
 
 
 

 
 
 

Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Minutes of the Meeting for Business 
First Day, December 10, 2006 
  
Meeting for Business opened at 12:10 p.m. with silent worship. Larry Strain clerked the meeting.  
Thirty-eight Friends were present.  Lisa Hubbell on behalf of Adult Education and Library 
Committee read reflections on the Advices & Queries regarding the Meeting for Business. 
  
Minutes of the November 12, 2006 Meeting for Business were approved with the following 
corrections: 
 

· Finance:  The following line should be included: The meeting approved the meeting‘s 
budget. 

 
· Care of the Meeting Community:  Instead of the sentence: “The Care of the Meeting 

Community recommends acceptance of the report, which supported Eric Forste‘s 
membership application.”  The sentence should read “The Care of the Meeting Community 
recommends the meeting’s acceptance of Eric Forste’s membership application.”  

 
The following correction should be made to the Minutes of the October 8, 2006 Meeting for 

Business. 
 
·     Sierra Friends Center:  The school will attempt to sustain 18 student and not 18 staff as 

incorrectly written in the October 8, 2006 Minutes. 
   

Correspondence & Clerk’s Business: 
· Betsy Morris and Raines Cohen were married under the care of the Meeting on December 9, 

2006.  The wedding was well attended with people from the meeting, family members, and 
members of Betsy and Raines’s co-housing. 

· The meeting received a letter of thanks for responding generously to the Capital Campaign 
from Cindy Trueblood on behalf of the Woolman Semester.  Even though the meeting 
gives a small donation every year, many individuals within the meeting have made 
significant donations to the Woolman Semester. 

· The meeting received a package of materials regarding the “Year of Discernment” which 
included letters from Laura Magnani and Joe Franko from the Yearly Meeting inviting our 
meeting to observe a “Year of Discernment.”  Worship and Ministry and Care of the 
Meeting Community will meet to consider how our meeting could observe the “Year of 
Discernment.”  The letters from Laura Magnani and Joe Franko will be posted on the list 
serve.  Copies will be made available to all committees upon request. 

· A moment of silence was observed for the passing of James Ham‘s mother. 
   

Old Business 
  
Care of the Meeting Community (Nancy Wilkinson):  The committee did not receive any 
concerns that would prevent the meeting moving forward to accept Eric Forste as a new member.  



 
 
 

 
 
 

The meeting approved the membership of Eric Forste.  A welcoming committee with the following 
individuals will greet Eric Forste: Sherrin Loyd, convener, Joyce Samati, and Pam Calvert. 
 
Finance Committee (Ralph Murphy and Peter Trueblood):  The meeting currently has a shortfall 
of $6,500 for this year, so the Finance Committee encourages members who have not yet given a 
financial contribution to do so now.  The committee also encourages members to give more than 
their usual financial contribution.   
 
The committee recommends that the meeting hire an attorney to assist the meeting in creating a 
checklist for the meeting to keep track of its status as a corporation under the laws of the State of 
California.  The committee further recommends that the meeting budget $150.00 for consultation 
with an attorney as a onetime event.  The meeting approved the creation of a checklist with the 
assistance of a hired attorney. 
 
The Library Committee has requested that their budget be increased from $200.00 to $400.00, so 
they can purchase new books for the library.  The meeting approved the increase in their budget. 
 
The Oakland Worship Group has requested $100.00 from the meeting, so they can purchase Faith 
and Practice to give to seekers and newcomers.  The meeting approved the purchase of Faith and 
Practice to be given to visitors of the Oakland Worship Group. 
 
Finally, the Site Committee has requested that its budget be increased from $50.00 to $200.00.  
The committee would like to use the additional funds for a campaign to raise money for the Site 
Contingency Fund.  The Site Committee will give more details of the Site Contingency Fund in its 
report.  The meeting approved the increase of the budget from $50.00 to $200.00. 
 
Naming Committee (Rich Tittle):  The Nominating Committee currently has four members: Pam 
Calvert, Charlie Blanchard, Susan Burr, and Richard Leath. Dee Rossman asked that her name be 
withdrawn.  She will continue to serve on her current committee.   
  
New Business 
  
Naming Committee (Rich Tittle):  The Naming Committee submitted the name of Rhea Farley for 
service on the Nominating Committee.  Rhea Farley’s name will season for one month.  The 
Naming Committee did not hear any concerns regarding the nomination of Mary White, so the 
meeting approved her nomination to the Nominating Committee. 
 
Nominating Committee (Pam Calvert):  The Nominating Committee presented the following 
names for service: Elaine Emily to serve on the Mutual Care Committee; Anne Maiden Brown to 
serve as Pacific Yearly Meeting Representative, and Laura Magnani to serve as Pacific Yearly 
Meeting Observer.  These nominations will season for one month, and any concerns should be 
brought to the attention of Nominating Committee. 
 
Peace, Earth Care & Social Witness (Shelley Tanenbaum):  The National Religious Campaign 
against Torture requested that religious organizations endorse the following statement:  
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

“Torture violates the basic dignity of the human person that all religions hold dear.  It degrades 
everyone involved--policy-makers, perpetrators and victims.  It contradicts our nation’s most 
cherished ideals.  Any policies that permit torture and inhumane treatment are shocking and 
morally intolerable.  Nothing less is at stake in the torture abuse crisis than the soul of our nation.  
What does it signify if torture is condemned in word but allowed in deed?  Let America abolish 
torture now--without exceptions.” 
 
The meeting approved the endorsement of the above statement.  The clerk will submit our approval 
of the statement to the National Religious Campaign against Torture on the paperwork they 
provided to the meeting. 
 
Outreach (Joe Morris):  The meeting is not doing enough to reach out to new people who visit the 
meeting.  Joe gave an example of a young woman he met outside of the meeting who confessed 
that she left immediately after meeting because she had trouble interacting with others during social 
hour.  A number of Friends spoke about the importance of reaching out as individuals to new 
people who visit and not just depending on committees like Hospitality and Worship and Ministry 
to welcome visitors. 
 
Reports 
 
Peace, Earth Care & Social Witness (Shelley Tanenbaum):  The silent auction raised $1500 for 
FCL.  The committee thanks all individuals who participated in this event.  The Minute on 
Climate Change will be presented at the Quarterly Meeting on January 20, 2007 in San Francisco, 
California.  
  
Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) (Rich Hebert):  FCL has been in serious financial 
trouble for several years.  Representatives at the last meeting were asked to consider laying down 
FCL because the current donation level cannot sustain the organization.  The representatives 
decided to rebuild FCL by conducting aggressive outreach, and changing its approach on using its 
funds.  The organization has exhausted its capital reserves, so they will no longer use money from 
its capital reserves and bequests.  Furthermore, it will create a campaign to increase the number of 
people giving to FCL by July of 2007.  It has been calculated that if the organization could get 300 
Friends to give $15.00 a month, the organization could have enough funds to continue its work. 
 
Berkeley Technology Academy - School Liaison Subcommittee (Larry Strain):  The 
subcommittee met to discuss the school’s need for some of the storage we are currently using and to 
explore ways the meeting can support the school.  The school and the meeting are both growing, so 
space needs may be a continuing problem in the future.  However, the school will allow us to 
install a cabinet on the back wall of the meeting hall.  The meeting approved the purchase and 
installation of the storage cabinet.  Many of the school’s needs are monetary, including $1500 for a 
sign for the school.  The meeting will request that individuals from the meeting, who feel moved to 
do so, donate money directly to the school for their discretionary use.  
  
Retreat (Sherrin Loyd):  A short report was given of the successful Winter Retreat on December 2, 
2006 at Berkeley Friends Church.  The theme was “Paying Attention.”  In the morning some 
adults and all of the children chose to make lunch with Linda Moreno and Bianca Moreno- Travis.  



 
 
 

 
 
 

The rest of the adults gathered in small groups to answer queries.  After lunch, adults and children 
did intergenerational activities. 
 
Mutual Care Committee (Joyce Samati):  The wedding of Betsy Morris and Raines Cohen was a 
great success.  The committee gave special thanks to Pam Calvert, Simon Strain, and Cosmo 
Martinez for their assistance with childcare and logistics.  However, the whole meeting helped with 
this event and everyone should be happy with the results.  The next Mutual Care Committee 
meeting will be on January 8, 2007.  Any concerns for the committee to discuss should be brought 
to the attention of Joyce Samati or Lynne D’Angelo before January 8, 2007. 
 
Electronic Resources (Tom Yamaguchi):  The committee will meet on December 17, 2006 to 
discuss the status of the two web groups for Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting.  If you have any 
thoughts regarding the web groups, please inform Tom Yamaguchi.  The committee will be 
working on the public website which is hosted by quaker.org.  The committee requests that the 
meeting community assist in the revision of the website.  The job description for web coordinator 
will be finalized for presentation at the next Meeting for Business. 
 
Sierra Friends Center (Joyce Samati):  The Woolman Semester is taking gradual steps to become 
a self-sustaining school.  More than $300,000.00 was raised in the last 3 months as a part of the 
Woolman Semester’s goal of financial stability.  The Woolman Semester has hired consultants to 
assist in its transformation into a financially viable organization.  Furthermore, the board has 
acquired four new members.  College Park Friends Association has committed to the ongoing 
support of the organization.  Joyce Samati has pamphlets describing the mission of the school for 
anyone who is interested. 
 
Site Committee (Patricia Netherly and Jay Smith):  On December 3, 2006 the Site Committee met 
with Catherine Anderson and Henry Helson of Berkeley Friends Meeting to explore the possibility 
of both the meetings sharing space at the Berkeley Friends Meetinghouse.  However, both 
meetings are of comparable size and the space that may be available to Strawberry Creek Monthly 
Meeting would be limited.  Berkeley Monthly Meeting is considering an extensive remodeling 
project on the meetinghouse.  Catherine Anderson and Henry Helson provided a package full of 
information and queries in hope that it might help us with our search for a long term site.  On 
November 19, 2006, the Finance and Site Committees had a joint meeting to discuss the necessary 
steps in buying a property for the meeting.  The committees agreed that funds must increase in the 
Meeting Contingency Fund for future use in purchasing a property.  Ralph Murphy, treasurer, and 
the Finance Committee requested that the meeting allow a separate checking account for the Site 
Contingency Fund.  The meeting approved the separate checking account for the fund.  
Furthermore, both committees felt that the meeting must conduct a capital campaign to raise money 
for this fund.  The committees are currently drafting a “Statement of Intent” form for members and 
individuals who attend to complete with information regarding the amount, if any, of money they 
will be able to give to the fund over the coming years. 
 
 Announcements 
 
College Park Quarterly Meeting will be held on January 20, 2007 as a one day event at the San 
Francisco Meetinghouse. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Worship and Ministry will hold a “Meeting for Remembrance” for individuals who have lost a love 
one in the last year.  The “Meeting for Remembrance” will be held at 2:00 p.m. on January 27, 
2007.  
 
An informational party for Sierra Friends Center will be held at the Trueblood’s home on December 
10, 2006 between 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  
 
The next Meeting for Business will be held on January 14, 2007 at 11:50 a.m. at the Berkeley 
Technology Academy.   
  
The meeting closed at 2:20 p.m. with silent worship. 
  
Respectfully submitted: Larry Strain, Clerk; Dharma Yamaguchi, Recording Clerk; Leonard Joy, 
Alternate Clerk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


