
 
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, June 13, 2010 Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 11:55 a.m. with silent worship.  Reflections were shared by 
the Sites and Hospitality Committees on the advices and queries on Stewardship 
and Vocation.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked the meeting.  Susan Burr stood in 
for Alternate Clerk Charlie Blanchard.  Twenty-eight Friends were present. The 
minutes of the May 9, 2010 Meeting for Business were read and approved with the 
following corrections:  the meeting began at 11:50 a.m., not p.m. and in the last 
item, the Care of Meeting Committee is holding a welcoming for new members in 
July, not for newcomers.  The Annual Meeting of the Board minutes will be read 
and approved by that body at its meeting next May. 
 
 
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
 
The Clerk again thanked all who had served the Meeting in the last year and those 
who had taken up service for the new year.  She reported that Worship and 
Ministry has proposed that the greeter and closer for Meeting on the day of the 
meeting for worship for business hold that session in prayer.  Later in the 
meeting it was clarified that this was to begin in July after further 
consideration by the Worship and Ministry Committee.  Most likely those having to 
give a report in a business session would be excused from such duty, their hearts 
and minds being otherwise engaged.  Rachel Findley stepped up to hold the meeting 
for worship for business in the Light and Sarah Hawthorne was released from that 
service. 
 
A letter from Janet Hale (Palo Alto Monthly Meeting) from the College Park 
Quarterly Meeting War Tax Resistance Committee noted that there would be an 
interest group at Pacific Yearly Meeting this year on supporting war tax 
resisters.  There Friends in the Yearly Meeting who engage in resistance ranging 
from a letter of protest when paying federal taxes to withholding payment. 
 
A letter from Claremont Monthly Meeting was read encouraging our Meeting to 
revisit the Pacific Yearly Meeting August 1996 minute on equality of marriage.  
Claremont Monthly Meeting has minuted its decision to not exercise their legal 
privilege to register marriages with the civil authorities so long as the civil 
right for all to marry is denied by the State. They forwarded the minute from 
Twin Cities, MN Monthly Meeting among others for the appropriate committee in our 
Meeting to consider.  The letter and minutes were referred to the Mutual Care 
Committee.  The material will be posted on our website. 
 
 
 
The Clerk read a thank you note from Nia Patterson for the Meeting’s graduation 
card.  Nia told us that she would attend Occidental College, CA fin the Fall.  A 
thank you card from Quaker Center Ben Lomond was also read in appreciation for 
the Meeting’s waiving of the Quaker subsidy when paying for our Retreat costs. 
 
A letter from Carl Magruder was read requesting transfer of membership from Grass 
Valley Monthly Meeting to our Meeting.  A former Strawberry Creek member, he is 



now back in the area pursuing a Masters of Divinity degree from the Pacific 
School of Religion. This letter was referred to the Care of the Meeting 
Committee.  
 
Old Business 
 
Todd Osmundson Membership Request (Care of the Meeting Committee) (Richard Leath 
for Sandra Lewis) A Membership Clearness Committee composed of Richard Leath, 
Convener, Darcy Stanley, and Shelley Tanenbaum met with Todd and recommended 
Todd’s transfer of membership to Strawberry Creek Meeting from Missoula, MT 
Monthly Meeting.  No concerns have been expressed on the membership. The 
recommendation will season for one month. 
 
Meeting Donations and Budget Items (Finance Committee) (Renee Watkins) The 
creation of three new line items and changes in the Meeting Donations list had 
seasoned for one month.   
 

1) The Meeting approved creation of an Outside Space Rental line item for 
this and future Meeting budgets to accurately reflect costs for Meeting 
events not held at the Berkeley Technology Academy.  The Finance Committee 
will report back any fiscal impact on this year’s budget that this action 
might create. 

 
The recommendation to create a line item for scholarships for Quakers and non-
Quakers wishing to attend Quaker educational programs and schools fostered good 
discussion and surfaced some concerns.  While this action would be a good 
outreach move that in the past has led some to join our Society, questions of 
equity and of the burden of expensive Quaker educations on families need further 
consideration.  The recommendation was referred back to the Finance Committee 
which may wish help from other Meeting committees.   
 

2) The Meeting approved creating a line item to support the Oakland Friends 
Worship Group at $100 and approved additional donations to Quaker 
Earthcare Witness at $150, Alternatives to Violence Project at $150, 
Quaker Institute for the Future at $150, and the Western Friends Workcamps 
at $150, all to begin with the 2011 budget. 

 
The Meeting heard a report that the Pacific Yearly Meeting had laid down the 
Brinton Visitors Fund. 
 

3) The Meeting approved deleting the Brinton Visitors Fund donation from this 
year’s and subsequent budgets. 

 
The Meeting heard stops on dropping support for the College Park Quarterly 
Meeting Friends Association for Services to the Elderly –Friends House, Santa 
Rosa, CA, noting that several Friends in and close to the Meeting have served on 
its Board of Directors.  We could invite them to present a talk to the Meeting on 
FASE work. 
 
 
 
 



 
2010-2011 Nominations (Nominating Committee) (Lisa Hubbell for Nancy Wilkinson) 
No concerns were heard after seasoning for one month on the nominations of Susan 
Black as Representative to the East Bay Sanctuary Covenant and Diane Wolcott as a 
member of Loaves and Fishes Committee.  The Meeting approved these nominations 
with appreciation. 
 
New Business 
 
Reports 
 
2010-2011 Nominations (Nominating Committee) (Lisa Hubbell for Nancy Wilkinson) 
The names of Jim Otis and Ahoora Izadi were presented for Facilities Committee.  
These nominations will season for one month. 
 
The Clerk raised a concern that there was no nomination brought forward for the 
Summer Children’s Program Coordinator and that session is beginning next week.  
The scope of that service was outlined by those present.  Rhea Farley stepped 
forward as willing to serve and her name was forwarded to the Nominating 
Committee. 
 
The Nominating Committee has not found an Observer for Pacific Yearly Meeting.  
Rick Herbert stepped forward as willing to serve and his name was forwarded to 
the Nominating Committee. 
 
The Nominating Committee, as is custom, gave a report on issues that have 
surfaced while carrying out their work.  Meeting service continues to be a 
challenge for some who are reluctant to take on unfamiliar tasks or increased 
responsibilities in their lives.  Others commented on the need for ways to 
incorporate service as flowing from a spiritual core.  Among the recommendations 
were: continuing opportunities to explore Quaker traditions, process, and 
spiritual; a need for strategies to ensure that FDS teachers do not become too 
isolated from Meeting for Worship due to their service; offering educational and 
worship opportunities which encourage clerking development, and offering 
opportunities for peoples’ gifts to be expressed; and  
   
Those present heard concerns expressed for more direct, face-to-face 
communications when conducting Meeting’s committee and other business: email 
communications too often superficial and encumber too little accountability. 

Laura Cornell (outgoing Clerk of the Adult Education Committee)gave a report on 
the just completed six week sessions of Quaker 101.  The first session had 32 
participants and subsequent ones had from 24 to 26 attenders.  Berkeley Friends 
Meeting attenders were invited and there is definitely more hunger for this type 
of education.  The organizers were thanked on behalf of the Meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report (Beth Wrightson) A report was distributed and feedback on 
format was encouraged.  Beth expressed appreciation that the Meeting provided 
financial support for her and a member of Finance Committee to attend a Quaker 
Center Ben Lomond March workshop on Right Ordered Finances sponsored by Friends 
Fiduciary Corporation. The Conference was covered in Western Friend and their 
website has some additional materials that might be of interest to Friends.  The 



Treasurer conveyed the deep spiritual support and surprisingly spiritual approach 
that she experienced as she participated.  She posed the query of “how are we led 
as a Meeting to do spirit-led work through the creation of our annual budget?” 
 
Announcements 
 
Mifta Leath requested more volunteers for the nursery this summer, noting that 
those who have served have felt more than recompensed for their efforts. 
 
The meeting closed at 2:06 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
The next Business Meeting will be held July 11, 2010 at 11:50 a.m. at the 
Berkeley Technology Academy. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk, Susan Burr, Acting Alternate Clerk,  
and Stephen McNeil, Recording Clerk 
 


