Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, January 12, 2014
Minutes

Meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson clerked the Meeting.
Thirty Friends were present. Tom Yamaguchi shared responses from the Communications
Committee to the Advices and Queries on Simplicity. Friends settled into worship to reflect
on these further.

The agenda was reviewed; one item of old business and one report were added. Minutes for
the December 8, 2013 Meeting for Business were read and approved as written.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The clerk shared a letter of thanks from the
Quaker Bolivia Link for Meeting’s donation. A Christmas card with pictures enclosed was
received from the Imhoff-Osmundson family. These will be posted on the bulletin board, for
all to enjoy. The Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) Youth Program Coordinator, Alyssa Nelson,
sent Meeting an epistle in December 2013. This included an update on the youth program’s
visioning process, the results of which will be reported to Representative Committee
(RepCom) in March 2014. Alyssa also sent a calendar of upcoming events. This was
referred to Josh Gallup, clerk of First Day School Committee (FDS), to provide the
information of interest on the Meeting bulletin board and list serve. A workshop on
parenting will be held at Ben Lomond Quaker Center February 14-16, 2014. Several
Meeting families plan to attend. A regional gathering of the Friends World Committee for
Consultation will be held in Sacramento March 14-16, 2014.

Many donation requests have arrived in the Meeting’s mailbox, including from Friends
House, Quaker Earthcare Witness, and When Pigs Fly, which brings solar-powered clean
water options to Haiti. Please check in with the clerk for more information about any of
these organizations. A State of the Meeting Listening Meeting will be held after Meeting for
Worship next Sunday, January 19. The ad hoc committee which will write this year’s State
of the Meeting report is composed of Lydia Bryans, from Worship and Ministry Committee,
Beth Wrightson, from Care of Meeting Committee, and Renee Watkins, an at-large member.
The recommendation to invest in Quaker Quest has been laid over for a month, to allow
time to further explore this program option.

Old Business:

Naming Committee (Beth Wrightson) Beth reported that no concerns have been brought
to the naming committee, regarding the nomination of Anne Blackburn to serve on the 2014
nominating committee. Meeting approved her nomination. Sarah Hawthorne noted that
Mindy Brown-Lechner is now stepping down from the nominating committee, on realizing
she will not be available to serve an additional year. With the addition of Anne the
committee is complete with seven members.

Care of Meeting Committee (COM) (Laura Magnani) Laura reported that COM
recommends that Meeting approve Ramona (Mona) Silipo’s requested transfer of
membership to Northamptonshire Monthly Meeting (NMM) in the United Kingdom. With
appreciation for Mona’s long-time affiliation with Strawberry Creek Meeting (SCM), this
transfer was approved. The clerk will scan the transfer forms to complete this process.



Nominating Committee (Sarah Hawthorne) Sarah stated that no concerns have been
raised about the nominations of Judith Schumacher-Jennings to serve as the Friends
Committee on Legislation of California (FCLCA) Representative and Stephen McNeil, as the
Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM) Representative. Meeting approved both nominations.

New Business:
Nominating Committee (Sarah Hawthorne) Sarah brought forward the name of Carl
Magruder to serve as the PYM Observer. His nomination will season for one month.

Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum) Shelley presented
a recommendation from the “Witness Committee” (this committee’s new nickname) to use
$12,500 from the Carolyna Marks Bequest to fund the Woolman Semester (WS)/Youth
Spirit Artworks (YSA) Creative Change Proposal (CCP). Marjorie Fox, Head of School for the
Woolman Semester School, Sally Hindman, Strawberry Creek Meeting (SCM) member and
Executive Director of YSA and Cindy Trueblood, member of SCM and the Woolman
Semester Development Committee, worked together to create it. The witness committee is
in unity in supporting this proposal. It is available in a separate document and has been
distributed on the Meeting’s list serve.

The extensive background work leading toward the CCP was reviewed; it began in Meeting
over a year ago. If approved, starting in the fall of 2014 the proposed program would bring
together young people from the WS and YSA to engage in collaborative activities. These
would be held at the respective program sites in Berkeley and near Nevada City. Activities
would focus on creative change through art, serving to enhance communication and build
community among diverse young people. The youth would explore, learn and share
experiences that affirm the power of art and non-violence to transform their lives and
empower them to use their voices for creating positive change in their lives, their
communities and the world. The witness committee notes that this use of the bequest
would match Carolyna Marks’ strong concerns for peace, arts and youth empowerment.

Friends present asked questions and considered various aspects of the proposal. One said
“my heart expands with joy, that Quaker process can be so fruitful”. Sally, Cindy, and
Shelley answered questions and further affirmed their confidence that if the proposal is
approved, the project money will be put to very good use. It was noted that $1,750 has been
added to the Marks Fund, so approval of this proposal would not deplete funds which may
be requested for Quaker Quest. The Creative Change Proposal will season for one month.
Further thoughts and concerns should be brought to the witness committee.

Reports:

Finance Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum) Shelley reported, with gratitude, that
contributions to Meeting received by December 31, 2013 covered the year’s expenditures.
Richard Leath, the Meeting treasurer, will have a full report for 2013 at the February
Meeting for Business. Shelley noted that Berkeley Monthly Meeting (BMM) is no longer
among the Friendly groups being considered for a loan, because BMM has indicated that it is
only interested in a longer-term loan than Strawberry Creek wishes to provide. Finance
committee is continuing to consider loans to Sierra Friends Center and Friends House.

Care of Meeting Committee (COM) (Laura Magnani) Laura reported that consideration of
the Quaker Quest program is being held over, to allow time for further investigation of its
possible implementation. * Concerning the request from Delta Meeting to consider splitting



Pacific Yearly Meeting (PYM), COM felt that the first step within Strawberry Creek Meeting
should be to start educating Friends about PYM, as well as to deepen our understanding of
larger Friends organizations. * COM realizes it has not been following up on the earlier
request for Friends who use the Meeting pass to Ben Lomond Quaker Center to report back
to Meeting of their experiences. Next month Margaret Sorrel will provide a report on a
program she attended.

Ad Hoc Twelfth Month Gathering Committee (Beth Wrightson) Beth expressed thanks to
all who participated in the festivities of the twelfth month gathering with singing, sharing
delicious food, and delighting in the presence of children and many Friends of all ages.
Elizabeth Strain and Beth Wrightson will meet to consider lessons learned from this event;
they welcome feedback. Thanks to all who helped make this such a wonderful occasion.

Announcements:

A clerks’ brunch, coordinated by COM, will be held on Saturday, February 22, 2014.

College Park Quarterly Meeting will be in San Francisco on Saturday, January 18, 2014.

The clerk shared a reminder from Patricia Smith, assistant clerk for Pacific Yearly Meeting
(PYM), that the annual session will be held from July 14 - 19 this year, earlier than
previously. Friends are encouraged to note the dates, make plans for attending, and submit
scholarship requests promptly.

The next Meeting for Business will be at 11:50 a.m. on February 9, 2014 at the Berkeley
Technology Academy.

Meeting closed with silent worship at 1:10 p.m.

Submitted by Nancy Wilkinson, clerk, Ralph Murphy, alternate clerk, and Joyce Samati,
recording clerk



