
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business 

October 8, 2017 Minutes 
 

The Meeting opened at noon with silent worship. Ralph Murphy clerked the Meeting.  Thirty-three Friends were 
present.   

Alma and Nathan Moon shared responses from the First Day Children’s Program Committee to the Advices and 
Queries on The Meeting Community. The response consisted of a rewriting of the Advices and Queries in simpler 
language.  Friends returned to worship to reflect on these and appreciation was expressed for the rewriting cutting 
through the Quakerese.   We halted the meeting to hold in the Light a lost child who was quickly found. 

The minutes for the September 10, 2017 Meeting for Business were approved with the following corrections: 
under Treasurer’s Report, the word “recommended” was struck and replaced with “suggested average;” under 
Worship and Ministry, the word “message” was replaced with “statements;” in Announcements, the retreat was 
held at 2951 Derby Street; and this business meeting is being held on October 8th, not 9th. 

The agenda was reviewed and the ministry report from Sally Hindman was postponed. 

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: 
 
We received thanks for our $150 donation to the Friends World Committee for Consultation-Section of the 
Americas (FWCC).  
 
Old Business: 
 
Nominating Committee (Jay Cash)  Jay Cash reported that no concerns were raised concerning the nomination 
of Sarah Hawthorne to the Communications Committee.  The Meeting approved the nomination. 
 
Reports: 
 
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (David Rutschman)  David reported that the Committee is still 
discussing how best the Meeting might participate in the Berkeley Organizing Congregations for Action (BOCA).  
The letter-writing project on the first First Day is going well.  The Committee heard Shelly Tanenbaum at its last 
meeting on her ministry.  On October 22nd we will hear from Betsy Morris about her concern about housing.  
Friends are invited for the first ten or so minutes and are free to leave.  Anyone interested in speaking to their 
concern, please contact the Committee to schedule the short talk.  Catya de Neergaard will clerk the next 
Committee meeting as both co-clerks are out of town.  
 
Unity with Nature (UwN) Representative to Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) (Catya de Neergaard)  Catya de 
Neergaard reported that besides herself as a Unity with Nature Committee member,  Strawberry Creek has 
strong participation in Pacific Yearly Meeting:  Joyce Samati, Rick Herbert, Stephen McNeil, Tom Yamaguchi, 
Laura Magnani, Deborah Marks, Lisa Hubbell, and Elaine Emily are all active in the Yearly Meeting.  There is lots 
of fun offered for families.  The sessions offer an intense convention of Spirit.  PYM works to keep the costs down 
and has recently downsized many committees to cut the costs of supporting Representatives.  Membership has 
declined from 1800 to 1500.   
 
Catya shared some of her experiences as former clerk and current member of PYM Unity with Nature.  One 
concern still being explored is how Monthly Meetings can bring a concern to the whole Yearly Meeting.  The 
Committee works to assist Friends to bring their Unity with Nature concerns before the Yearly Meeting.  It helps 
constituent Meetings to work together and it fosters corporate witness of the Yearly Meeting.  Friends 
Committee on National Legislation, Quaker Earthcare Witness, FWCC, and Friends Committee on Legislation-
California are also working to address the challenge of climate change.  There has been some recent movement 
around divestment from fossil fuels.  Catya recommended a book by Paul Hawkins, Draw Down that has 100 
ways to reduce Co2 by 2050.   



 
The Committee has a mini-grant program that may change to directly funding disadvantaged communities facing 
environmental challenges.  A Friend noted that we may be on the edge of irreversibility and asked if the 
Committee or Yearly Meeting works with others to amplify the voices to fight climate change.  Catya replied that 
the Yearly Meeting shares epistles with other Yearly Meetings and works to share its environmental concerns 
through national and international Quaker bodies.  Recently the FWCC issued a statement from its Peru 
gathering on the environmental crisis that was discussed at Yearly Meeting. 
 
Announcements:  Rhea Farley announced that the welcoming brunch for “new” people will be held on October 
29that 2550 Dana Street from 12:30 to 4 pm with food donations welcomed.  Sign up with either Henri Ducharme 
or Rhea.   Avotcja Jiltonilro expressed thanks for those who have helped out with Puerto Rico relief.  She noted 
that Domenica has also been hit hard.   There will be a benefit soon at La Pena for Cuba and Puerto Rico.  Laura 
Magnani reminded Friends to register for the AFSC Centennial event on Saturday October 28th at the First 
Unitarian Church in Oakland from 10 am to 5pm.  There will be a healing circle focusing on the aftermath of the 
September 3rd Meeting for Worship experience led by AFSC’s Laura Magnani and Fatimah Khan on October 15th 
after Meeting.  David Rutschman reported that Friends House Moscow will do a presentation and crafts 
fundraising sale after Meeting on December 18th (subsequently rescheduled to November 19th).  
 
The Meeting closed at  1:00 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
The next Meeting for Business will be held on November 12, 2017, at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy.   
 
Submitted by: Ralph Murphy, Clerk, Rachel Findley, Alternate Clerk, and Stephen McNeil, Recording Clerk. 


