Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, December 14, 2014
Minutes

Meeting opened at 11:50 a.m. with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson clerked the Meeting.
Thirty-one Friends were present. Margaret Schneider shared responses from the Worship
and Ministry Committee to the Advices and Queries on “Social and Civic Responsibility”.
Friends returned to worship to reflect on these further.

The agenda was reviewed; one announcement was added. The Clerk invited Friends to sign
a card of appreciation for Robert Jamison, custodian of Berkeley Technology Academy, for
his care in tending to our Meeting site while we are present. Minutes for the November 9,
2014 Meeting for Business were read and approved with one clarification: the Friend who
appreciated having heard nearly everything spoken was grateful that people spoke audibly.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The Clerk shared a thank you from Quaker
Earthcare Witness signed by its General Secretary, our own Shelley Tanenbaum, for
Meeting’s $170 donation. The PYM (Pacific Yearly Meeting) Discipline Committee has
requested input from Strawberry Creek Meeting concerning how we utilize Faith and
Practice. This was referred to the Care of Meeting Committee to discern how Meeting may
best consider the queries posed. Margaret Schneider noted that Anne Maiden Brown’s
Memorial Meeting has been scheduled at Berkeley Meeting on Saturday, January 24, 2015.
In response to Margaret’s request for volunteers to work with her on a committee to plan
for this occasion, Katherine Youngmeister, Laura Magnani, Betsy Morris and Avotcja
Jiltonilro offered and will so serve together with Margaret, the coordinator. The five-minute
presentation offered by Sherrin Loyd and Deborah Marks on how to project one’s voice
across a room has been postponed for one month. A Friend observed that the Meeting’s
hearing devices must have their batteries checked periodically; the Clerk will arrange for
the needed follow-up.

0ld Business:

Nominating Committee (Katherine Youngmeister) Katherine stated that no concerns have
been raised about the nominations of Sophie Brinker and Rachel Economy to serve on the
Loaves and Fishes Committee, or for Beth Rodman to be on the Finance Committee.
Meeting approved these three nominations, for service through May 31, 2015.

Naming Committee (Ralph Murphy) Ralph reported that the naming committee knows of
no current concerns about the nomination of any of the eight Friends nominated to serve on
the nominating committee: Katherine Youngmeister, co-clerk, Kris Muller, co-clerk, Anne
Blackburn, Elaine Emily, Barbara Perry, Frank Satterwhite, Miftah Leath, and Judith
Schumacher-]Jennings. Meeting approved all of these Friends to so serve. The Clerk
expressed thanks to all nominating committee members: outgoing, continuing, and
incoming, as well as to the naming committee members, for their work on behalf of Meeting.

Finance Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum) Shelley noted that in November the finance
committee recommended laying down two of the eighteen organizations on Meeting’s list of
recipients of an annual donation of $150 each. However with the coming forward during
this month of Friends in Meeting actively engaged with the Quaker Bolivia Link, the
committee is now recommending laying down just one: the donation to the William Penn



Quaker Workcamps (formerly Washington Quaker Workcamps). The Friend who has
served as Meeting’s connection with this group has been contacted, and is at ease with this
decision.

Friends considered the use of the word “champion”, to designate those in Meeting who are
actively engaged with the organizations receiving annual donations from Strawberry Creek.
Several alternate wordings were suggested; this was referred back to the finance committee
for further discernment.

Several considerations were raised by Friends present about supporting Friends House
(FH). These included a questioning of this support, the recognition that FH is one of three
organizations under the care of our Quarterly Meeting, and the awareness that issues of
class and race may arise in this context. The two Friends who actively connect with FH on
behalf of Meeting were not present during today’s Meeting for Business. It was suggested
that they be apprised of considerations raised in today’s meeting, and then facilitate a
Meeting-wide conversation on this matter.

Recognizing that the discernment process will continue from year to year, Meeting found
unity in approving the revised listing of organizations to each receive a $150 donation from
Strawberry Creek Meeting during 2015. The only change from the 2014 list is the laying
down of the support for the William Penn Quaker Workcamps.

Treasurer (Richard Leath) Richard reported that the one change to the Meeting Budget
proposed for 2015 since it was presented at the November Meeting for Business is the
removal of the $150 donation to the William Penn Quaker Workcamps. This reflects the
change approved in today’s Meeting for Business. No updated information has been
received about telephone costs from the communications committee, so this amount
remains as previously proposed. Meeting approved the budget as revised.

New Business:

Care of Meeting Committee (COM) (Laura Magnani) Laura stated that in addition to the
$1000 set aside by Meeting previously for expenses related to Quaker Quest (QQ), the
committee now finds that additional money is needed for the cost of space, food and
childcare. COM requests that Meeting approve adding the $750 remaining in the Carolyna
Marks Bequest Fund (CMBF) to the QQ budget, to cover these expenses. Recognizing that
Meeting’s participation in QQ was approved in February 2014, and with the hope that it will
be very well-attended by our Strawberry Creek community, Meeting approved the
requested addition of $750 to the QQ budget from the CMBF.

Reports:

Care of Meeting Committee (COM) (Laura Magnani) Laura reported that COM currently
has three clearness committees working: one for Catya de Neergaard’'s membership
transfer, consisting of Ralph Murphy, Kathy Barnhart and Carl Thiermann; one for Mariana
Ruybalid’s transfer of membership, consisting of Laura Magnani, Nancy Wilkinson, and
Margaret Schneider, and a third for Mary Anderson, who requested a committee, consisting
of Barb Tittle, Rachel Findley and Charlie Blanchard.



Following up on the request to COM to look at the possibility of Strawberry Creek’s
affiliating as a Meeting with Friends General Conference (FGC), the committee is in the stage
of gathering information. Though usually Yearly Meetings affiliate with FGC, there are
currently twelve monthly meetings affiliated.

COM has noticed some gaps in our Meeting’s needs for the use of space. Since the site
committee has not been laid down, but is on a break while we become clearer about our
needs for space, Laura Magnani and Nancy Wilkinson for COM have met with Berkeley
Meeting Friends to explore potential use of their Meetinghouse. Berkeley Meeting
welcomes hosting the mid-week Meeting for Worship. They may want this to be a joint
activity for both Meetings, but they have not had a chance to consider that yet. They will not
charge for this use of space. Berkeley Meeting welcomes our using their space, as available,
for events like weddings, memorials, and 12th Month gatherings. They would not charge for
this, but we may want to make contributions. Berkeley Meeting is also open to our using
space as often as once a week for committee meetings and other smaller activities. The cost
for this would be about $200 per month for a weekly two and a half hour time slot. COM is
now surveying committees about interest for doing this. Ralph Murphy will be contacting
committee clerks. If you know of regular Meeting activities other than committee meetings
that could utilize this resource, please let Ralph know. Youth Spirit Art Works is also
available for such use, especially if a South Berkeley option is needed.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (PESW) (Kathy Barnhart) Kathy
reported that the PESW sessions in November, the first on personal witness and the second
with Paul McCold on restorative justice from a Quaker perspective, were both interesting
and well-attended. On March 29, 2015, there will be a session on corporate witness.

The deadline for 2015 Dime-A-Gallon grant applications is March 1, 2015. Grants awarded
may range from $200 to $500. PESW is now working on a cover letter to send with its
Minute on Divestment. The committee is working on a minute of support for the Friends
New Underground Railroad (FNUR). Kathy Barnhart will now be circulating the Pendle Hill
Pamphlets on “Quaker Witness as Sacrament”, available on loan. The finance committee
and PESW committee will plan an information fair in the spring or summer to provide an
opportunity to learn more about the organizations Meeting supports with its annual
donations.

Announcements:

The Winter Quarterly Meeting of College Park Quarterly Meeting will be held on Saturday,
January 17, 2015 in Santa Rosa.

Cindy Trueblood announced that the Search Committee for a new Head of School for the
Woolman Semester School and the Sierra Friends Center has selected Gray Horwitz; he will
begin his work in this role on June 1, 2015. The interim Head of School, Dorothy Henderson,
will continue through May 31, 2015. To access information about the Woolman Semester
online go to: <woolman.org> This website includes a link to a blog by Hannah Mackinney,
of Strawberry Creek Meeting. For those wishing to support the work of the Woolman
Semester, this is a wonderful time to contribute. A matching fund of $25,000 is currently
available.

Betsy Morris shared that she and her husband, Raines Cohen, are organizing a one-day
“Future of Community” unconference to be held in San Diego in March 2015. They hope to



rent the San Diego Friends Meeting House, which is part of the San Diego Peace Resource
Center, for this event. Betsy requested the Clerk write a letter of introduction for her, to
the San Diego Friends Meeting.

Tom Yamaguchi encouraged Friends to notify the newsletter editor of events scheduled
during the coming year. This notice helps him keep the Meeting’s online calendar current,
as well. It was noted that Adult Ed. sessions scheduled after Meeting on third Sundays are
coordinated by the Worship and Ministry Committee. On January 18, 2015, there will be a
session on “Aging and End of Life Issues”. On February 15, 2015 the State of the Meeting
Listening Meeting is scheduled.

The next Meeting for Business will be at 12:00 noon on January 11, 2015 at the Berkeley
Technology Academy, following the winter locavore potluck.

Meeting closed with worship at 1:15 p.m.

Submitted by Nancy Wilkinson, clerk, Susan Burr, alternate clerk, and Joyce Samati,
recording clerk



