Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, November 10, 2013
Minutes

Meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship. Nancy Wilkinson clerked the Meeting.
Thirty-two Friends were present. Al Thompson shared responses from the Mutual Care
Committee to the Advices and Queries on Reaching Out. The clerk invited Friends to return
to worship to consider these further.

The agenda was reviewed; the listing of reports to be made today was revised. Minutes for
the October 13, 2013 Meeting for Business were read and approved as written.

Correspondence and Clerk’s Business: The clerk shared an announcement from the
Center for Independent Living for a workshop to be held on November 16, 2013.
Newsletters from several Meetings continue to be received regularly. Friends are invited to
find these in our library, to learn about what’s going on in other Meetings. The clerk shared
her experience of having been invited recently to sign as a witness for a Friend’s advance
directive. She noted that this is one way we may be supportive to each other, within our
community.

Old Business:

Finance Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum) Shelley stated that no concerns have been
brought to the finance committee concerning the proposed Meeting budget for 2014. One
additional line item for $1,000 is being considered; it may be brought forward in a month or
so. A discussion ensued concerning the possibility of raising Meeting’s donations to the
organizations we support. This was referred to the finance committee. Meeting approved
the budget as presented for 2014.

New Business:

Naming Committee (Elizabeth Strain) Elizabeth brought the following slate of prospective
nominating committee members to serve in the coming year (end of 2013 - 2014): Sarah
Hawthorne, clerk, Mindy Brown-Lechner (continuing), Josh Gallup (continuing), Elaine
Emily, Rachel Findley, Dick Strong, and Katherine Youngmeister. These names will season
until the next Meeting for Business. Any concerns may be brought to a member of the
Naming Committee: Elizabeth Strain, convener, Kathy Barnhart, or Beth Wrightson.

Reports:

Care of the Meeting Committee (CoM) (Laura Magnani) Laura reported that CoM is
exploring the option of doing the Quaker Quest program in Strawberry Creek Meeting, and
welcomes hearing from Friends about this possibility. * The Twelfth Month Gathering will
be on Saturday, December 21, 2013 at the same site as last year. Beth Wrightson and
Elizabeth Strain are the co-organizers. The emphasis will be on having an open, celebratory
gathering of our community, while sharing good food and fellowship. * CoM is continuing to
discern how committees within Meeting may best be supported, drawing on guidance from
our Faith and Practice.

Facilities Committee (Deborah Marks) Deborah reported that after further conversation
with the Berkeley Unified School District, the temperature of the rooms we use is again
within our control. This was confirmed with a setting at 70 degrees today. Friends are
reminded to leave Meeting room aisles open to facilitate accessibility for all. In response to



a question about who will regularly set up the chairs for Meeting for Business, Deborah
affirmed that facilities committee will take responsibility for doing so. This task is not
included in the committee’s current job description. Meeting thanked the facilities
committee for its ongoing work.

Treasurer (Richard Leath) Richard presented the treasurer’s report for January through
October 2013. As of October 31, the 2013 income is $18,175.21 below the $56,905.00
budgeted for this year. Friends were responsive to an appeal for donations made after
Meeting today. Similar announcements may need to be made weekly to meet 2013
expenses by December 31. While people contribute to the Meeting in a variety of ways, the
average financial donation needed per member this year is $550. Some may find this
helpful as a guideline for determining the donation appropriate to them. In response to a
question, the importance of having the full site contingency fund remain readily accessible
was considered. Appreciation was expressed to the treasurer for his excellent work.

Fall Quarterly Meeting (Tom Yamaguchi) Tom reported for Rachel Findley on College Park
Quarterly Meeting’s (CPQM) Fall 2013 Session, held October 18 - 20, 2013 at Sierra Friends
Center. Twenty-one Meetings and worship groups, including the newly-formed Soledad
Worship Group, were represented among the 106 attenders,. The theme of “Taking Stock”
was explored in plenary sessions, worship sharing and interest groups. Friends were
encouraged “to take stock of our situation and to discern God’s will on how to move forward
as individuals and as meetings”. Delta Meeting (DM) brought a minute proposing to divide
the current Pacific Yearly Meeting into two smaller “geographically appropriate” meetings.
This minute has been sent to monthly meetings for consideration; it will be brought back to
a future quarterly or yearly meeting session. An update was shared on Tristan Anderson of
Grass Valley, who was severely injured during a demonstration opposing the partition wall
in Palestine in 2009. Tristan was present, and spoke of his rehabilitation process. Friends
are urged to hold Tristan’s healing and his upcoming trials in Israel in the light. The next
CPQM session will be the Winter Quarterly Meeting at the San Francisco Meetinghouse on
Saturday, January 18, 2014. Following a short discussion, the Clerk referred consideration
of the minute from Delta Meeting to care of the meeting committee for further discernment.

Finance Committee (Shelley Tanenbaum) Shelley reported that the finance committee and
peace, earthcare and social witness committee (peasw) are co-sponsoring an education
session on divestment from fossil fuel on November 17, following the showing of the film
“Do the Math” on November 14. * The committee is continuing to evaluate how Strawberry
Creek Meeting may invest some of our assets. Currently this includes about $85,000 in the
general Meeting fund and about $100,000 in the site fund. Options now being explored are:
1.) aloan to the Sierra Friends Center, to replace a long-term loan with another lender that
will be due in 2014, 2.) a loan to Berkeley Monthly Meeting for construction, 3.) a loan to
Friends House for construction, and 4.) the use of part of the Site Fund money to rent space
for committee meetings. Other options are not being considered at this time. * The
committee is preparing updated descriptions of organizations which receive Meeting
donations. This list will be distributed on December 15, 2013. The same day finance
committee is sponsoring a “knitting and giving” fundraiser, featuring hand-knit items made
by Strawberries. Financial donations received for these goods will be distributed among
recipients of Meeting’s donations. * The committee is reviewing comments made about the
EBSC (East Bay Sanctuary Covenant) during the October Meeting for Business, in the course
of its review of the full list of donation recipients. A revised list of recommended recipients



will be provided in 2014. * Finance committee is considering co-hosting an information fair
with peasw, about the non-profit organizations with which we work closely.

Nominating Committee (Mindy Brown-Lechner) Mindy brought the names of three
nominees to be seasoned until the next Meeting for Business: Catya de Neergaard, member
of peace, earthcare and social witness committee, James Hosley, finance committee member
and Marla Browning, first day school (FDS) committee member. Marla is stepping down
from the nominating committee in order to serve on FDS. Two positions remain open in
Meeting: peace, earthcare and social witness committee clerk (following Micki Graham’s
recent move) and Friends Committee on Legislation for California (FCLCA) representative.

Announcements:

* Meeting’s annual Twelfth Month Gathering will be held on Saturday, December 21,
2013 at the Albany Community Center.

* Friends are reminded to leave their nametags here.

* The next Meeting for Business will be on December 8, 2013 at 11:50 a.m. at the
Berkeley Technology Academy.

Meeting closed with silent worship at 1:05 p.m.

Submitted by Nancy Wilkinson, clerk, Ralph Murphy, alternate clerk, and Joyce Samati,
recording clerk



