
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, March 8, 2009 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 11:55 a.m. with silent worship.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked the meeting.  
Thirty-seven Friends were present.   Philippa Baron read the reflections of the Finance and Site 
committees on the Advices and Queries on The Meeting for Worship for Business. 
 
The minutes of the February 8, 2009 Meeting for Business were read and approved with the following 
correction:  in the minutes for the Worship and Ministry Report, the second sentence is modified to read:  
“At this time in our Meeting, it is not clear that the practice of Joys and Sorrows enhances and supports 
our Meeting’s ability to deeply gather during worship and to thereafter take this attitude of worship out 
into the world.” 
  
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
 
Appreciation was expressed to the Hospitality Committee and those of our community who helped with 
hospitality and providing a dinner for Pacific Yearly Meeting Representative Committee. 
 
The Meeting received a letter from the American Friends Service Committee thanking us for our annual 
contribution.  It also received an acceptance of the transfer of membership of Kenneth Lynch Leonard 
from our meeting to Adelphi Friends Meeting. 
 
Leonard Joy has been given a Letter of Introduction to Lewes Friends Meeting in Britain Yearly Meeting. 
 
Marianne Kearney-Brown has notified us that she has requested a transfer of membership from Napa-
Sonoma Meeting to our meeting.  The request was referred to the Care of the Meeting Committee. 
 
A request for membership in our meeting was received from Dann Naseemullah.  The request was 
referred to Care of the Meeting Committee. 
 
Old Business 
 
State of the Meeting Report (State of the Meeting Report Writing Committee) (Richard Leath) A 
draft State of the Meeting Report was distributed and read.  Appreciation was expressed for the quality of 
the report.  Friends suggested that the following should be mentioned:  the Meeting’s Yahoo Group as a 
source of community strengthening, the Adult Youth group, the effect of the PYM year of discernment, 
the anxiety before, and uplift after, the national elections.  One friend commented that the report has no 
problems mentioned.  Another friend suggested that the difficulty finding people to serve in the large 
number of service positions is an issue causing stress in our meeting.   
 
The report will season for one month.  People with additional comments should contact one of the 
members of the committee:  Richard Leath, Susan Black and Sandra Lewis. 
 
Nominations to the Nominating Committee (Naming Committee) (Larry Strain) No concerns have 
been received about the nomination of Nancy Wilkinson to serve on the Nominating Committee.  The 
Meeting approved the nomination. 
 



Testimony on Harmony with Nature (Peace Earthcare & Social Witness Committee) (James 
Hosley) Peace Earthcare and Social Witness Committee has received no substantive concerns about its 
proposed minute on development of a testimony on harmony with nature.  The Committee recommends 
that the proposed minute be amended to add the word “written” before “testimony” and provide that the 
title “harmony with nature” might be replaced with some other title.  After some discussion supporting 
the minute and suggesting wording, the Meeting approved the following minute: 
 
“Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting will begin a process of discernment on developing a written 
testimony on ‘harmony with nature’, realizing that some other title may arise during the process of 
discernment.” 
 
Otis-Cornell Marriage (Mutual Care Committee) (Margaret Schneider) No concerns have been 
raised concerning the request for the Meeting to take under its care the marriage of Jim Otis and Laura 
Cornell.  The Meeting approved the request.  An arrangements committee will be appointed. 
 
Job Description for the Communications Committee (Communications Committee) (Rick Herbert) 
The job description for the Communications Committee has seasoned for one month.  The Committee has 
two substantive revisions in the draft to propose.  The description of the Web Coordinator is clarified to 
show that she or he is empowered to deal with inappropriate content on the listserv.  The positions of 
Recorder and Data Base Coordinator were added as ex officio members of the committee.  A concern was 
raised that the job description does not state whether a committee clerk should be chosen by Nominating 
Committee.  A discussion occurred where it became clear that a committee clerk nominated by the 
Nominating Committee was necessary.  The Meeting directed that  the job description include the 
position of a Clerk.  Given the shortness of time before the Nominating Committee is due to present its 
slate for service positions, the Meeting approved requesting the Nominating Committee to nominate a 
clerk for the Communications Committee.  The job description will season for another month. 
 
New Business 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee)(Peter Lin) The Committee has received the requests of Wattie 
Taylor to be released from service on the Facilities Committee and Shelley Tannenbaum to be released 
from service as Representative to Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL).  The Meeting 
approved these requests. 
 
The Committee nominates Catherine Engstrom to serve on the Facilities Committee and Susan Strong to 
serve as Representative to FCNL.  These nominations will season for one month. 
 
Reports 
 
Site Committee (Philippa Baron) After receiving responses to a letter of inquiry sent to about 120 
churches, the Site Committee has narrowed possibilities for sites for the Meeting to about six.  About half 
are for a sharing and leasing arrangement and the others are for a purchase of the site.  The Committee 
will ask appropriate committee clerks and others to investigate these sites and will report back to the 
Meeting in about two months. 
 
Pacific Yearly Meeting Representative (Stephen McNeil) Representative Committee of Pacific Yearly 
Meeting was held March 7th.  The Youth Coordinator position was discussed.  A decision on the position 
was deferred to Yearly Meeting in August with the assumption that, if approved, the position would begin 
in September of this year.  Because the Yearly Meeting lost $31,000 on the Yearly Meeting held at 
Walker Creek Ranch, plans are being made to either raise fees or find alternate ways of raising money.  
The PYM Site Committee was given authority to move the dates of the 2010 meeting to July.  The issue 



of PYM affiliation with Friends General Conference will come up at Yearly Meeting this year.  Stephen 
has prepared a more complete report which will appear in the newsletter. 
 
Care of the Meeting Committee (Charlie Blanchard) During the past month, the Committee has 
sponsored a listening meeting with Berkeley Friends Meeting on the PYM youth coordinator position, an 
Adult Education session on membership attended by 26 people and a Final Affairs Help Session.   
 
Future events include a continuance of the Final Affairs Help Session to be held on March 17th at 7 p.m. 
at the home of Nancy Wilkinson and a Newcomers’ Brunch to be held on March 29. 
   
Announcements 
 
Friends should consider a Family Work camp to be held at Sierra Friends Center for one week starting 
June 14.  There will also be summer camps available for children aged 9-14 years:  one week beginning 
June 26, two weeks beginning July 5 and one week beginning July 20. 
 
The next Locavore Potluck will be April 12. 
 
Friendly Sevens sign ups are going well.  Friends should consider this way of getting to know members of 
our Meeting community. 
 
PYM has expressed thanks to our meeting for providing hospitality and a dinner for Representative 
Committee. 
 
Peace Earthcare and Social Witness Committee will be sponsoring a listening meeting on a Testimony on 
Harmony with Nature on April 5. 
  
The next Business Meeting will be held on April 12, 2009 at 12 p.m. at the Berkeley Technology Academy 
after the Spring Locavore Potluck. 
 
The meeting closed at 1:50 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk;   Larry Strain, Acting Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, 
Recording Clerk 


