
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,		February	8,	2015	

Minutes	
	
Meeting	opened	at	11:53	a.m.	with	silent	worship.		Nancy	Wilkinson	clerked	the	Meeting.		Thirty-nine	
Friends	were	present.		Jill	Waters	shared	responses	from	the	Facilities	Committee	to	the	Advices	and	
Queries	on	“Simplicity”.		Friends	settled	into	worship,	to	consider	these	further.	
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed;	no	items	were	added.		Miftah	Leath	invited	Friends	to	sign-up	to	help	in	
the	First	Day	School	nursery,	on	a	list	being	circulated.		Minutes	for	the	January	11,	2015	Meeting	for	
Business	were	read	and	approved	as	written.		As	a	brief	follow-up	note,	a	Friend	shared	that	Avotcja	
Jiltonilro	reached	her	fundraising	goal,	so	she	will	be	able	to	participate	in	an	International	Poetry	
Festival	in	Nicaragua	this	April.			
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:		The	Clerk	shared	the	letter	of	sojourn	she	wrote	to	the	
Clerk	of	Santa	Fe	Meeting	for	Katherine	Youngmeister;	it	incorporated	several	suggestions	offered	
during	the	January	Meeting	for	Business,	when	the	letter	was	approved.		Strawberries	send	
Katherine	with	love	for	her	eight-month	stay	among	Friends	in	New	Mexico,	and	look	forward	to	
welcoming	her	back	in	November	2015.		Clerk	Nancy	read	a	letter	from	Naki	Stevens,	co-clerk	of	
Olympia	Friends	Meeting	in	Washington	state,	which	reported	that	the	transfer	of	membership	of	
Beth	Rodman	and	Paul	McCold	was	approved	in	their	Business	Meeting	on	January	11,	2015.		They	
commend	these	treasured	members	to	Strawberry	Creek’s	loving	care.		This	letter	was	referred	to	
the	Care	of	Meeting	Committee,	which	will	form	membership	clearness	committees	for	Beth	and	
Paul.	
	
The	State	of	the	Meeting	writing	committee	this	year	will	be	constituted	by	Jed	Appelman,	Dick	
Strong	and	Beth	Rodman.		The	Clerk	noted	that	some	roles	of	service	needed	within	Meeting	during	
this	year	have	not	been	easy	to	fill;	she	expressed	appreciation	to	these	three	Friends	for	having	
happily	stepped	up	to	so	serve.		Letters	of	gratitude	were	received	from	AVP	(Alternatives	to	
Violence	Project)	California	for	Meeting’s	annual	donation	of	$170	and	from	Camping	Unlimited	for	a	
$500	grant	from	the	Dime-A-Gallon	Fund	to	install	solar	heating	for	their	swimming	pool	at	Camp	
Krem.			
	
Friends	General	Conference	has	sent	information	about	this	year’s	Gathering:		the	theme	will	be	
“Seeking	Wholeness	as	Friends	and	Meetings”.		It	will	be	held	July	5	–	11,	2015	at	Western	Carolina	
University.		This	material	will	be	on	the	bulletin	board.			The	Clerk	will	provide	information	later	
about	two	upcoming	events	of	Pacific	Yearly	Meeting	(PYM);	due	to	a	technical	glitch	this	is	not	
available	today.		A	request	from	a	PYM	sub-committee	to	consider	needs	of	migrants	crossing	the	
United	States	–	Mexico	border	was	referred	to	the	Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee.		
	
Old	Business:	
	
Nominating	Committee	(Kris	Muller)	Kris	reported	that	Mary	White	has	needed	to	withdraw	from	
serving	on	the	First	Day	School	(FDS)	Committee,	but	she	will	help	as	a	volunteer	when	she	is	
available.		No	concerns	were	shared	with	the	committee	about	any	of	the	nominees	brought	to	the	
January	Meeting	for	Business:		Rick	Herbert,	PYM	representative,	Sally	Kingsland,	PYM	Observer,	
Margaret	Schneider	and	Sarah	Hawthorne,	co-clerks	of	FDS,	and	Lydia	Bryans,	Josh	Gallup	and	Miftah	
Leath,	FDS	committee	members.		The	PYM	positions	are	for	the	year	2015,	while	the	FDS	positions	
are	for	the	remainder	of	the	committee	year,	through	May	2015.		All	of	these	Friends	were	approved	
to	serve	as	nominated.	
	
Naming	Committee	(Ralph	Murphy)	Ralph	reported	the	committee	has	heard	no	concerns	about	the	
nomination	of	Barb	Tittle	to	serve	on	this	year’s	nominating	committee.		Meeting	approved	her	
nomination.		In	addition,	Ralph	noted	that	Barbara	Perry	has	requested	to	be	released	from	serving	



on	the	nominating	committee.		This	request	was	accepted.		The	nominating	committee	is	not	
requesting	the	nomination	of	an	additional	member.			
	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee	(Laura	Magnani)	Laura	reported	that	no	concerns	were	raised	during	
the	month	of	seasoning,	about	the	recommended	transfer	of	membership	of	Catya	de	Neergaard	from	
Berkeley	Friends	Meeting	to	Strawberry	Creek.		Meeting	happily	approved	this	membership	transfer,	
and	formed	a	welcoming	committee	composed	of	Leonard	Joy,	convener,	Rick	Herbert,	and	Shelley	
Tanenbaum.	
	
New	Business:	
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(PESW)	(Susan	Strong)	Susan	read	a	minute	the	
PESW	Committee	proposes	for	Meeting’s	approval,	in	support	of	Olympia	Monthly	Meeting’s	(OMM)	
creation	of	a	“Friends	New	Underground	Railroad”	(FNUR).		This	project	is	an	effort	to	provide	direct	
assistance	for	Lesbian,	Gay,	Bi-Sexual,	Transgender	and	Queer	(LGBTQ)	Ugandans	who	are	fleeing	
their	homeland	for	their	safety	and	freedom.		Friends	present	noted	their	strong	faith-based	support	
for	this	project.		One	Friend	expressed	concern	that	this	public	support	could	endanger	Quakers	in	
Uganda.		She	also	noted	that	the	shared	concern	for	these	Ugandans	among	Berkeley	Friends	
congregations	may	strengthen	the	connection	among	our	local	Quaker	communities.		The	committee	
will	work	on	revising	the	wording	of	the	minute	to	incorporate	several	points	made,	and	bring	it	back	
to	Meeting	for	Business	following	this	month	of	seasoning.		Further	information	about	the	FNUR	is	
available	at	the	OMM	website	in	its	link	to	“frequently	asked	questions”.		Thoughts	or	concerns	about	
this	minute	may	be	brought	to	Susan	Strong	or	Judith	Schumacher-Jennings.	
	
Communications	Committee	(CC)	(Al	Thompson)	–	Al	reported	that	the	CC	has	found	that	the	
Meeting’s	mailing	list	for	receiving	paper	copies	of	the	newsletter	needs	to	be	updated.		Henceforth,	
once	a	year	the	committee	will	include	a	colorful	insert	in	the	printed	newsletter,	which	will	need	to	
be	returned	by	the	recipient	to	continue	receiving	the	hard	copy.		Care	of	Meeting	Committee	is	in	
unity	with	this	plan.		It	was	noted	that	this	changes	the	plan	for	getting	a	copy	of	the	printed	
newsletter	from	“opt-out”	to	“opt-in”.		Friends	observed	that	the	enclosed	insert	should	include	
information	about	the	cost	of	mailing	the	newsletter,	an	address	for	sending	a	check,	and	also	note	
the	opportunity	to	receive	an	electronic	version	of	the	newsletter.		The	Clerk	thanked	Al	and	the	
communications	committee	for	their	work	on	this	matter.	
	
Reports:	
	
Communications	Committee	(CC)	(Al	Thompson)	Al	reported	the	CC	is	making	progress	on	
developing	the	Meeting’s	website.		He	invited	Friends	interested	in	getting	“a	peak”	at	it	now,	to	see	
him.		The	CC	was	asked	by	Finance	Committee	to	explore	less	costly	phone	service	for	the	Meeting	
phone	number.		The	current	monthly	charge	is	$68.		With	appreciation	for	help	from	John	McCarthy	
and	Don	Groom,	the	committee	now	recommends	Ooma	for	our	phone	service.		Ooma	is	an	internet	
device	which	requires	the	purchase	of	a	box	and	a	phone,	at	a	cost	of		$160.		The	subsequent	monthly	
service	charge	will	be	$4.14.		There	is	also	a	one-time	charge	of	$40	(corrected	amount)	to	maintain	
the	current	phone	number;	Friends	agreed	that	the	continuity	this	provides	is	worth	this	charge.		The	
proposed	change	would	result	in	savings	to	the	Meeting	budget	after	just	a	few	months.		The	Ooma	
phone	service	is	portable,	so	if	the	current	phone	hosts	are	on	vacation	the	phone	could	easily	be	
plugged	in	at	someone	else’s	home.		It	is	also	possible	to	call	in	to	the	phone	to	see	messages,	
allowing	someone	else	to	check	these	when	the	phone	hosts	are	away.		Meeting	expressed	thanks	to	
Sarah	Hawthorne	and	James	Hosley	for	graciously	hosting	our	Meeting	phone	for	many	years.		
Friends	approved	the	change	to	using	Ooma.		
	
Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee	(PESW)	(Susan	Strong)	Susan	stated	that	PESW	
has	written	and	approved	an	epistle	to	accompany	Meeting’s	approved	Minute	on	Divestment,	when	
this	is	distributed	to	other	Meetings.		Susan	provided	printed	copies	of	this	epistle,	for	those	
interested.		If	you	would	like	to	help	get	the	epistle	and	Minute	on	Divestment	to	other	appropriate	



Quaker	bodies,	please	contact	Kathy	Barnhart.		*	PESW	has	formed	a	new	ad	hoc	committee	to	work	
with	the	local	“Black	Lives	Matter”	initiatives	on	our	behalf.		Anyone	in	Meeting	is	invited	to	join	or	
work	with	this	sub-committee,	co-clerked	by	Rachel	Findley	and	Susan	Black.		Contact	them	directly,	
if	interested.		They	will	report	regularly	to	PESW	on	the	work	of	the	sub-committee.		*	PESW	
approved	its	first	Dime-A-Gallon	(DAG)	grant	for	this	year:		$500	to	Camping	Unlimited	toward	
getting	solar	heating	for	their	pool.		This	was	received	with	much	gratitude.		The	committee	has	
approved	a	new	policy:		it	will	have	quarterly	deadlines	for	grant	requests,	as	long	as	the	DAG	fund	
level	permits.		The	next	deadline	is	March	15,	2015.		*	On	March	15,	PESW	and	the	Finance	
Committee	are	co-sponsoring	an	information	fair.		Representatives	of	all	the	organizations	Meeting	
helps	with	donations	are	invited	to	set	up	an	informational	display;	those	who	volunteer	or	work	
with	other	organizations	are	welcome	to	let	Susan	Strong	know	of	their	interest	in	participating,	as	
well.		*	The	next	PESW	education	session,	on	the	topic	of	corporate	witness,	will	be	on	March	29,	
2015;	this	will	be	a	follow-up	to	the	November	session	on	individual	witness.		Clerk	Nancy	expressed	
appreciation	for	the	health	and	vibrancy	of	the	PESW	committee.				
	
Treasurer	(Richard	Leath)	Richard	presented	the	final	Treasurer’s	Report	for	the	Year	2014.		He	
noted	that	the	only	change	to	the	previous	report,	is	the	addition	of	a	line	reflecting	the	transfer	of	
$46.15	from	Retreat	Fund	income	to	the	General	Fund.		He	also	noted	that	we	have	successfully	
opened	a	Meeting	checking	account	and	a	certificate	of	deposit	(CD)	at	the	Self-Help	Credit	Union						
in	Oakland.		If	it	works	out	logistically,	we	will	consider	moving	the	rest	of	our	accounts,	including	
our	active	checking	account,	from	Mechanics	Bank	to	this	credit	union.			
	
College	Park	Quarterly	Meeting:		Winter	Quarterly	Meeting	(Tom	Yamaguchi)	Deborah	Marks,	
our	Quarterly	Meeting	Representative,	attended	Quarterly	Meeting	and	asked	Tom	Yamaguchi	to	
present	her	report	today.		Winter	Quarterly	meeting	was	held	on	January	17,	2015	in	Santa	Rosa.		
The	theme	for	the	day	was	“Peacemaking:		an	Inside	and	an	Outside	Job”.		David	Hartsough	addressed	
this	theme:		he	shared	three	major	leadings	he	has	experienced,	and	challenged	us	to	continue	the	
work	of	building	the	beloved	community,	while	facing	the	triple	evils	of	poverty,	racism	and	
militarism.		A	total	of	130	participants	of	all	ages	were	present,	including	10	children,	4	teens,	and	
quite	a	few	Strawberries.		Sandra	Schwartz	shared	good	news	from	the	Sierra	Friends	Center,	that	its	
recent	$25,000	matching	fund	goal	was	met.		The	new	Head	of	School,	Gray	Horwitz,	will	begin	this	
role	on	June	1,	2015,	transitioning	from	his	current	role	as	the	Environmental	Science	teacher	and	
Camp	Woolman	director.	
	
Sylvia	Walker,	Clerk	of	FASE	(Friends	Association	for	Services	to	the	Elderly),	the	Board	for	Friends	
House	(FH),	provided	a	detailed	report.		In	April	2014	FH	celebrated	its	30th	anniversary.		This	year	it	
was	necessary	to	increase	fees	in	order	to	have	a	balanced	budget.		It	has	become	clear	that	financial	
solvency	requires	expanding	the	facility,	to	spread	fixed	costs	over	a	larger	number	of	people.		The	
FASE	board	has	determined	the	best	way	forward	is	to	become	an	affiliate	of	Pacific	Retirement	
Services	(PRS),	a	professional	management	firm	with	which	FASE	has	contracted	since	2011.		PRS	
will	cover	all	up-front	costs	of	expansion	and	expects	no	payment	from	FH	until	90%	of	the	new	units	
have	been	subscribed	and	construction	financing	has	been	secured.		The	FASE	board	and	PRS	
maintain	the	priority	that	no	one	need	to	move	from	FH	due	to	outliving	their	financial	resources.		
There	are	many	opportunities	to	contribute	funds	to	FH,	including	through	planned	giving.	
Sarah	Asch	reported	that	Marin	Meeting	laid	itself	down	as	of	December	21,	2014.		Individual	
members	have	been	released	from	membership.		A	trust	for	a	future	Meeting	in	Marin	is	being	
created.		The	PYM	Discipline	Committee	will	undertake	to	clarify	procedures	for	laying	down	a	
Meeting,	to	follow-up	concerns	regarding	transfers	of	membership.		Spring	2015	Quarterly	Meeting	
will	be	held	May	15-17,	2015	at	Ben	Lomond	Quaker	Center.			
	
	
Care	of	Meeting	Committee	(COM)	(Laura	Magnani)	Laura	reported	that	with	the	approval	of	the	
newly	constituted	FDS	committee,	COM	is	prepared	to	lay	down	the	Ad	Hoc	Committee	for	an	
Intergenerational	Community.		*	The	COM	committee	is	moving	forward	with	a	plan	to	rent	space	at	
Berkeley	Meeting	(BM)	once	a	week	for	six	months,	on	a	trial	basis.		Until	the	construction	is	



completed	at	BM,	the	available	space	may	be	in	any	of	three	rooms,	and	the	day	available	may	vary	
between	Monday	and	Friday	evenings.		For	now,	Laura	Magnani	will	be	the	contact	person	to	
coordinate	scheduling	for	this	use.		Note	that	any	of	the	rooms	used	will	be	fully	accessible.		A	Friend	
observed	that	the	new	construction	may	create	accessibility	issues	for	the	chemically	sensitive.		*	A	
newcomer’s	brunch	will	be	held	on	Sunday,	May	31,	2015,	coordinated	by	Beth	Wrightson	and	Barb	
Tittle.			
	
Announcements:	
	
The	State	of	the	Meeting	Listening	Meeting	will	be	on	Sunday,	February	15,	2015.	
	
Quaker	Heritage	Day	will	take	place	at	Berkeley	Friends	Church	on	Saturday,	February	21,	2015.	
	
The	PYM	Representative	Committee	Meeting	will	be	at	Berkeley	Friends	Meeting	on	Saturday,	
February	28,	2015.	
	
Meeting’s	Quaker	Quest	will	be	held	at	Berkeley	Technology	Academy	on	Saturday,	March	21,	2015.		
All	in	Meeting	are	encouraged	to	participate.	
	
Miftah	Leath	noted	that	Camping	Unlimited’s	annual	spaghetti	dinner	fundraiser	will	be	on	March	14,	
2015	at	St.	Mary’s	High	School	in	Berkeley.		All	are	invited	to	attend	as	diners	this	year;	last	year	
several	Strawberries	helped	serve	spaghetti.	
	
Carl	Magruder	affirmed	the	beautiful	Memorial	Meeting	held	recently	to	celebrate	the	life	of	Anne	
Maiden	Brown.		Inspirational	ministry	included	a	message	from	Anne’s	granddaughter,	Thistle	
Hannah	Mackinney.	
	
Judith	Schumacher-Jennings	noted	that	the	Friends	Committee	on	Legislation	of	California	(FCLCA)	
Fundraiser	will	be	March	29,	2015	at	the	Berkeley	City	Club.	
		
Tom	Yamaguchi	announced	that	the	next	CROP	Hunger	Walk	Fundraiser	will	be	on	April	19,	2015.		
The	Berkeley	Food	Pantry	is	one	of	the	recipients	of	funds	raised.	
	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	on	March	8,	2015	at	11:50	a.m.	at	the	Berkeley	Technology	
Academy.	
	
Meeting	closed	with	worship	at	1:40	p.m.	
	
Submitted	by	Nancy	Wilkinson,	clerk,	Susan	Burr,	alternate	clerk,	and	Joyce	Samati,	recording	clerk.	
	
	


