MEETING FOR WORSHIP ON THE OCCASION
OF

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
KENT WOLCOTT

Satunday, November 1, 2014
Twooclick
Hacienda de Ias Flores, Moraga, CA

Kent's ready smile on recognition was abways welcomad by
those wha ok refuge in his unique theodogy. Langhier was
never fr under the surface, even though his life wasa't casy,
He showal us how o soldier on in the tace of whazever im-
pediments life offesed, without loaing intevest in the gane
il We will miss him and wish him well in this crassing.

Kent Wolcott was bom in Sacramento in 1942, He grew
up in Palo Alto where his parents were involved with the
Palo Alte Friends Meeting. He was old enough to hammer
nails when the first Friends Mecting house was built there,
When he was nine, the Wolcotts moved next to the Hidden
Villa Ranch in the Los Altos Hills, Frank and Josephine
Duveneck were close friends with the Wolcotts and men-
tor$ for Kent. This led him to experience hiking, horseback
riding, and canocing. He became a camp counsclor at Hid-
den Villa, which led to later work in open space conserva-
tion and campaigns in Castro Valley and Orinda, In his
wentics, he was also an activist in the civil nghts and anti-
Vietam War movements, Although Kent had been bom
very nearly blind, s mother had helped him overcome the
worst of the blindness. Despite having gone through most
of his education without being able to read a blackboard,
he was able o grduate from San Jose State Umversity
and even 1o become a licensed instrumenterated pilot. Asa
teacher, he always championed the rights of the underpriv-
ileged and female students in his classes, as well.

In 1967, Kent mavied Diane Mastin. Right away, they
went to Sweden for a year of graduate study in political
science. They returned from there to Chicago where Diane
did graduate studies, and Kent worked as a social worker,
went to night school and then taught high school math,
They returned to Califomia to Castro Valley where Kent
taught math classes for the next thirty years. Their daugh-

ter, Sara, was bom in 1981, (cownimad o0 rowrse)

Later in life, Kent contracted diabetes, an illness that had
contributed to his mother's death. He nearly lost his abil-
ity to walk, sec or speak multiple times over the counse off
his struggle with the discase. He frequently recovered
from near-fatal medical disasters. The loss of his mother
in 2006 impacted him greatly. His struggle with diabetes
led him to take carly retirement [rom teaching and eventu-
ally led to the renal failure that brought about his death.

Although a birthnght Quaker, Kent didn't let secing God
in the other person get in the way of his entical opinion off
anyone or any institution, which, on occasion, worked to
his advantage, He seemed to have no fear or shyness with
strangers and, in fact, would quite cham and befriend
them: bank clerks, local fanmers market vendors, or shop
Keepers, His selfsdeprecatory style ol discourse cased
adult conversation and could lead to tast fricndships that
are rare these days,

Kent died peacefully in, as he wished, his own bed in his

own home on September 21, 2014, just one week shy of

his 72nd birthday, Sara's vision from the following
night: Kent, in his prime, rowing his canoe across that
dark water to the golden shore on the other side,

About a Quaker Memorial Meeting

A Quaker memorial mecting follows the same form as @ Meeling for
Warship, which is the core of Quaker practice.

As a commnity who knewe Kerd Wolcou, today we gather in siferce to
remember and celebrase hic life. We come in boil sadness and thanks.
siving to share our memorles, thoughts, and feeling Friends befieve
that there ix that of God in everyone. We seek to mark that of God that
lived in Kent and to offire: those things we now carry with us,

I you e areivwed carly, pleave help ws peepare the room for worship
by remaining sifent.

The responsabitity for the sparitvol depth of the meetbig resis with each
altendder. Those who keep sitenve, as well ay those who give a voea!
message, do their pard when they yield their minds and Iearis to the
suleiirce of the S,

Aswe st inexpectant quict, we may be moved by the Splrit to stare a
message, Please do so without widue teageh, being mindfild that others
miay be so moved  Bveryone pavticipides equally ond alf are welcome
to speak. You may be mowd 1o stare prapvrs, poenis, ancedotes, or
vong. Please allow a fow moments to fear and reflect on each mesiage
before offering yours

We will worship togetinr for about an fowr, The clerk will close one
time of worship by shakivg fands with those next to her, a signal fo all
of us to shake hands with those nearby.

Aftee this memorial mecting, we will gather for a reception ar the
home of Marianne Kearney-Brovn and Steve Sutia,



