)

The next Business Meeting will be held on December 11, 2011 at noon at the Berkeley
Technology Academy.

The meeting closed at 2:30 p.m. with silent worship.

Submitted by: Charles Blanchard, clerk, Larry Strain, Alternate Clerk; and Stephen McNeil,
Recording Clerk
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