
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,		October	13,	2013	

Minutes	
	

Meeting	opened	at	12:00	p.m.	with	silent	worship.		Nancy	Wilkinson	clerked	the	Meeting.		
Twenty-seven	Friends	were	present.		Leonard	Joy	shared	responses	from	the	Care	of	the	
Meeting	Committee	to	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	Stewardship	and	Vocation.		Friends	
settled	into	worship	to	consider	these	further.		
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed;	one	announcement	was	added.		Minutes	for	the	September	8,	
2013	Meeting	for	Business	were	read	and	approved	as	written.	
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:		The	clerk	shared	a	thank	you	message	from	
Berkeley	Technology	Academy	for	Meeting’s	$1500	annual	donation.		The	clerk	also	
received	a	letter	from	Birmingham	Monthly	Meeting	in	West	Chester,	Pennsylvania,	noting	
that	the	certificate	of	transfer	for	long-time	Strawberry	Creek	members	David	and	Leslie	
Leonard	was	read	and	accepted	in	its	Meeting	for	Business	on	September	8,	2013.	
This	completes	the	transfer	of	their	memberships	from	Strawberry	Creek.	
	
Old	Business:		None,	this	month.	
	
New	Business:	
Finance	Committee:		(Shelley	Tanenbaum)	Shelley	presented	the	proposed	Meeting	
budget	for	2014,	which	is	similar	to	the	current	budget.		Amounts	for	several	of	the	line	
items	have	been	increased	or	decreased,	raising	the	total	by	an	additional	$40.		The	budget	
will	be	seasoned	for	a	month,	and	considered	for	approval	at	the	next	Meeting	for	Business.		
Friends	reviewed	the	list	of	organizations	which	receive	an	annual	donation	from	
Strawberry	Creek	Meeting,	as	well	as	the	criteria	for	being	recipients.		Concern	was	
expressed	about	continuing	to	support	EBSC	(East	Bay	Sanctuary	Covenant),	in	the	absence	
of	any	current	participation	by	members	of	our	Meeting.		Further	questions	may	be	brought	
to	the	finance	committee.		Friends	are	invited	to	make	contributions	to	Meeting	in	a	timely	
manner,	before	the	end	of	the	budget	year	December	31.		When	making	personal	donations,	
individuals	are	encouraged	to	think	of	Meeting’s	donation	recipients	as	well.	
	
Reports:	
Finance	Committee:		(Shelley	Tanenbaum)	Shelley	reported	that	Strawberry	Creek	
Meeting	has	assets	of	about	$200,000,	with	about	half	of	these	being	in	the	general	fund	and	
about	half	in	the	site	fund.		The	committee	is	pondering	how	it	may	be	prudent	to	invest	this	
money,	which	is	currently	in	our	bank	account	and	several	CD’s	(certificates	of	deposit).		
Several	options	being	explored	for	the	use	of	Meeting’s	money	are:		1)	a	loan	to	Sierra	
Friends	Center	to	replace	a	long-term	loan	with	another	lender	that	will	be	due	in	2014,						
2)	a	loan	to	Berkeley	Monthly	Meeting	for	building	construction,	3)	a	Solar	Mosaic	loan,	and								
4)	the	use	of	part	of	the	Site	Fund	money	to	rent	space	for	committee	meetings.		Other	
investment	options	will	also	be	investigated.		The	finance	committee	will	be	sure	to	keep	
site	committee	money	available	for	its	intended	purpose,	to	either	purchase	a	site	or	to	
enhance	our	current	site.	The	committee	welcomes	Friends’	suggestions.	
On	November	17,	2013	the	finance	committee	and	peace,	earthcare	and	social	witness	
committee	will	co-sponsor	an	after-Meeting	education	session	on	divestments	from	fossil	
fuel.		On	Thursday,	November	14,	2013,	the	finance	committee	will	host	a	showing	of	the	
Bill	McKibben	film	“Do	the	Math”	at	the	home	of	Kathy	Barnhart	and	John	McCarthy,	to	



support	learning	about	both	the	role	fossil	fuels	play	in	creating	climate	change	and	the	
divestment	movement.		The	committee	expects	that	these	events	will	help	begin	a	dialogue	
on	divestment.	
	
	
	
Worship	and	Ministry	Committee:		(Charlie	Blanchard)	Charlie	reported	on	three	items	
for	this	committee:		1)	Spiritual	Learning	Sessions	are	being	scheduled	regularly	on	third	
Sundays.		Committees	wishing	to	offer	a	session	are	invited	to	contact	worship	and	ministry.		
2)	Six	current	Spiritual	Life	Sharing	Groups	are	approaching	their	final	of	six	meetings.		
Some	may	choose	to	continue.		In	December	new	groups	will	be	formed.		Please	contact	
Margaret	Schneider	if	interested	in	participating.		3)	Beginning	January	9,	2014,	Elaine	
Emily	and	Nancy	Wilkinson	will	lead	a	nine-week	series	Thursday	evenings,	exploring	
healing	in	the	Quaker	tradition.		This	will	be	held	at	the	home	of	Elaine	Emily,	unless	a	more	
accessible	location	is	offered.	
	
Nominating	Committee:		(Mindy	Brown-Lechner)	Mindy	noted	that	there	are	a	few	open	
positions	in	Meeting,	which	nominating	committee	seeks	to	fill.		These	include:	
a	representative	for	the	Friends	Committee	on	Legislation	of	California,	two	members	of	the	
Finance	Committee,	and	a	forthcoming	opening	for	the	clerk	of	Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	
Witness	Committee	(the	current	clerk	expects	to	be	moving	in	the	near	future).	
	
Site	Committee:		(Jay	Smith)	Jay	reported	that	the	site	committee	has	found	unity	to	move	
forward	in	locating	accessible	office	space	to	rent	for	Meeting	use,	that	would	accommodate	
groups	of	~15-20	people.		A	desirable	site	might	also	include	smaller	rooms,	a	kitchen	and	
parking.		Committees	are	encouraged	to	consider	how	they	would	envision	using	such	a	
space	during	the	week,	as	well	as	potential	partners.		Site	committee	will	be	contacting	
committee	clerks	to	continue	this	exploration.		Having	responsibility	for	a	site	would	offer	
Meeting	the	opportunity	to	“practice	ownership”,	while	providing	regularly	available	space	
for	committee	meetings,	mid-week	Meetings,	educational	meetings,	and	other	uses.			
	
Announcements:	
*		College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting’s	Fall	Quarterly	Meeting	will	be	held	at	the	Sierra	Friends	
Center	October	18	–	20,	2013.	
*		Susan	Strong	noted	that	on	September	29,	2013	there	was	an	informative	after-Meeting	
discussion	of	the	document	“Shared	Security”,	which	was	jointly	developed	by	the	Friends	
Committee	on	National	Legislation	and	the	American	Friends	Service	Committee.			
*		The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	at	11:50	a.m.	on	November	10,	2013	at	the	Berkeley	
Technology	Academy.	
	
Meeting	closed	with	silent	worship	at	1:15	p.m.	
	
Submitted	by	Nancy	Wilkinson,	clerk,	Ralph	Murphy,	alternate	clerk,	and	Joyce	Samati,	
recording	clerk	


