
 
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business 
March 11, 2018 Minutes 

 

The Meeting opened at 11:55 with silent worship. Ralph Murphy clerked the Meeting.  Thirty-
six Friends were present.   

David Rutschman shared responses from the Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness Committee   
to the Advices and Queries on Stewardship and Vocation.  Friends returned to worship for 
further reflections.   

The minutes for the February 11, 2018 Meeting for Business were approved with the following 
corrections in New Business C. Nominations, “position now vacant due to the inability of the 
2017 Observer to serve as the 2018 Representative.; in D. Memorial Minute for Barbara Graves, 
“The Meeting approved the minute.  It thanked Barb Tittle, Joyce Samati, Laura Magnani, 
Deborah Marks, and Mary White for their service on the memorial.” and in Announcements, 
deleted the one about Betsy Morris as it had already appeared in the January minutes.  

The agenda was reviewed.  Correspondence consisted of a thank you from Friends Journal for 
our $150 donation. The Western Region Christian Friends Conference is meeting March 17th at 
Berkeley Friends Church. 

Old Business:    

A. Nomination (Nominating Committee, Charlie Blanchard) Charlie Blanchard 
reported that the Nominating Committee had heard no concerns on the nomination 
of Lari Keeler as Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) Representative for 2018.  A 
nomination for the 2018 Observer is forthcoming. The Meeting approved the 
nomination of Lari Keeler as PYM Representative for 2018. 

New Business: 
A. State of the Meeting Report (Rick Herbert, Kathy Barnhart and Phillipa Baron, 

writing group) Rick Herbert read the third iteration of the draft.  The Clerk asked that 
edits be send via email to the writing group so that Business Meeting consideration 
can be shortened.  Two concerns were raised: one about the Meeting’s ability to 
accept differences in the description of the challenge of an “attender who spoke out 
in support of the President and racial divisions.”  More exposition seemed to be 
needed in the concluding sentence.  The report will come back to the April meeting 
for business.  

B. Friends Committee on National Legislation Priorities (Stephen McNeil, Peace, 
Earthcare and Social Witness Committee) Stephen McNeil called attention to the 
draft priorities statement.  These came out of the PESW Committee meeting on 
February 25th which had a dozen in attendance.  Friends will have another chance to 
contribute on the adult education forum on March 18.  After discernment, up to 
seven suggested priorities will be brought to the April meeting for business. 



C. Membership Request of Janet Piggins (Care of the Meeting Committee, Rhea 
Farley) Rhea Farley read the membership committee report recommending 
membership. Rhea Farley, convener, Jed Appelman, Phillipa Baron, and Lari Keeler 
served on the membership committee.  The recommendation will season for one 
month, with any concerns to be brought to the Care of the Meeting Committee. 

Reports: 
 

A. Shelley Tanenbaum on Her Ministry:  Shelley Tanenbaum noted that she had resisted 
the idea of having an Anchoring Committee for years.  She now feels that having one is 
a valuable base of support in the Meeting.  She thanked her committee comprised of 
Elaine Emily, Judith Schumacher-Jennings and Stephen McNeil.  They meet 
approximately every six weeks.  She reported her current vocation as General 
Secretary of Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW) stemmed from her time on the PYM 
Board of the magazine Earthlight, an ecospiritual publication.  She became an 
environmental scientist through an interdisciplinary program at UC Berkeley (during 
which she also met her husband).  But the origins of her ministry really sprang from 
her experiences in nature -- through sailing, camping and hiking in the West.  Just 
being in nature and appreciating it as a lived experience formed the basis of her 
leading.  Even as a teenager in Los Angeles 10 miles from the Pacific Ocean, her heart 
opened to that larger and deeper reality which nature brought to her.   As head of 
QEW, a network of Friends for eco-integrity and environmental justice, it is the 
awakening to the spiritual basis of that of God in everyone and everything that 
sustains her.  Her focus is on environmental justice, on lifting up the voices of those 
most negatively impacted by environmental injustice.  She also had been supported 
through her decade with the Quaker Institute for the Future where projects in the 
summer are worked upon in worship sharing time.  She is currently bringing 
environmental concerns to the Friends Committee on Legislation-CA as a new Board 
member and as a General Committee member of the Friends Committee on National 
Legislation.  She expressed appreciation to the Meeting which has afforded her, as a 
shy person, roles that have led her to increase her skills in clerking and speaking.   She 
said she is fortunate to be able to work on her life’s passion.  Friends expressed 
appreciation and also a challenge that racism pure and simple, not “environmental 
racism” must be addressed.  The Meeting thanked Shelley for sharing her ministry 
which we held in the Light. 
 

B. Nominating Committee (Charlie Blanchard) Charlie Blanchard reported that the slate 
for 2018/19 will be presented.  The Committee sometimes sees gifts in you that you do 
not see, so do consider the asks for service.  If you haven’t been called or called back, 
now is the time to connect with the Nominating Committee. 
 

C. PYM Representative Committee Report (PYM Representative, Lari Keeler) Lari Keeler 
attended “RepCom” at Orange Grove Meeting last weekend.  The PYM theme is 
“Faithfulness: A Call to Practice Radical Vulnerability and Love,” with the session 
running Friday July 13 to Wednesday July 18.  One question the Meeting is asked to 



ponder (not come to any consensus) is should PYM join the Friends General 
Conference.  This would increase the annual contribution per individual by $2.42.  The 
Clerk is invited to send in a reply to this question by April 30th.  The Clerk noted that 
Care of the Meeting Committee has been considering this question.  If you have some 
input, please send to the Clerk (Ralph Murphy) or the Clerk of Care of the Meeting 
Committee (John McCarthy). Several sections of the revised Faith & Practice will soon 
be posted on the yearly meeting website and we are invited to respond to those 
drafts.  And go to Yearly Meeting!  Registration will soon be open.  
 

D. Finance Committee (James Hosley) James Hosley reported that if the Meeting 
supports an organization, someone in the Meeting needs to be connected to that 
organization.  The Friends World Committee on Consultation – Section of the Americas 
no longer has someone connected to us.  Paul McCold volunteered to take on that 
relationship.  The Meeting thanked Paul. 
 
 

Announcements: 
Tom Yamaguchi reported that the Spring meeting of the College Park Quarter is at Quaker 
Center Ben Lomond (QCBL) May 18-20.  The CROP Walk is on April 29th. 
 
Elizabeth Moses Strain noted that on April 14th at 2 pm at the Berkeley Friends Meeting, Janet 
Piggins will hold a session on “From Aging to Saging.” 
 
Susan Burr announced that on Monday April 16 at 7 pm at Berkeley Friends Church (?) Paula 
Palmer will present a slideshow and talk on Quaker Indian Boarding Schools. 
 
Cindy Trueblood asked if anyone was going to QCBL on March 19-24 who might take Matthew? 
 
Avotja Jiltonilro again thanked all for the Caribbean relief efforts. 
 
The Meeting closed at about 1:50 p.m. with silent worship 
 
The next Meeting for Business will be held on April 8, 2018, at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley 
Technology Academy.   
 
Submitted by: Ralph Murphy, Clerk, Leonard Joy, Acting Alternate Clerk, and Stephen McNeil, 
Recording Clerk. 


