
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, April 12, 2009 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 12:05 p.m. with silent worship.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked the meeting.  
Thirty-one Friends were present.   Vikki Jongetjes read the reflections of the Hospitality and Loaves and 
Fishes committees on the Advices and Queries on The Spiritual Life. 
 
The minutes of the March 8, 2009 Meeting for Business were read and approved without correction.  
  
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
 
The Meeting has received a thank you letter from Ben Lomond Quaker Center for our annual 
contribution. 
 
Barbara Graves and Andrew Youngmeister were thanked for their service of holding us in the Light as we 
conduct the Meeting’s business. 
 
Each year the meeting gives a gift to the Academy’s custodian. The Facilities Committee has agreed to be 
responsible for making the gift. 
 
Old Business 
 
Job Description for the Communications Committee (Communications Committee) (Rick Herbert) 
The job description for the Communications Committee has seasoned for a second month.  The 
Committee has changed the job description to provide that the committee will have a clerk.  With this 
change the Meeting approved the job description.  
 
State of the Meeting Report (State of the Meeting Report Writing Committee) (Richard Leath) A 
second draft of the State of the Meeting Report was discussed.  Additions made to the first draft include 
language about the Young Adult Friends, the Summer Program and Quaker teens helping with the 
Nursery and childcare, the hard work of the Nominating Committee necessary to fill all the positions in 
the Meeting, the desire of members and attenders to have more connection with the young people, the 
newsletter, list serve and website being community building tools, the effect of election year events, the 
start of the discernment of a written testimony on harmony with nature and the addition to our community 
by one birth. 
 
Concern was raised that the term “hired” used in describing how teens staff provide childcare was 
inaccurate because the teens were not employees of the Meeting and only receive training and a stipend 
for their volunteer service.    Concern was also raised that the relief felt after the election was not felt by 
all Friends because of the passage of Proposition 8.  
 
The Writing Committee was asked to consider these concerns and revise the report for next month’s 
meeting. 
 
 
 
 



Nominations (Nominating Committee)(John McCarthy) The Committee has received no concerns 
concerning the nomination of Catherine Engstrom to serve on the Facilities Committee and Susan Strong 
to serve as Representative to FCNL.  The Meeting approved these nominations. 
 
New Business 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee)(John McCarthy) The slate of nominations for the 2009-2010 
year was distributed.  These nominations will season for one month.  People with concerns should speak 
to a member of the Nominating Committee.  There are still vacancies in the slate and people are 
encouraged to volunteer for these positions. 
 
Minute on the appointment of the Naming Committee (Nominating Committee)(John McCarthy) A 
draft minute was distributed for information proposing advancing the month in which the Naming 
Committee is appointed in order to ensure that the Nominating Committee can begin its work on January 
1.  
 
Minute on procedure for adding information in the Meeting Directory (Communications 
Committee) (Rick Herbert) A proposed minute was read which would ensure that no information in the 
Meeting Directory about a member or attender is a electronically published without the explicit consent of 
the member or attender.  This minute will season for one month. 
 
Minute on the Call for a Commission of Inquiry on U.S. Sponsored Torture (Peace & Justice 
Workgroup, Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee) (Dick Strong)  A petition created by 
the National Religious Campaign Against Torture calling for a Commission of Inquiry was distributed.  
The Peace and Justice Workgroup is asking that the meeting endorse this petition.  The request will 
season for one month.   
 
Reports 
 
Treasurer (Beth Wrightson) As of March 31, 2009 the Meeting had outspent income by $5,750.  This is 
not unusual for this time of year.  The Meeting has about $143,000 in assets. 
 
Worship and Ministry Committee (Sarah Hawthorne) The Committee has considered whether it 
should create specific guidelines for committees to use in presenting to Business Meeting their responses 
to the advices and queries.  The Committee has decided that, instead of guidelines, committees should be 
given flexibility in the manner of their responses. 
 
The Committee has been considering how the Meeting can be more welcoming to newcomers.  The closer 
of Meeting will mention that she or he will be available after rise of meeting for questions.  The 
guestbook now has a box where a people can check if they would like someone from the Meeting to call 
them. 
 
The Committee is continuing to reflect on ways our Meeting can hold personal concerns of individuals in 
the Light.  The Meeting is asked to share ideas on this issue with any member of the Committee. 
 
One friend suggested that the responses to the advices and queries presented by the Finance and Site 
committees at the March Business Meeting might be one model for others and that a copy might be sent 
to Friends Journal so that other meetings could see it. 
  
Hospitality Committee (Joyce Samati) Thanks were expressed for all who helped on the Locavore 
Potluck.  Thanks were also expressed for all participants in the Friendly 6, 7 and 8s. 



 
 
 
Announcements 
 
There will be a locavore dinner fundraiser for Sierra Friends Center on May 1, 2009. [Subsequent to the 
Meeting for Business it was determined that the fundraiser will be held at the Sierra Friends Center] 
 
Grass Valley Monthly Meeting has asked that Friends write letters requesting that the Israeli government 
take full responsibility for the shooting of Tristan Anderson. 
 
The next Business Meeting will be held on May 10, 2009 at 12 p.m. at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy. 
 
The meeting closed at 1:50 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk;   Susan Burr, Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, 
Recording Clerk 


