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	Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,	February	14,	2016	

Minutes	
	

The	Meeting	opened	at	12	noon	with	silent	worship.	Nancy	Wilkinson	clerked	the	
Meeting.	Thirty-six	Friends	were	present.		Kris	Muller	read	the	response	from	the	
Loaves	and	Fishes	Committee	to	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	“Social	and	Civic	
Responsibility”.		The	Meeting	returned	to	silent	worship	out	of	which	additional	
responses	were	given.	
	
Minutes	for	the	January	10,	2016	Meeting	for	Business	were	read	and	approved	
without	correction.			The	Clerk	thanked	Joyce	Samati	for	serving	as	Acting	Recording	
Clerk	for	the	January	meeting.	
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:	The	Clerk	read	the	following	quote	from	
George	Fox:		"Mind	that	which	is	eternal,	which	gathers	your	hearts	together	up	to	
the	Lord,	and	lets	you	see	that	you	are	written	in	one	another's	hearts."			
	
Carl	Magruder	has	laid	down	his	service	as	Alternate	Clerk	due	to	his	move	to	
Humboldt	County.		Rachel	Findley	will	serve	as	Acting	Alternate	Clerk	for	February	
and	March.		Beth	Wrightson	will	serve	for	April	and	May.		The	Clerk	thanked	them	
for	serving	and	Nominating	Committee	for	filling	the	vacancy.	
	
Pam	Calvert	and	Helen	Haug	are	moving	to	Chicago	and	have	asked	for	a	Letter	of	
Introduction	to	Northside	Meeting.		The	Clerk	will	write	the	letter	incorporating	
suggestions	made	by	the	Meeting.	
	
The	Meeting	has	received	notice	that	the	2016	Quaker	Heritage	Day	at	Friend's	
Church	will	be	on	April	16	and	will	include	a	presentation	by	Marlene	Pedigo.	
	
New	Business:	
	
State	of	the	Meeting	Report:		(State	of	the	Meeting	Report	Committee,	Leonard	
Joy)		Leonard	read	the	draft	of	the	State	of	the	Meeting	Report.	(copy	attached)		
Friends	made	suggestions	for	changes	and	additions.		The	report	will	season	for	one	
month.	
	
Judith	Schumacher-Jennings	Ministry:		(Worship	and	Ministry	Committee,	Laura	
Miller)		A	clearness	committee	on	Judith	Schumacher-Jennings's	ministry	reached	
unity	in	recommending	that	the	Meeting	take	her	ministry	as	a	chaplain	under	our	
care.		Worship	and	Ministry	Committee	has	united	in	this	recommendation.		Judith	
needs	a	Letter	of	Endorsement	from	our	meeting	to	receive	certification	from	the	
chaplains	association.		The	Meeting	approved	authorizing	the	Clerk	to	write	a	Letter	
of	Endorsement	for	Judith	on	behalf	of	the	Meeting.	
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Nominations:		(Nominating	Committee,	Miftah	Leath)		The	Committee	nominates	
Larissa	Keeler	to	be	Pacific	Yearly	Meeting	Observer	for	the	2016	calendar	year.		
The	nomination	will	season	for	one	month.	
	
Reports	
	
Worship	and	Ministry	Committee:		(Laura	Miller)	The	Committee	has	been	asked	
to	report	on	its	work	on	vocal	ministry.		It	held	an	after	meeting	discussion	on	
"Vocal	Ministry"	in	January	and	intends	to	hold	one	on	"Listening	to	Vocal	Ministry"	
on	March	20th.		It	also	plans	a	series	of	presentations	in	the	Fall	on	"The	Meeting	for	
Worship".		Parts	of	the	pamphlet	"Meeting	for	Worship"		and	material	about	the	
eldering	role	of	the	Committee	were	read	during	the	announcements	period	after	
meeting.		The	Meeting	has	generally	appreciated	what	was	read	although	some	have	
not	felt	comfortable	with	it.		The	Committee	has	been	working	hard	on	discernment	
of	when	and	how	to	speak	to	speakers	in	Meeting	about	their	messages.			
	
After	the	report,	a	discussion	occurred	in	which	appreciation	was	expressed	for	the	
work	of	the	Committee.		One Friend suggested that we use the broader term ”spoken 
messages" as a general practice, to avoid the contradiction of referring to all messages 
as "vocal ministry" including those we believe to be "not Spirit-led".		Another	Friend	
said	it	is	not	always	possible	to	discern	when	a	message	is	from	Spirit.		Another	
Friend	said	that	we		all	can	help	by	holding	speakers	of	troubling	messages	in	the	
Light.	
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee:		(Judith	Schumacher-Jennings)		
In	February	there	will	be	additional	discernment	of	Friends	Committee	on	National	
Legislation	priorities	and	an	after	meeting	discussion	on	Solitary	Confinement	led	
by	Laura	Magnani.			The	deadline	for	Dime-A-Gallon	grant	applications	is	March	
15th.		On	April	3rd	Ravahn	Samati	will	be	giving	a	presentation	on	his	stay	in	
Bolivia.	
	
College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting	Representative:		(Deborah	Marks)		Quarterly	
Meeting	was	held	on	January	16,	2016.		88	people	attended,	including	4	teens	and	
10	younger	children.		Strawberries	were	well	represented.		The	theme	was	"The	Art	
of	Welcoming".		A	panel	shared	their	experiences	of		welcoming	refugees,	the	
"homeless",	and	others	facing	discrimination.		Following	the	panel,	many	spoke	of	
the	two-way	sense	of		welcoming	and	friendship.	Worship	sharing	queries	focused	
on	the	topic.		Interest	groups	included	an	adolescent	refugees	program,	Earthcare	
Witness,		continuation	of		the	Welcoming	panel	and	Friends	House.		Friends	House	
reported	on	the	economic	struggles	of	trying	to	remain	viable	with	principles	intact.		
They	have	tightened	their	belts	and	raised	resident	fees.	(A	copy	of	the	report	is	
attached.)	
	
Treasurer:		(Richard	Leath)		Richard	passed	out	an	Income/Expense	v.	Budget	
General	Fund	Report	for	2015	and	a	Balance	Sheet	as	of	December	31,	2015	(copies	
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attached).		The	Income/Expense	Report	shows	that	the	Meeting	took	in	$1,835.99	
more	than	it	spent	in	2015.		The	Balance	Sheet	shows	the	Meeting	has	assets	of		
$196,472.74.		Richard	answered	questions	and	explained	the	difference	between	the	
Sharing	Fund	and	the	Sharing	Fund	Reserve.	He	will	work	with	the	Finance	
Committee	to	find	labels	for	these	accounts	which	will	be	less	confusing.	
	
Announcements	
	
The deadline for the May newsletter will be April 17 due to the rescheduling of the 
business meeting to May 1. This will allow Friends to read the April business meeting 
minutes before the May meeting.  

This year's CROP Hunger Walk will be held on April 17. The walk supports the 
international relief programs of Church World Service, as well as local food and housing 
services. Friends from Strawberry Creek and Berkeley Friends Church are participating. 
Tom Yamaguchi will have more details within the next few weeks. 

The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	held	on	March	13,	2016	at	11:50	a.m.	at	
Berkeley	Technology	Academy.	
	
The	Meeting	closed	with	silent	worship	at	1:40	p.m.	
	
Submitted	by:		Nancy	Wilkinson,	Clerk;		Rachel	Findley,	Acting	Alternate	Clerk	and	
Ralph	Murphy,	Recording	Clerk			
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


