
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,		November	11,	2012	

	Minutes	
	
Meeting	opened	at	12:00	p.m.	with	silent	worship.		Charlie	Blanchard	clerked	the	
Meeting.		Thirty-one	Friends	were	present.		Susan	Black	shared	the	Mutual	Care	
Committee’s	responses	to	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	Social	and	Civic	
Responsibility.		The	agenda	was	reviewed	and	approved,	with	the	addition	of	an	
item	of	new	business	and	an	announcement.		The	minutes	of	the	October	14,	2012	
Meeting	for	Business	were	read	and	approved.		It	was	noted	that	the	Meeting	for	
Worship	for	Holding	Concerns	held	on	third	Sundays	has	been	renamed	Worship	
Sharing	for	Holding	Concerns	in	the	Light.		The	Clerk	thanked	Nancy	Wilkinson	and	
Larry	Strain	for	serving	as	clerk	and	alternate	clerk	while	he	was	out	of	town	in	
October.	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:		A	card	from	Angela	Imhoff	requesting	
membership	in	Meeting	was	read	and	referred	to	Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee.	
Letters	of	thanks	for	support	received	were	shared	from:		1.)	Dorothy	Henderson,	
for	the	Meeting’s	annual	donation	to	the	Sierra	Friends	Center/Woolman	Semester,													
2.)	Youth	Spirit	Artworks,	for	both	the	donation	and	for	appreciating	the	value	of	its	
work	with	art	in	saving	lives,	and		3.)	Berkeley	Technology	Academy,	for	the	$1500	
honorarium.		The	principal	specified	that	this	year	it	will	be	used	to	provide	drivers’	
educational	materials	for	students,	to	be	sure	that	they	graduate	with	valid	drivers’	
licenses.	
		
Old	Business:		None,	this	month.	
	
New	Business:			
Naming	Committee	(John	McCarthy)		After	noting	several	considerations	kept	in	
mind	during	their	discernment	process,	the	committee	brought	the	following	names	
for	seasoning	as	prospective	nominating	committee	members	for	2013:		Angela	
Imhoff,	available	to	continue	as	clerk	for	another	year,	Janet	Piggins,	to	continue	as	a	
member	for	a	second	year,	and	new	members:	Josh	Gallup,	Rick	Herbert,	Mindy	
Brown-Lechner,	Kris	Muller,	and	Marla	Browning.		Since	Kris	may	have	to	step	away	
during	the	year	due	to	health	concerns,	the	Meeting	is	asked	to	also	season	the	
names	of	Mary	Anderson	and	Renee	Watkins	as	stand-by	committee	members,	who	
would	be	available	to	serve	if	needed.		In	addition,	the	naming	committee	
encourages	Friends	willing	to	serve	on	a	future	nominating	committee	to	consider	
this	as	they	discuss	committee	service	for	2013.		This	can	assist	both	the	nominating	
committee	and	the	next	naming	committee	in	identifying	candidates.		The	following	
Friends	asked	to	be	excused	for	the	coming	year,	but	are	interested	in	serving	in	the	
future:		Katherine	Youngmeister,	Margaret	Schneider,	Miftah	Leath,	Laura	Miller,	
and	Philippa	Barron.			A	concern	was	expressed	that	when	someone	serves	on	both	
nominating	committee	and	another	committee	at	the	same	time,	the	work	of	the	
respective	committees	needs	to	be	kept	separate,	especially	with	regard	to	the	
sharing	of	confidential	information.		The	naming	committee	was	asked	to	check	in	
with	the	current	nominees	who	would	be	in	such	a	dual	role.			Meeting	thanked	Jed	



Appelman,	John	McCarthy,	and	Julie	Russell	for	their	service	on	the	Naming	
Committee.		Nominating	committee	members	approved	at	the	next	Meeting	for	
Business	will	be	ready	to	begin	work	in	mid-December.	
	
2013	 Meeting	 Budget	 (Beth	 Wrightson)	 Beth	 presented	 the	 proposed	 Meeting	
budget	 for	2013,	which	 shows	 total	 expected	expenditures	of	 $56,405.	 	This	 is	 an	
increase	of	$440	over	the	2012	budget.	 	Less	income	is	expected	from	interest	due	
to	low	interest	rates;	increases	are	needed	to	meet	expenses	for	the	telephone,	the	
holiday	program,	and	assessments	for	yearly	&	quarterly	meetings	(PYM	&	CPQM).		
As	recommended	by	care	of	the	meeting	committee	the	committee	service	fund	has	
been	laid	down,	since	none	of	the	$1000	budgeted	in	2011	or	the	$500	budgeted	in	
2012	has	yet	been	used.		A	Friend	encouraged	Meeting	to	add	the	Friends	Journal	to	
our	 list	 of	 organizations	 receiving	 annual	 donations;	 finance	 committee	 will	
consider	 this	 request	 before	 our	 next	 Meeting	 for	 Business.	 	 Meeting	 thanked	
finance	committee	for	its	work	on	this	budget	and	Richard	Leath,	treasurer,	for	the	
clarity	 of	 its	 presentation	 in	 print.	 	 In	 response	 to	 a	 request	 to	 state	 the	 average	
donation	amount	needed	to	meet	the	budget,	 it	was	noted	that	with	100	members	
and	attenders	contributing,	this	would		be	~$568	per	donor.	
	
Finance	committee	(Richard	Leath)	Richard	reported	that	Meeting	has	received	an	
unrestricted	 donation	 of	 $12,500	 from	 the	 estate	 of	 Carolyna	Marks.	 	 Friends	 are	
invited	to	share	suggestions	for	possible	uses	of	this	money	with	finance	committee	
members.	 	 One	 Friend	 cautioned	 against	 using	 this	 to	 meet	 ongoing	 expenses.		
Another	noted	that	it	would	be	fitting	to	honor	Carolyna’s	work	with	the	World	Wall	
for	 Peace.	 	 When	 ready	 to	 do	 so,	 the	 finance	 committee	 will	 bring	 one	 or	 two	
recommendations	to	the	Meeting	for	Business	for	consideration.		Charlie	Blanchard,	
Meeting	Clerk,	will	work	with	Richard	Leath	 and	Beth	Wrightson	 to	 send	 a	 thank	
you	letter	to	the	estate	of	Carolyna	Marks	in	appreciation	for	this	generous	bequest.	
	
Reports:	
	
Friends	 Committee	 on	 Legislation	 of	 California	 (FCLCA)	 (Rick	 Herbert)	 	 Rick	
reported	on	FCLCA’s	General	Committee	Meeting,	which	he	attended	yesterday	as	
our	Meeting	representative.		Currently	about	one-third	of	FCLCA’s	operating	budget	
is	 raised	 annually,	 with	 an	 excessive	 portion	 of	 the	 balance	 being	 drawn	 from	
reserve	 funds	 needed	 for	 long-term	 solvency.	 	 To	 encourage	 additional	
contributions	to	the	FCLCA	a	challenge	grant	has	been	offered	which	will	match	both	
first-time	and	increased	donations	up	to	a	maximum	of	$60,000	total,	when	received	
by	 January	 15,	 2013.	 	 This	 amount	 was	 selected	 to	 celebrate	 FCLCA’s	 60	 years’	
presence	and	recent	progress.		Rick	noted	that	a	change	in	the	by-laws	was	made,	so	
that	a	minimum	of	two-thirds	of	the	at-large	members	of	the	governing	Board	are	no	
longer	 required	 to	be	members	or	 attenders	of	 Friends’	Meetings.	 	With	 less	 than	
1400	members	 of	Meetings	 in	 California	within	 Pacific	 Yearly	Meeting	 (PYM),	 the	
Board	felt	it	needed	to	be	open	to	a	wider	circle	of	support	for	fundraising	in	order	
to	sustain	its	witness	in	the	state	capitol.		Monthly	Meetings	are	encouraged	to	have	
up	to	three	FCLCA	representatives,	though	there	are	many	Meetings	in	PYM	that	do	



not	send	any.		Susan	Strong	of	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting	is	a	new	at-large	member	
of	 the	 General	 Committee	 (GC);	 she	 was	 asked	 by	 the	 GC	 of	 FCLCA	 to	 become	 a	
member	on	behalf	of	the	Metaphor	Project.	
	
Fall	Quarterly	Meeting	(Rachel	Findley)	Rachel,	Meeting’s	representative,	reported	
on	 the	 College	 Park	 Quarterly	 Meeting	 (CPQM)	 held	 October	 19-21,	 2012	 at	 the	
Sierra	 Friends	 Center.	 	 Participants	 were	 nourished	 by	 ample	 produce	 from	 the	
garden	on-site	by	day;	at	night	stars	shone	beautifully	in	the	heavens	above.	Those	
gathered	 explored	 the	 theme	 “In	 the	 world	 but	 not	 of	 the	 world”.	 	 Of	 the	 ~120	
people	 present	 16	were	 from	 Strawberry	 Creek,	 including	 4	 teens	 and	 2	 younger	
children.	 	 The	 weekend	 offered	 many	 opportunities	 for	 intergenerational	
participation.	 	 Questions	 considered	 included:	 	what	was	 spiritual	 experience	 like	
for	us	as	 teenagers?	 	What	made	us	 feel	 then	 that	we	could	have	an	 impact	 in	 the	
world?		The	question	of	what	it	means	to	have	three	institutions	“under	the	care	of	
CPQM”	continues	to	be	considered.		These	three	are	the	Sierra	Friends	Center		-	the	
Woolman	Semester	School,	Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center,	 and	Friends	House.	 	Each	
has	 its	 own	board,	whose	members	 are	 approved	by	CPQM.	 	 	Quarterly	Meeting’s	
nominating	 committee	 has	 been	 challenged	 to	 find	 people	 willing	 to	 serve	 in	
positions	that	serve	the	Quarterly	Meeting;	members	seek	to	be	centered	in	Spirit	as	
they	undertake	 their	work.	 	The	Winter	Quarterly	Meeting	will	 be	 in	Palo	Alto	on	
Sat.,	January	19,	2013.		The	Clerk	thanked	Rachel	for	keeping	us	connected	with	the	
larger	Quaker	community.	
	
Announcements:	
	
Susan	Black	shared	follow-up	tips	on	the	new	way	Mutual	Care	(MC)	Committee	is	
trying	to	involve	many	people	within	Meeting	in	providing	discrete	tasks	of	mutual	
caring.		Each	of	us	is	encouraged	to	talk	with	a	member	of	MC	to	sign	up	for	any	one-
time	roles	of	interest	in	which	we	may	graciously	and	cheerfully	serve.		
	
Beth	Wrightson	expressed	the	continuing	gratitude	she	and	Kelley	Allgaier	have	for	
their	marriage	under	the	care	of	Strawberry	Creek	Meeting.	 	Friends	are	invited	to	
enjoy	a	collage	of	photos	from	the	wedding	now	on	display	in	the	library	bookcase.	
	
The	 next	Meeting	 for	 Business	will	 be	 held	 on	December	 9,	 2012	 at	 the	 Berkeley	
Technology	Academy.			
	
Sarah	Hawthorne	announced	that	the	Meeting’s	Twelfth	Month	Gathering	will	be	on	
Sat.,	December	22,	2012	at	 the	Albany	Community	Center.	 	Those	wishing	 to	help	
are	invited	to	contact	:		Renee	Watkins,	concerning	facilities’	set	up	and	take	down,	
Margaret	 Schneider,	 for	 food	 contributions,	 and	 Sarah	 Hawthorne,	 for	 program	
offerings.		
	
The	Meeting	closed	at	1:28	p.m.	with	silent	worship.	
	



Submitted	by:		Charlie	Blanchard,	clerk,	Nancy	Wilkinson,	alternate	clerk,	and	Joyce	
Samati,	recording	clerk	
	
	
	
	
	


