
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business		-		July	14,	2013	

Minutes	
	

Meeting	opened	at	12:00	p.m.	with	silent	worship.		Nancy	Wilkinson	clerked	the	Meeting.		
Thirty-two	Friends	were	present.		Angela	Imhoff	shared	responses	from	the	Nominating	
Committee	to	the	Advices	and	Queries	on	Personal	Relationships.		The	clerk	invited	
reflections	from	those	present,	as	well.	
	
The	agenda	was	reviewed;	no	changes	were	made.		Minutes	for	the	June	9,	2013	Meeting	for	
Business	were	read	and	approved	as	written.			
	
Correspondence	and	Clerk’s	Business:		The	clerk	shared	several	pieces	of	
correspondence	received.		These	included	messages	of	thanks	from	the	East	Bay	Sanctuary	
Covenant	and	Friends	House	for	the	$150	annual	donations	received	from	Strawberry	
Creek,	and	a	letter	of	introduction	from	Davis	Meeting	for	Syd	Salsman,	commending	him	to	
our	care.		Syd	will	be	sojourning	with	us	this	summer.		The	clerk	read	a	letter	of	
appreciation	from	Barbara	Graves	for	Meeting’s	celebration	of	her	100th	birthday	in	May,	as	
well	as	her	letter	“to	the	world”	for	the	wonderful	messages	and	blessings	she	has	received	
on	this	occasion.		Both	will	be	posted	on	the	bulletin	board.		Information	received	about	
summer	courses	at	the	Graduate	Theological	Union,	upcoming	programs	at	Pendle	Hill,	the	
2014	Quaker	Youth	Pilgrimage,	a	Friendly	Marketing	Program	to	be	held	at	Earlham	August	
16-18,	2013,	and	the	Friends	Committee	on	National	Legislation’s	Quaker	Lobbying	Day	and	
Annual	Meeting	scheduled	November	14	–	17,	2013	in	Washington,	D.C.	will	all	be	available	
on	the	back	table	at	Meeting.		The	clerk	reported	that	she	sent	the	Meeting’s	use	agreement	
with	the	Berkeley	Unified	School	District	on	schedule.		Friends	are	invited	to	hold	Emily	
Thurston	and	her	family	in	the	light,	following	an	accident	this	morning.	
	
Old	Business:			
Ad	Hoc	Committee	(Sarah	Hawthorne)	Sarah	reported	for	the	ad	hoc	committee,	which	
was	formed	to	help	Meeting	discern	how	the	$12,500	bequest	from	Carolyna	Marks	may	
best	be	used.			In	reflecting	upon	sharing	during	the	June	16,	2013	Listening	Meeting,	the	
committee	observed	that	Meeting’s	enthusiasm	and	energy	were	most	directed	toward	
projects	that	involve	and	serve	the	Meeting,	while	also	benefitting	a	community	greater	
than	our	Meeting.		With	this	in	mind,	the	ad	hoc	committee	recommends	that	the	following	
three	ideas	be	explored	as	possible	options:		1.)	To	support	everyone’s	ability	to	attend	
Meeting’s	annual	Retreat,	use	the	funds	to	subsidize	the	cost	of	attending	the	Retreat	for	the	
next	5-10	years.		In	addition,	explore	whether	Quaker	Center	might	be	an	appropriate	site	to	
install	artwork	that	is	“built”	by	those	coming	to	Quaker	Center.		Care	of	Meeting	Committee	
would	be	asked	to	explore	the	viability	of	this	idea.		2.)		Use	the	funds	to	rent	a	local	space	
large	enough	to	hold	20-30	people,	for	a	minimum	of	one	year.		This	space	would	be	
available	for	SCMM	committees	and	activities,	for	Library	display	and	storage,	and	for	use	
by	other	Quakers	and	community	groups.		Exploring	this	possibility	would	be	referred	to	
the	Site	Committee.		3.)		Continue	Carolyna’s	commitment	to	art	and	peace	education	
through	some	kind	of	joint	project	between	youth	and	the	Meeting.		This	option	would	be	
further	explored	by	the	Peace,	Earthcare	and	Social	Witness	Committee.				The	Care	of	the	
Meeting	Committee	joins	the	ad	hoc	committee	in	recommending	that	these	options	be	
explored	for	further	discernment,	and	then	brought	back	to	Meeting	for	Business.		Meeting	
approved	the	report	and	the	referrals	to	these	committees,	and	thanked	the	ad	hoc	
committee	for	its	work.		Friends	affirmed	the	value	of	the	work	of	our	committees,	in	



helping	us	discern	what	Spirit	is	asking	of	us.		The	clerk	will	check	in	by	October	with	each	
of	the	three	committees	named,	concerning	their	readiness	to	report	back	to	the	Meeting	for	
Business	on	the	viability	of	these	options.			
	
Nominating	Committee	(Angela	Imhoff)	–	Angela	stated	that	no	concerns	have	been	raised	
about	the	nomination	of	Ethan	Sorrelgreen	to	serve	as	web	coordinator.		Meeting	approved	
this	nomination.	
	
New	Business:	
Nominating	Committee	(Angela	Imhoff)	Angela	reported	that	Judy	Lackey	will	be	stepping	
off	the	finance	committee,	due	to	her	impending	move	from	this	area	for	the	coming	year.	
Ellen	Levin	is	nominated	to	serve	on	the	mutual	care	committee.		Angela	is	stepping	down	
from	her	role	as	the	nominating	committee	clerk,	since	she	will	be	moving	out	of	state	with	
her	family	this	month.		Meeting	thanked	Angela	for	her	service	in	this	role.		The	nominating	
committee	recommends	that	current	committee	member	Mindy	Brown-Lechner	serve	as	
committee	clerk	for	the	remainder	of	this	term,	through	December.		This	will	season	until	
the	next	Meeting	for	Business.	
	
First	Day	School	Committee	(FDS)	(Josh	Gallup)	Josh	stated	that	First	Day	School	would	
like	to	have	a	larger	storage	cabinet	prior	to	the	beginning	of	the	coming	school	year	in	
September.		Berkeley	Unified	School	District	has	approved	one	with	a	25%	larger	capacity	
than	our	current	cabinet.		A	prospective	cabinet	builder	has	taken	measurements,	and	will	
have	a	cost	estimate	in	about	one	week.		In	order	to	allow	work	to	proceed	promptly	
Meeting	approved	delegating	responsibility	for	approving	the	cost	to	the	finance	committee,	
since	this	may	result	in	a	budget	overrun	for	FDS.			
	
Reports:	
Treasurer	(Richard	Leath)	Richard	presented	the	treasurer’s	report	for	the	period	from	
January	through	June	2013.		The	shortfall	of	net	income	at	present	is	$13,273.82.		Anyone	
who	has	incurred	expenses	on	behalf	of	Meeting	is	urged	to	submit	these	promptly	to	
Richard	for	reimbursement.		Meeting’s	total	assets	are	now	$173,327.48.		A	question	was	
raised	about	the	possibility	of	providing	a	loan	to	Berkeley	Meeting’s	building	fund,	both	to	
support	this	local	Meeting	and	to	obtain	a	better	return	on	savings.		A	Friend	noted	that	
there	may	be	a	restriction	of	funds,	which	does	not	allow	such	an	arrangement.		This	matter	
was	referred	to	the	finance	committee	for	further	consideration.	
	
Facilities	Committee:		In	the	absence	of	the	committee	clerk,	the	clerk	of	Meeting	noted	
that	the	facilities	committee	has	been	working	to	address	the	concern	about	the	noise	of	the	
air	conditioner	during	Meeting	for	Worship.		A	report	back	to	Meeting	about	this	matter	is	
expected	in	the	near	future.	
	
Care	of	the	Meeting	Committee	(COM)	(Laura	Magnani)	Laura	reported	that	COM	
recommends	finance	committee	include	a	line	item	in	Meeting’s	2014	budget	supportive	of	
young	families,	which	could	be	used	for	an	expense	such	as	the	rental	of	a	campsite	for	an	
annual	gathering.		Families	would	then	be	responsible	for	their	own	expenses,	but	not	for	
the	cost	of	the	campsite.		This	item	should	be	under	the	care	of	a	committee;	at	present	this	
would	be	COM.		The	suggested	line	item	was	forwarded	to	the	finance	committee	for	
consideration.	
	



Site	Committee	(Jay	Smith)	Jay	shared	that	the	Site	Committee’s	Meeting-wide	discussion	
on	June	2,	2013	was	attended	by	twenty-four	people,	who	gathered	to	consider	whether	
there	is	currently	energy	in	Meeting	for	a	permanent	site.		The	sense	of	the	meeting:		there	
clearly	is	such	energy.		When	Friends	were	asked	to	reflect	on	the	size	of	a	site	of	most	
interest	to	them,	many	more	supported	a	small	or	medium–size	space	than	a	large	space.		
While	previously	the	small	sites	considered	were	residential,	many	at	this	meeting	felt	that	
a	small	commercial	space	would	be	preferable.		When	considering	the	budget	for	a	site,	
Friends	are	encouraged	to	think	of	the	costs	and	benefits	to	Meeting	over	a	fifty	to	one	
hundred	year	time	period.	
	
Announcements:	
Pacific	Yearly	Meeting’s	Annual	Session	will	be	held	July	29	–	August	3,	2013	at	Mt.	
Madonna.	
	
James	Ham	thanked	Friends	for	joining	him	in	celebrating	his	birthday,	and	for	helping	him	
grow	up	from	childhood	to	adulthood.		His	appreciation	to	Meeting	includes	his	gratitude	
for	scholarship	support	to	attend	the	Friends	General	Conference	Gathering,	which	has	
nurtured	his	growing	into	adulthood.	
	
The	next	Meeting	for	Business	will	be	on	September	8,	2013	at	the	Berkeley	Technology	
Academy.	
	
Meeting	closed	with	silent	worship	at	1:30	p.m.	
	
Submitted	by	Nancy	Wilkinson,	clerk,	Ralph	Murphy,	alternate	clerk,	and	Joyce	Samati,	
recording	clerk	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


