
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,		April	12,	2015	

Minutes	
	

Meeting	opened	at	12:00	noon	with	silent	worship.		Nancy	Wilkinson	clerked	the	Meeting.		Thirty-
two	Friends	were	present.		Rachel	Findley	shared	responses	from	the	Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	
Witness	Committee	to	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	“Integrity	and	Personal	Conduct”.		Friends	
returned	to	worship,	to	consider	these	further.			
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed;	no	changes	were	made.		Minutes	for	the	March	8,	2015	Meeting	for	
Business	were	read	and	approved	as	written.			
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:		The	Clerk	received	the	forms	from	Berkeley	Meeting,	
which	complete	the	transfer	of	Catya	de	Neergaard’s	membership	to	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting.		The	
American	Friends	Service	Committee,	Berkeley	Food	Pantry,	and	Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center	sent	
letters	of	thanks	for	Meeting’s	annual	donations;	Camping	Unlimited	expressed	gratitude	for	a	$500	
grant	from	the	Dime-A-Gallon	Fund,	as	well	as	for	the	participation	of	several	Strawberries	at	its	
annual	Spaghetti	Dinner	Fundraiser.		Quaker	Center	shared	news	of	current	projects	and	activities,	
including	the	placement	of	water	bars	under	the	new	culvert	to	channel	rain	water	under	the	road	
and	the	upgrading	of	the	road	to	the	center.		A	part-time	administrative	assistant	has	been	hired,	
which	will	allow	co-directors	Bob	and	Kathy	Runyan	to	more	easily	visit	Friends	Meetings	
throughout	the	west,	with	the	“Quaker	Center	on	the	Road”	program.				
	
Clerk	Nancy	noted	highlights	from	Epistle	XII,	from	Pacific	Yearly	Meeting’s	(PYM)	Youth	Programs	
Coordinator,	Alyssa	Nelson.		One	of	these	was	the	recent	Spring	Youth	Service	Learning	Camp,	held	in	
partnership	with	the	Wukchumni	Tribe	at	Quaker	Oaks	Farm	in	Visalia.		Sally	Kingsland,	of	
Strawberry	Creek	(PYM)	and	Canberra	Regional	(Australia)	Meetings,	recently	published	an	article	in	
The	Australian	Friend	sharing	what	she’s	learned	from	PYM’s	youth	programs.		Both	the	Epistle	and	
the	calendar	of	youth	programs	and	current	events	will	be	posted	on	the	Meeting	bulletin	board;	
these	are	also	available	at	the	PYM	website:		<www.pacificyearlymeeting.org>.	
	
The	Clerk	also	shared	a	letter	received	from	the	Friends	World	Committee	for	Consultation,	asking	
for	prayers	for	Nairobi	Yearly	Meeting	(NYM)	in	East	Africa.		Two	of	the	people	killed	in	recent	
violence	there	were	from	a	Meeting	in	NYM.		Strawberry	Creek	Friends	settled	in	worship,	uniting	
with	Friends	in	Nairobi	who	are	working	so	hard	to	help	move	toward	a	non-violent,	peaceful	future.			
	
Old	Business:	
	
State	of	the	Meeting	Report	(Dick	Strong)	Dick	read	a	revised	draft	of	the	State	of	the	Meeting	
Report,	which	incorporated	suggestions	made	during	the	March	Meeting	for	Business.		Friends	
offered	several	additional	considerations	and	clarifications.		After	discerning	which	were	important	
to	include,	Meeting	approved	the	State	of	the	Meeting	Report	with	much	gratitude	to	the	Writing	
Committee,	Jed	Appelman,	Beth	Rodman	and	Dick	Strong.		This	report	will	be	provided	to	College	
Park	Quarterly	Meeting	in	advance	of	the	Spring	Quarterly	Meeting	in	May.		(Copy	attached.)	
	
	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee	(CoM)	(Laura	Magnani)	Laura	noted	that	no	concerns	were	raised	
about	the	recommended	transfer	of	membership	of	Mariana	Ruybalid	from	Berkeley	Meeting	to	
Strawberry	Creek.			Meeting	approved	Mariana’s	transfer	of	membership.		After	several	present	
noted	their	appreciation	for	having	had	the	opportunity	to	get	to	know	Mariana,	a	committee	was	
formed	to	welcome	her.		These	Friends	are	Tom	Yamaguchi,	convener,	Rachel	Findley	and	Leonard	
Joy.	
	
Transfer	of	Marriage	Clearness	Committee	(Rick	Herbert)	Rick	reported	that	the	current	
members	of	Stephen	Holland	and	Hillary	McCormick’s	marriage	clearness	committee	conferred.		



(These	members	are	Rick	Herbert,	Lynne	D’Angelo,	and	Barb	Tittle.		It	was	noted	that	Peter	D’Angelo	
and	Shelley	Tanenbaum	had	served	on	their	arrangements	committee.).		The	committee	recommends	
that	the	Meeting	transfer	the	care	of	this	marriage,	as	requested,	to	the	couple’s	current	Meeting,	
Friendship	Friends	Meeting	(FFM)	in	Greensboro,	North	Carolina.		The	Clerk	will	write	a	letter	to	
FFM	conveying	this	message,	entrusting	the	couple	to	this	Meeting’s	tender,	loving	care.		Concerning	
the	couple’s	suggestion	that	a	process	be	developed	for	transferring	the	care	of	a	marriage	from	one	
Meeting	to	another,	the	Clerk	observed	that	this	would	be	under	the	purview	of	the	Mutual	Care	
Committee	to	consider.							A	Friend	noted	that	a	copy	of	the	letter	sent	should	go	to	the	Meeting	
Recorder.		The	Clerk	will	do	so;	she	will	also	check	with	the	Pacific	Yearly	Meeting	Discipline	
Committee	about	how	the	process	of	transferring	the	care	of	a	marriage	may	be	addressed	by	PYM.	
	
First	Day	School	(FDS)	(Margaret	Schneider)	Margaret	shared	a	revised	version	of	the	FDS	Job	
Description’s	Statement	of	Purpose,	which	incorporated	input	from	the	March	Meeting	for	Business.		
Friends	suggested	several	additions;	with	these,	the	Meeting	approved	this	portion	of	the	Job	
Description.		(Copy	attached.)	
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(PESW)	(Judith	Schumacher-Jennings)	Judith	
provided	Friends	a	revised	version	of	the	PESW	committee’s	Minute	in	support	of	the	Friends	New	
Underground	Railroad.		Strawberry	Creek	Friends	wish	to	support	Olympia	(Washington)	Monthly	
Meeting’s	efforts	to	provide	direct	assistance	to	help	hundreds	of	Lesbian,	Gay,	Bisexual,	Transgender	
and	Queer	Ugandans	get	to	safety	and	freedom.		After	Friends	noted	key	points	and	concerns,	
Meeting	approved	this	Minute	in	substance.		A	final	revision	will	be	written	by	Leonard	Joy,	Carl	
Magruder,	Nancy	Wilkinson	and	Judith	Schumacher-Jennings	incorporating	recommendations	
affirmed	in	today’s	Meeting.		The	consideration	of	those	to	whom	the	Meeting	would	like	to	send	this	
Minute	was	referred	back	to	the	PESW	committee.	
	
Nominating	Committee	(Kris	Muller)	Kris	noted	that	no	concerns	were	raised	about	the	nomination	
of	Jill	Waters,	to	serve	on	the	Loaves	and	Fishes	Committee	through	May	2015.		Meeting	approved	
her	nomination,	with	appreciation.	
	
New	Business:	
	
Nominating	Committee	(Kris	Muller)	Kris	presented	the	nominating	committee’s	slate	of	nominees,	
for	service	during	the	June	1,	2015	–	May	31,	2016	committee	year.		One	position	remains	open	on	
each	of	the	following	committees:		Care	of	the	Meeting,	Communications,	Facilities,	and	Worship	and	
Ministry;	two	positions	are	open	on	the	First	Day	School	Committee.		These	nominations	will	season	
until	the	May	Meeting	for	Business.		Any	Friend	who	feels	called	to	serve	in	one	of	the	open	positions	
is	encouraged	to	contact	a	member	of	the	nominating	committee.		The	nominating	committee	also	
encourages	all	Friends	nominated	to	serve	as	a	clerk	or	co-clerk	for	the	coming	year,	to	attend	Arthur	
Larrabee’s	Clerking	Workshop	at	Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center	the	weekend	of	May	29-31,	2015.			
	
After	considering	both	the	value	of	this	opportunity	and	the	resources	available	in	the	Meeting’s	
budget,	Meeting	approved	a	total	of	$1600	to	subsidize	the	workshop	attendance	of	nominated	
clerks.		It	will	be	divided	among	those	who	request	an	attendance	subsidy	for	this	workshop,	up	to	
$160	each.		Nominating	committee	is	instructed	to	inform	those	eligible	for	this	support.		Individuals	
are	responsible	to	apply	to	attend	the	workshop	and	to	request	this	subsidy,	if	interested.	
	
The	Clerk	stated	that	one	item	of	new	business	planned	for	today’s	Meeting	will	be	deferred	until	
May,	due	to	the	fullness	of	today’s	agenda.		This	is	the	Quaker	United	Nations	Office	Statement	on	
Climate	Change,	from	the	Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee.		It	will	be	the	first	item	of	
New	Business	in	May.	
	
	
	
	



Reports:	
	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee	(CoM)	(Laura	Magnani)	Laura	reported	on	the	Meeting’s	experience	of	
Quaker	Quest	(QQ),	held	on	March	21,	2015.		Both	benefits	and	limitations	were	noted.		The	
facilitators	remained	focused	primarily	on	preparation	for	potential	community	outreach	rather	than	
on	developing	inreach	within	our	Meeting,	which	had	been	the	Meeting’s	stated	interest.		For	many,	
the	opportunity	to	hear	two	Strawberries	share	their	experiences	of	finding	community	among	
Friends	was	a	highlight	of	this	day.		The	CoM	committee	expects	that	follow-up	to	QQ	will	take	its	
course.		One	opportunity	for	this	will	be	at	the	Meeting’s	spring	retreat,	when	time	will	allow	more	
Friends	to	share	from	their	experiences	of	community	with	each	other.	
	
The	update	on	the	status	of	Berkeley	Meeting’s	floor	project	is	that	the	work	has	now	been	
completed.		Beginning	in	May	2015	for	three	months,	Strawberry	Creek	will	rent	the	use	of	
committee	space	on	Thursday	evenings	for	$200	per	month.		The	scheduled	use	will	be:		week	1	–	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee,	week	2	–	Communications	Committee,	week	3	–	Healing	Group,	week	4	–	
open,	to	be	reserved	by	request.		After	three	months,	this	rental	usage	will	be	re-evaluated.		For	
anyone	wishing	to	reserve	use	of	the	room	on	a	4th	Thursday,	please	contact	the	Care	of	Meeting	
Committee.			
	
Last	but	not	least:		membership	committees	for	Beth	Rodman,	Paul	McCold	and	Sally	Kingsland	have	
been	formed.	
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(PESW)	(Susan	Strong)	Susan	reported	that	the	
committee	approved	four	spring	Dime-A-Gallon	Grants:		1.)	to	help	build	a	Water	System	for	the	
Quaker	Hospital	in	Abeka	Democratic	Republic	of	Congo,	2.)	to	the	Friends	Committee	on	National	
Legislation’s	Education	Fund	for	climate	change	work,	3.)	to	Youth	Spirit	Artworks	and	the	Berkeley	
Climate	Action	Coalition	Transportation	Working	Group	toward	sustainable	transportation	projects,	
and	4.)	to	the	Sierra	Friends	Center	and	the	Woolman	Semester	School	for	an	Environmental	
Protection	Agency-certified	Woodstove.				A	summary	of	these	four	projects	was	provided.		The	fund	
balance	is	now	$3,146.84.		The	next	grant	application	deadline	will	be	in	the	fall	of	2015.																									
	
A	thoughtful	and	wide-ranging	discussion	of	Collective	Witness	was	held	on	March	29,	2015.		The	
shift	from	the	use	of	the	phrase	“corporate	witness”	was	prompted	by	the	concern	that	this	wording	
may	suggest	that	everyone	in	Meeting	must	join	in	doing	the	same	actions.		*	The	PESW	committee’s	
next	adult	education	session	will	be	on	May	31,	2015,	to	address	World	Food	Systems	and	Climate	
Change.		*	Rachel	Findley	shared	from	her	moving	experience	of	the	Good	Friday	Service,	which	was	
held	at	The	Way	Christian	Center	as	part	of	the	Holy	Week	of	Resistance.		Seven	African-American	
preachers	each	focused	on	speaking	of	the	meaning	of	one	of	the	seven	last	words	of	Christ,	as	
understood	from	the	experience	of	many	in	the	African-American	community.		This	was	a	powerful	
service,	affirming	deeply	how	Black	Lives	Matter.	
	
Treasurer	(Richard	Leath)	Richard	presented	the	Treasurer’s	Report	for	January	through	March	
2015,	the	first	quarter	of	this	fiscal	year.		The	net	income	is	now	a	negative	$11,609.34,	primarily	due	
to	paying	the	annual	PYM	assessment	of	$9,603	early	in	the	year.			The	balance	sheet	on	page	two	
shows	the	checking	account	which	was	opened	at	the	Self-Help	Credit	Union	in	January	2015.		This	
reduces	Meeting	funds	held	at	the	Mechanics	Bank.		The	new	Certificate	of	Deposit	opened	at	
Community	Trust	is	now	line	item	1081.		Another	account	will	be	opened	at	Community	Trust	for	the	
balance	of	the	Site	Fund.		The	Clerk	thanked	Richard	for	providing	this	clear,	informative	report.	
	
	
Announcements:	
	
On	April	19,	2015	there	will	be	a	New	Child	Welcoming	after	rise	of	Meeting.	
	
Strawberry	Creek’s	annual	retreat	will	be	held	at	Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center	May	1-3,	2015.	



	
A	Newcomers’	Brunch	will	follow	Meeting	for	Worship	on	May	17,	2015.		All	who	have	not	yet	
attended	a	Newcomers’	Brunch	are	welcomed.	
	
College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting’s	spring	Quarterly	Meeting	will	be	at	Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center	May	
15-17,	2015.	
	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	on	May	10,	2015	at	11:50	a.m.	at	Berkeley	Technology	
Academy.		This	will	be	followed	immediately	by	the	Annual	Meeting	of	the	Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	
Meeting	Corporation	Board.	
	
Meeting	closed	with	worship	at	2:00	p.m.	
	
Submitted	by	Nancy	Wilkinson,	clerk,	Susan	Burr,	alternate	clerk,	and	Joyce	Samati,	recording	clerk	
	
	


