
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business 

November 12, 2017 Minutes 
 

The Meeting opened at 11:50 am with silent worship. Ralph Murphy clerked the Meeting.  
Forty-three Friends were present.   

Erik Wilson shared responses from the Facilities Committee to the Advices and Queries on 
Reaching Out.  Friends returned to worship for further reflections.   

The minutes for the October 8, 2017 Meeting for Business were approved as read.   

The agenda was reviewed and there was no correspondence, clerk’s or old business. 

 
New Business: 
 
Membership in BOCA (Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee, David Rutschman)   
David read the Committee’s minute:  "The PESW committee recommends that SCM join BOCA 
(Berkeley Organizing Congregations for Action) as a way of becoming more engaged in local 
issues of social justice and networking with other local congregations. The Committee can 
fund an initial contribution while we request that an annual contribution to BOCA be built into 
future Meeting budgets.” 
 
There was a handout about BOCA.  Financial contribution is a sliding scale of $200 to $2,000.  
David spoke with the Rev. Daniel Buford who noted that South Berkeley is generally 
underrepresented in Berkeley.  Having different congregations work together is like epoxy 
glue, with two elements mixed to create a stronger bond.  Nominating Committee might take 
up recommending a representative, but for now, David is willing to serve that function. The 
decision to join as a Meeting will season for a month.  Questions may be directed to the PESW 
Committee.   
 
There will be a BOCA party at Spats at 6:30 pm on December 8th. 
 
2018 Budget (Finance Committee, James Hosley)  James called attention to the handout that 
omitted the following explanations for the changes to the budget:  Line 7120 Quaker Events 
increased $1,000 due to increased support needs; Line 7703 Directory publication costs went 
down $100 due to decreased cost in printing; Line 7704 Electronic Resources went up $150 
due to increased webhosting fees; Line 7706 Newsletter decreased $120 in printing cost; 
Line7715 First Day Children’s Program $1,000 decreased childcare costs; Line 7735 Loaves and 
Fishes $300 increased supplies cost; PYM/CPQM Assessments increased by $650.  PYM 
assessment per member is $113.  All of this added to an overall increase of $1,000 in expenses 
over this year’s budget.  Income decreased slightly ($50) in Line 5410 Investment Interest.   In 
Line 8016 “Vine” was changed to “Berkeley Friends Meeting.”   
 
The proposed budget will season for one month.  Speak to a member of the Finance 



Committee with any concerns. 
 
2018 Nominations to the Nominating Committee (Naming Committee, Mary White)  Mary 
reported for the Naming Committee (Mary White, Peter Lin, and Judith Schumacher-Jennings) 
that Charlie Blanchard (clerk), Margaret Schneider, Patricia Dienstfry, Beth Rodman, Betsy 
Morris, Josh Gallup, and Nancy Wolf Jackson are nominated to the Nominating Committee.  
These names will season for a month.  See a member of the Naming Committee with any 
concerns.  
 
Reports: 
 
Ministry of Sally Hindman:  Sally Hindman is the founder and director of Youth Spirit Artworks 
(YSA), a ten-year old program that works with low-income and homeless youth in Berkeley 
with job-readiness and leadership skills-building for 150 youth a year.  She noted that her 
Anchor Committee (Mary White, Rick Herbert, Kathy Barnhart, and Marla Browning) has been 
meeting about monthly for four years.  She is grateful for the Committee’s time with her and 
its support for her ministry.  It took her a while to get the nerve to ask the Meeting for an 
Anchor Committee, but the Meeting’s involvement has been critical to the growth and 
success of YSA.  Now there is a staff of six, seven youth leaders, interns, senior artists and 
three project areas:  community art, art sales, and studio art.  There is a staff team and 
decisions are by consensus.  The Dime-A-Gallon MiniGrants and Carolyna Marks Grant funds 
have supported YSA.  They have done eight murals, built a Tiny House prototype and will build 
some Tiny Houses on a new site soon.  There is a recent Berkeleyside article on this 
movement.  They hold art sales at farmers markets.  YSA has assumed running Street Spirit, a 
big enterprise.  Kathy Barnhart is helping with a photo project.  Three-years from now they 
should have an Art Gallery and event space up and running. 
 
The Meeting thanked Sally for her presentation and held her and her ministry in the Light. 
 
College Park Quarterly Meeting Representative (Tom Yamaguchi)  Tom handed out a full 
report.  Due to the fires, attendance was down at the Sierra Friends Center (although the air 
quality was better there than in the Bay Area).  The plenary featured Thistle West, Gordon 
Bishop and Stephen Matchett about spiritual accompaniment and spirit-led eldering.  The 
Winter Quarter will be held in San Francisco on Saturday, January 20, 2018.  There is a need 
for a registrar, a job which is easier now with online registration: see Tom if interested. 
 
Quaker Center Ben Lomond Consultation Weekend (Barbara Birch and Henri Ducharme)  
Barbara handed out a report and noted that Henri’s workshop “Knowing What is True at our 
Meetings” was well-received and might be considered for an adult education forum here.   
Representatives from Canada, North Pacific, Pacific, and Intermountain Yearly Meetings were 
present.  Barbara noted that Western Friend’s website has many resources for how Meetings 
can deepen the spirituality of meeting for worship.  Among other ideas were having a 
welcoming committee include members of other committees in an meeting, holding more 
threshing sessions during the year to overcome the perceived “conflict avoidance” around 
issues, and holding book group/discussion groups using Western Friend and Quaker Center 



Ben Lomond materials. 
 
Both Barbara and Henri thanked the Meeting for the opportunity to spend time with other 
Friends on these enriching and refreshing topics. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Richard Leath)  Richard reported that the current deficit of $19,521.42 is 
only a bit more than last year’s deficit at this time.  However, Friends are encouraged to make 
donations.  Finance Committee completed a “friendly financial review” and signed an 
attestation statement that the 2016 books are in good order. 
 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Rhea Farley and John McCarthy)  Rhea reported that the 
Welcoming Luncheon at the end of October was for new attenders and those who had not 
been welcomed in the past.  25 people attended.  She said that the Welcoming and Inclusion 
Working Group will hold these events on a more regular basis, with the next one in January 
2018.  The prepared queries, thanks to Henri Ducharme, were useful in generating deep 
conversations. 
 
John McCarthy reported that the Twelfth Month event will be held Saturday, December 9th at 
the Albany Community Center.  We need people to organize it: see John.  If you bring a dish, 
please take it home and wash it afterwards. 
 
The Meeting closed at about 1:30 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Announcement   
 
The next Meeting for Business will be held on December 10, 2017, at 11:50 a.m. at the 
Berkeley Technology Academy.   
 
Submitted by: Ralph Murphy, Clerk, Rachel Findley, Alternate Clerk, and Stephen McNeil, 
Recording Clerk. 


