
  Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business,  February 12, 2017 

Minutes 
 
The Meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship. Clerk Ralph Murphey clerked the Meeting.  Thirty-
one Friends were present. Amy Dewey shared responses from the Communications Committee to the 
Advices and Queries on Simplicity. Friends returned to worship to reflect on these. 
 
The minutes for the January 8, 2017 Meeting for Business were read and approved as read with three 
changes:  in the Peace, Earthcare & Social Witness Committee report the trash cans were placed on North 
Gate; the “Quakers for Justice” banner used in the Women’s March was donated by Susan Black; and in 
the First Day Children’s Program Committee report there are four paid helpers for the work. 
 
Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: 
The Clerk read an email from Amy Dewey requesting membership.  The request was referred to Care of 
the Meeting Committee.   
 
Old Business: 
Care of the Meeting Committee: Nancy Wilkinson reported that the Committee had heard no concerns 
regarding the membership application of Raven Moon.   
 
The Meeting approved the membership of Raven Moon and appointed a Welcoming Committee 
consisting of Barb Title (convener), Al Thompson, and Laura Magnani. 
 
New Business 
Communications Committee: Amy Dewey called presented the revised job description for the Newsletter 
and Calendar Editor.  The Meeting Calendar is now online and is useful for all to consult when scheduling 
meetings.  The Newsletter Distributor function is a volunteer position under the Committee’s oversight.  
The job description will season for one month.  Any questions may be directed to Amy Dewey.   
 
Care of the Meeting Committee: Nancy Wilkinson read the proposed minutes: 
 

“The Site Committee labored for over nine years attempting to find a permanent site and was 
 unable to do so.  Care of the Meeting Committee has concluded that, at this time, re-establishing 
 a standing Site Committee, would not be the best use of our Meeting’s limited  volunteer 
 resources.  We approve the 2014 recommendation that the Site committee be  officially laid 
 down for now.  We acknowledge that many members and attenders still yearn for a 
 permanent site of our own, that future circumstances may changes (such as a major donation or 
 Berkeley Unified School District terminating our use of their facilities) and that way may open 
 such that a Site Committee needs to be reactivated.   
 

We approve the recommendation from the Care of the Meeting and Finance Committees that it 
 would be wise to keep the Site Contingency Fund intact both because of legal constraints on its 
 use, and because it could prove helpful should unexpected site-related expenses arise in the 
 future.” 

 
Those Friends present spoke with appreciation for the way that the minute included some history and for 
the care taken in presenting the recommendations.  Trust was expressed that the Committee gave the 
concern due consideration, but there was some sadness expressed – not disagreement—about the 
decision.  It was pointed out that the statement included “we have a good deal” with B-Tech because 
public schools need to offer space to community groups when available.  Thus, the public at large is 
supporting us.  We should ask ourselves what are we doing in turn to support the larger community 
around us. 



 
The minutes will season for one month.   
 
Reports:    
Finance Committee:   The Treasurer Richard Leath reported that the fiscal year ended up in the black 
$157.93.  We have $188,691 in assets.   
 
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (PESW): Judith Schumacher-Jennings called attention to 
the March 19th education session on environmental witness.  Paul McCold will convene the listening 
session with assistance from Shelley Tanenbaum, Kathy Barnhardt, and Susan Clancy Strong.  Kathy has 
located a Berkeley chapter of PICO (People Improving Communities Through Organizing) with whom she 
will meet on March 21 concerning their local interfaith anti-racism work. Catya de Neergaard offered to 
work on a minute regarding Standing Rock.  In response to concerns about the safety and visibility of our 
witness at the Women’s March on Saturday on 1/21, making more of an effort to march as a unified 
delegation was considered.  A frame for the banner is being considered.  The issue will be taken up again 
at the next meeting of PESW due to concerns about PVC (polyvinyl chloride).  The FCL-CA fundraiser is 
April 2.   Contact Shelley Tannenbaum or Judith Schumacher-Jennings.  There is a Climate March in DC and 
locally  April 29. Contact Shelley.  There is a March 15 training at the Berkeley Friends Meeting 
(registration required) by FCNL staff on forming an Advocacy Corp team in Berkeley.  Contact Kathy or 
Stephen McNeil. 
 
Worship & Ministry Committee:  Laura Magnani reported that starting today they will have Strawberry 
Creek people in the ministry report about their ministries and experiences of being supported by Meeting.  
Lorena Boswell gave the first report.  She has an Anchoring Committee consisting of Philippa Barron, Jed 
Appelman, Rachel Findley, and Zoe Kohler.  Lorena spoke movingly about how the Committee truly keeps 
her grounded on her journey to becoming a hospital chaplain. Last June when she was experiencing 
personal trauma, they effectively laid their hands on her in prayer.  A Committee member was in the 
audience for one of her early preaching engagements.  It anchored her.  She is struggling with preaching 
about white supremacy in these times and, with the encouragement of the Committee, will apply to 
Pendle Hill for a period of reflection and study on “My Life as a Poem: Reflections on God and White 
Supremacy.”   Her home meeting of Humboldt is writing a letter of support. 
 
 
Announcements: 

A. Nancy Wilkinson called attention to the date for the Spring Retreat at Ben Lomond, May 5-7.  She 
is looking for program suggestions from Friends.   

 
The Meeting closed at 1:05 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
The next Meeting for Business will be held on March 12, 2017 at 11:50 am at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy. 
 
Submitted by:  Ralph Murphy, Clerk, , Alternate Clerk Rachel Findley, and Stephen McNeil, Recording Clerk 
 


