Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, April 9, 2017
Minutes

The Meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship. Ralph Murphy clerked the Meeting. Fifty-one
Friends were present. Barb Tittle shared responses from the Mutual Care Committee to the Advices and
Queries on Personal Relationships (Modified). Friends returned to worship to reflect on these.

The minutes for the March 12, 2017 Meeting for Business were approved with the correct spelling of the
last name of Kathy Barnhart.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business:
We received thank you notes from the American Friends Service Committee and Alternatives to Violence-
CA for the Meeting’s annual support.

The Clerk read a traveling in the ministry minute proposed by the Anchoring Committee (Elaine Emily,
Stephen McNeil and Judith Schumacher-Jennings) of Shelley Tanenbaum. While the letter will be used in
Shelley’s time with South Central Yearly Meeting (Waco, TX), it will accompany her during her other
travels. (Copy attached). The Meeting approved the letter as read.

The Clerk reported that he and Nancy Wilkinson met with Roy Allen and others of Berkeley Friends
Meeting to explore how the two Meetings might coordinate their efforts better . Nancy will be selecting
people to be part of a joint working group to explore this further.

Old Business:

State of the Meeting Report: Rhea Farley read the report for the Writing Committee consisting of Rachel
Findley, Peter Lin, and Rhea Farley. Most expressed pleasure with the revisions. A Friend asked that the
Process paragraph be dropped. In the Final Notes, not all six supported by anchoring committees are
members of Strawberry Creek, so it might read “six individuals.” The report will season for a month.

Nominating Committee: Co-clerk Henri Duchamp reported no concerns were expressed with Thomas
Yamaguchi being the College Park Quarterly Meeting Representative. The Meeting approved the
nomination.

New Business

Nominating Slate for 2017-2018 (Nominating Committee, Henri Duchamp) Henri presented the Slate for
the coming term., He noted the 12 vacancies including membership and clerk of the Peace, Earthcare and
Social Witness Committee (PESW). The Nominating Committee is still working on filling those positions.
Discussion on the nature of the PESW Committee work (fostering a corporate witness, nurturing concerns,
providing discernment before action at a business meeting, etc.) ensued. Many Friends spoke in support
of continuing the work of the PESW Committee. Should we reorganize how we do this work, which is
occurring even now? What is the correct structure where Spirit can speak to us? A Friend noted that
there is space and time to talk about this at the May Retreat.

One Friend stated that she had yet to be called by Nominating Committee and that she would be willing
to serve on the PESW Committee. A Friend suggested that there is a difference between asking where
one would like to serve versus what we think they could do. The Clerk said that he had received a letter
from Catya de Neegaard, who had to be absent, expressing strong support for continuing the work of the
Committee.



The Clerk noted that. as in past, those being proposed at the May business meeting may start their service
June 1, subject to their approval at the June meeting. Henri and the Committee were thanked for their
work.

Due to the length of discussion, we revised the agenda, postponing the membership requests and
decision on hosting “39 Questions for White People” exhibition.

Reports:

Ministry of Carl Magruder: : The Clerk called on Carl Magruder to report about his ministry and
experiences of being supported by Meeting. He began by singing “We are wading in deep waters trying to
get home,” reflecting his ministry as a chaplain to dying patients. He is a cradle Quaker and member of
Strawberry Creek whose Anchoring Committee (John McCarthy, Sally Hindman, Elaine Emily, and Rachel
Findley) has met with him (most often long-distance as he now resides in Humboldt County) for six years.
He has found that the Skype or Zoom technologies do not impede support nor discernment. He has been
able to share with them his frustration and burnout due to an increased patient care load and his recent
own experiences with the death of his mother, JoAnne Magruder. His initial prophetic ministry was
around the Gospel of the Earth. He has found that his current pastoral ministry of death midwifery to be
close to work promoting the Gospel of the Earth. He noted that before the Great Turning notion of
Joanna Macy, comes the Great Unravelling in which times the possibility of creating a new thing opens up.
He benefited from the Anchoring Committee suggestion of having an “elder” (Scott Bell in this case)
accompanying him and holding him in worship during his talks and times at last Pacific Yearly Meeting and
Friends World Committee for Consultation. He has been humbled to have had four seasoned Friends
devote time and worship with him. John McCarthy noted that it has been very much a two-way street for
the Anchoring Committee. He suggested that maybe an Anchoring Committee might report on its
experience at some point. Friends expressed appreciation for again hearing about the ministries
supported by the Meeting.

Treasurer: Richard Leath called attention to the financial report, noting that our current balance is a
deficit of $12,550.58 due in part to paying out the Yearly and Quarterly Meeting contributions.

Facilities Committee (Eric Wilson): Erik reported on Facilities Committee’s recent difficulties with heat
settings for the Meeting for Worship. Procedures are now in place to avoid a cold room in the future.
Comments may be directed to him or co-clerk Debra Marks.

Announcements:
A. Susan Burr announced the April 30 interactive adult education session “Growing Beyond Our
Privilege and Cultural Contexts” put on by the Power, Privilege and Race working group.
B. Tom Yamaguchi reminded Friends that the College Park Quarterly Meeting is the third weekend
in May.

The Meeting closed at 2:00 p.m. with silent worship.

The next Meeting for Business will be held on May 14, 2017 at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley Technology
Academy.

Submitted by: Ralph Murphy, Clerk, Alternate Clerk Rachel Findley, and Stephen McNeil, Recording Clerk



