
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business 

December 10, 2017 Minutes 
 

The Meeting opened at noon with silent worship. Ralph Murphy clerked the Meeting.  Thirty-six 
Friends were present.   

Cat Schmidt shared responses from the Communications Committee to the Advices and Queries 
on Meeting for Worship for Business.  Friends returned to worship for further reflections.  Cat 
was encouraged to submit the response to Western Friend for publication. 

The minutes for the November 12, 2017 Meeting for Business were approved as read.   

The agenda was reviewed.  Correspondence consisted of a thank you from Western Friend for 
our $150 donation. There was no clerk’s business. 

 

Old Business: 

A.  2018 Budget (Finance Committee, James Hosley)  James Hosley report no concerns 
were raised about the proposed budget.  The 2018 Budget was approved as 
presented. 

B. 2018 Nominations to the Nominating Committee (Naming Committee, Peter Lin)  
Peter Lin report no concerns were raised on the nominations seasoning over the 
month.  The Meeting approved the nominations of Charlie Blanchard (clerk), 
Margaret Schneider, Patricia Dienstry, Beth Rodman, Betsy Morris, Josh Gallup, and 
Nancy Wolf Jackson.  

C. Membership in BOCA (Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee, David 
Rutschman)  No concerns were raised about the Meeting joining the Berkeley 
Organizing Actions for Action.  The Meeting approved joining and thanked David 
Rutschman for agreeing to be our representative and Kathy Barnhart for her earlier 
work on BOCA. 

 
New Business: 

A.  Carolyna Marks Fund Distribution (Peace, Earthcare and Social  Committee, 
David Rutschman)  David reported that the PESW Committee recommends  the 
Meeting approving the repurposing of the Marks grant to help Youth Spirit Art 
Artworks students attend a workshop at the John Woolman Center for joint 
restorative justice work.  This recommendation will season for one month.  Those 
with concerns should speak to a member of the PESW Committee.  David will ask 
for a final report to the Meeting on the use of funds. 

 
Reports: 
 
Ministry of Elaine Emily:  Elaine Emily said that she was stirred  and sensed a leading after she 



went to a Quaker Lesbian conference in 1994 and to another conference with Quaker healer 
John Calvi.  This led to her asking Orange Grove Meeting, her meeting at the time, for a 
clearness committee and then in 2004 to requesting an anchoring/oversight committee under 
the care of Strawberry Creek.   Bob Burnett, Gordon Bishop, Micki Newlin, Jay Smith, and 
Susan Black have served on that committee.  Now Laura Cornell, Andrew Youngmeister, Beth 
Wrightson, and Leonard Joy serve on her committee.  [Did she report that her oversight 
committee has been laid down?].   
 
Elaine stated that her goal in her ministry is to be faithful to her leading, which is non-rational, 
non-cognitive, and still frustrating.  At the beginning it was centered on hands on healing.  She 
was called to quit her job that had 100 staff members.  Part of her ministry is spiritual 
accompaniment of others:  Ched Myers of Bartimaeus Community named her as an elder in 
this work, but that was done outside the Quaker community.  Lloyd Lee Wilson then invited 
her to a group of Quaker elders and ministers.  A Friend noted that Elaine’s role in reviving the 
positive aspect of eldering has had important impacts in Australia, North America and the U.K.  
The oversight committee has also benefited greatly by working with Elaine. 
 
Elaine’s sense of faithfulness comes out of the Strawberry Creek Meeting community.  In 2016 
she was led to attend a gathering of Quaker women in public ministry which further 
reinforced her leading.   
 
The Meeting thanked Elaine for her presentation and held her and her ministry in the Light. 
 
Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL Representative, Stephen McNeil)  
Stephen…. Finishing late tonight. 
  
The Meeting closed at about 1:30 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Announcement   
 
The next Meeting for Business will be held on January 13, 2017, at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley 
Technology Academy.   
 
Submitted by: Ralph Murphy, Clerk, Rachel Findley, Alternate Clerk, and Stephen McNeil, 
Recording Clerk. 


