
Strawberry	Creek	Monthly	Meeting	
Meeting	for	Worship	on	the	Occasion	of	Business,		December	9,	2012	

Minutes	
	

Meeting opened at 12:00 p.m. with silent worship.  Charlie Blanchard clerked the 
Meeting.  Thirty-four Friends were present.  Susan Burr shared the Site Committee’s 
reflections on the Advices and Queries on Simplicity.  The agenda was reviewed and 
approved after noting who would report on the items of old business, the addition of 
two reports to be made and the deletion of another, and adding an announcement.  
The minutes of the November 11, 2012 Meeting for Business were read and approved 
with two clarifications:  Susan Strong was invited to become an at-large member of the 
General Committee of the Friends Committee on Legislation of California (FCLCA) on 
behalf of the Metaphor Project, and the positions the College Park Quarterly Meeting 
nominating committee has been challenged to fill have been those serving the 
Quarterly Meeting.   
 
Correspondence and Clerk’s Business:  The clerk received requests for donations 
from six organizations, including some that the Meeting supports annually.  Friends are 
invited to consider these, as we choose which we may wish to personally support.    
Mary White has sent a letter to Boulder Meeting requesting a certificate of transfer of 
her membership to Strawberry Creek Meeting.  Anne Blackburn, a member of the La 
Jolla Meeting who worshipped with the San Juan Island Worship Group in Washington 
State for several decades until she moved to El Cerrito, has requested the transfer of 
her membership to Strawberry Creek Meeting.  The clerk has received a certificate of 
transfer for Anne from La Jolla Meeting.  Margaret Sorrel, active in the Whidbey Island 
Worship Group until she moved to Berkeley, has requested a transfer of membership 
to Strawberry Creek from University Meeting in Seattle.  Mary White, Anne Blackburn, 
and Margaret Sorrel’s requests for transfer of membership to Strawberry Creek 
Meeting were all referred to the Care of Meeting Committee. 
 
Old Business: 
Naming Committee:  (Jed Appelman) Jed stated that no concerns have been brought 
to the Naming Committee regarding the nominees for the 2013 nominating committee, 
all of whom have confirmed in writing their availability to serve.  Charlie Blanchard 
noted that John McCarthy checked with the member whose approval would result in 
her serving on two committees; she affirmed that she is able to so serve.  After some 
further consideration, Meeting approved the nominees:  Angela Imhoff, clerk, and Janet 
Piggins, Josh Gallup, Rick Herbert, Mindy Brown-Lechner, Kris Muller, and Marla 
Browning as committee members.  Mary Anderson and Renee Watkins were approved 
as stand-by committee members, available to serve if needed.  The clerk thanked John 
McCarthy, Jed Appelman, and Julie Russell for their service on the Naming 
Committee. 
  
Finance Committee:  2013 Meeting Budget (Richard Leath) Richard stated that the 
Finance Committee has amended the budget proposed in November, by adding the 
Friends Journal to the list of organizations Meeting will support with a $150 annual 



donation.   A suggestion was made that Meeting arrange to accept donations by direct 
deposit.  This was referred to the finance committee for consideration.  Meeting 
approved the budget as revised, with thanks to Richard Leath and the Finance 
Committee. 
 
New Business: 
Nominating Committee (Angela Imhoff) In response to a request from Care of 
Meeting Committee for a co-clerk to share clerking responsibilities with Ted Obbard, 
Angela brought the name of Sarah Hawthorne, a current member of this committee, 
to serve as co-clerk through May 2013.  This nomination will be seasoned for one 
month.  If anyone has questions or concerns, please contact Angela or any member of 
the nominating committee. 
 
Reports: 
Treasurer (Richard Leath) Richard presented the report for the period from January – 
November, 2012.  He noted that when the $12,500 recently bequested to Strawberry 
Creek Meeting is omitted from the net income to date, the balance needed to meet the 
expected expenditures is over $16,000.  In response to questions, Richard explained 
how the Dime-A-Gallon Fund income and expenses are accounted for in this report.  
Many Friends have proposed ideas for the use of the bequest from the estate of 
Carolyna Marks; these will be discussed at the finance committee’s meeting in 
January. 
 
American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) (Rick Herbert) Rick reported that he 
felt energized by attending the Northern California meeting of the AFSC yesterday, as 
he learned how it has coped with the market crash of several years ago.  Available 
funds were cut substantially, which resulted in a 50% cutback of staffing.  The AFSC 
has since reorganized into four regions in the United States.  The western region 
includes the area from Denver west.  Last year 55% of funding was spent on domestic  
programs and 45% on international programs.  In the coming year, AFSC is focusing 
on strategic thinking in these areas:  internationally, why divestment in Israel is of key 
importance to address the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and domestically, how may we 
support immigrant allies?  The disparate policies in effect in several local counties with 
regard to immigrants suggest opportunities for response.  Friends are encouraged to 
reach out to Muslim communities to help build understanding.  A question Rick 
suggested First Day School teens might consider is: what would you do with a trillion 
dollars?  (This is less than the United States budget.) 
 
Friends Committee on Legislation of California (FCLCA) (Rick Herbert) Rick 
cordially invited everyone to attend a local Holiday Party and Fundraiser for the FCLCA 
on December 16.  Jim Lundberg will speak about his lobbying efforts on behalf of 
FCLCA in Sacramento.  With a two-thirds majority of democrats in both the state 
senate and assembly and a democratic governor, there is now a greater potential for 
more proactive pieces of legislation.  In response to the current offer of Matching Grant 
funding up to $60,000 for new and increased donations, $10,000 has been contributed 
to date.  Note that money contributed to FCLCA’s educational fund is tax deductible, 



while that given for lobbying is not.  Friends recognized the importance of working to 
stop “bad” legislation, as well as supporting constructive legislation. 
 
Sierra Friends Center(SFC)/Woolman (Cindy Trueblood) Cindy reported that this is a 
time of leadership transition for the Sierra Friends Center/Woolman.  Dorothy 
Henderson, who has been Head of School since June 2008, plans to retire in 2013.  
During this summer and fall, the College Park Friends Education Association (CPFEA) 
board interviewed four strong candidates and recently offered the position to Marjorie 
Fox, who has led non-profits working with youth in southern California.  Marjorie will 
begin her work as Head of School on January 15, 2013.  Dorothy has done a wonderful 
job of nurturing and leading the Woolman/SFC community and its semester and camp 
programs.  She has brought a spiritual depth to her work, and will continue to serve on 
the Development and Outreach committee into the spring.  Dorothy and Marjorie will be 
making visits to Meetings in northern California in February and March. The CPFEA 
board has three new members from Meetings in Northern California.  Cindy also 
reported on the student peace documentaries and sustainability projects, presented  
with compelling authenticity on a diversity of subjects.  The environmental science 
teacher, Jacob Holzberg-Pill, has received the TogetherGreen Fellowship Award for 
$10,000 to develop a sustainability plan for the campus.  Cindy expressed gratitude to 
Strawberry Creek Meeting and individuals in Meeting for supporting SFC and being 
part of students’ transformational changes.  Ongoing support is needed and 
encouraged; donations in honor of Dorothy Henderson are suggested.  
 
Care of Meeting Committee (COM) (Sarah Hawthorne) Sarah expressed appreciation 
to Ted Obbard, clerk of COM, for having stepped up to serve in this role when Sandra 
Lewis was no longer able to do so last year.  Now Sarah feels honored to be 
nominated to co-clerk this committee.  She noted that the Meeting’s twelfth month 
gathering will be held on December 22nd; the meeting for clerks will be on February 16, 
2013.  Larry Strain, COM member, is working with Ben Lomond Quaker Center’s ad 
hoc accessibility committee.  The COM committee will be looking at how Meeting may 
most easily interface with our sister Quaker organizations and the College Park 
Quarterly Meeting directory, while respecting confidentiality.  
 
Site Committee (Susan Burr) Susan reported that Jay Smith, on behalf of the site 
committee, is sending letters to those who have made large donations to the site 
contingency fund thanking them for their contributions and their patience, and updating 
them on the committee’s work.  To focus efforts this year, the committee will work on 
generating its own ideas about site options and rough budgets for them.  When ready, 
these will be brought to Meeting for Business to be further refined.  At the same time, 
the Finance Committee is looking into the best ways to hold and invest the funds 
donated, until the Meeting is ready to purchase a permanent site or finance a long-term 
lease. 
 
 
 
 



 
Announcements: 
 
The Clerk stated that Woolman Semester’s incoming & outgoing Heads of School, 
Marjorie Fox and Dorothy Henderson, will be coming to talk with us after Meeting on 
either February 17 or March 31, 2013.  (Subsequently, this was set for February 17th.) 
 
The next Meeting for Business will be held on January 13, 2013 at the Berkeley 
Technology Academy, following the Winter Locavore Potluck. 
 
The Meeting closed at 1:48 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by Charlie Blanchard, clerk, Nancy Wilkinson, alternate clerk, and Joyce 
Samati, recording clerk 
 
   


