
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, December 14, 2008 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 11:50 a.m. with silent worship.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked the meeting.  
Thirty-seven Friends were present.   Rhea Farley read reflections of the Nominating Committee on the 
Advices & Queries on Peace. 
 
The minutes of the November 9, 2008 Meeting for Business were read and approved with the following 
changes:  Under Reports, the minutes on the report from Hospitality Committee are replaced with the 
following:  “The annual after-Thanksgiving potluck will be held November 30th after Meeting for 
Worship.  The Committee is looking for volunteers to help with the Holiday Program.” 
  
Clerk’s Business and Correspondence 
 
The Meeting has received thank you letters from Sierra Friends Center and Quaker Earthcare Witness for 
our annual contributions. 
 
The Internal Revenue Service has approved our application for tax exempt status.  The Clerk thanked 
Dharma Yamaguchi for all her work on the application and expressed appreciation for the help of 
Leonard Joy and others.  The Clerk will write a thank you letter to Dharma.   
 
The Meeting has received a postcard greeting from Mona Silipo, a member of our Meeting living in the 
United Kingdom. 
 
Old Business 
 
Nominations to the Nominating Committee (Naming Committee) (Larry Strain) The Naming 
Committee has received no concerns about the nominations of Susan Black and Marianne Kearney-
Brown to serve on the Nominating Committee.  The Meeting approved the nominations. 
 
The Naming Committee nominates John McCarthy to serve as Clerk of the Nominating Committee and 
Betsy Morris to serve as a member.  These nominations will season for one month.   
 
Treasurer’s Report (Beth Wrightson) As of November 28, 2008 the Meeting had expended about 
$3000 in excess of income for this year.  The Treasurer thanked those who have contributed.  The 
Meeting had about $43,000 in the General Fund as a reserve. 
 
Finance Committee Report (Jed Appelman) The Committee proposes three changes in the 2009 budget 
as presented at the last Business Meeting:   interest income $1,200, Care of the Meeting Committee 
expense $450 and Adult Education Committee expense $300.  The Meeting approved the 2009 Budget 
with these three changes. 
 
The Committee has noted that the amount paid for telephone service has increased greatly.  The matter of 
reviewing the service we receive was referred to the Worship and Ministry Committee. 
 
The Meeting has several certificates of deposit which expired.  The money was transferred into the 
Meeting’s checking accounts.  The Committee has authorized the Treasurer to transfer the money back 



into certificates of deposit at whichever one of the two Meeting approved banks has the higher interest 
rate.  The terms of the certificates will be staggered to allow better access to the money. 
 
The Committee is not recommending change of the Meeting’s fiscal year from the calendar year to one 
beginning June 1st.  A discussion occurred about the pros and cons of making the change.  It was 
suggested that the Committee contact David Leonard who was the Clerk of Finance Committee when the 
Meeting adopted the calendar year as its fiscal year. 
 
 Revised Job Description for the Care of the Meeting Committee (Care of the Meeting Committee) 
(Charlie Blanchard) The revised job description for the Care of the Meeting Committee has seasoned for 
two months.  There were two major changes.  First, the job description states that the Committee will be 
coordinating with the Hospitality Committee new member welcomings.  Second, a sentence describing 
the Committee’s relationship to the Meeting’s Corporation Board was added.  The revised job description 
was approved. 
 
Revised Job Description for Mutual Care Committee (Mutual Care Committee) (Margaret 
Schneider) A revised job description for the Mutual Care Committee has seasoned for one month.  No 
concerns were raised.  One additional change was made:  The sentence originally addressed to marriages 
and relationships has been changed to state:  “The committee is available to provide continuing support 
for all marriages and partnerships.”  The meeting approved the revised job description with the change. 
 
New Business 
 
Nominations (Nominating Committee) (Richard Leath) The Committee makes the following 
nominations: 
 
Amy Clark, Adult Education Committee 
Patrick Foley, Facilities Committee 
 
These nominations will season for one month. 
  
Reports 
 
Pacific Yearly Meeting Youth Coordinator Position (Lisa Hubbell) Pacific Yearly Meeting is 
considering establishing a paid Youth Coordinator position.  The person would coordinate the activities of 
the Junior Yearly Meeting and Young Friends (college age and beyond) at the Yearly Meeting and 
throughout the year.   Our meeting held a discussion about the proposal on December 7th where concern 
was expressed that we did not have enough information and were unclear as to what the coordinator’s 
work would be.  There was also concern about proper supervision of youth in activities.   
 
Heather Alden added to Lisa’s report by noting that there was a great deal of excitement among teens 
about having help in creating their own spiritual community.   
 
One Friend suggested that there should be a group set up within Yearly Meeting in addition to a 
coordinator to develop the support for the youth.   Several Friends noted the strong concern in our 
meeting about youth and that our meeting should take an active part in the creating support for youth 
activities. 
 
The Meeting approved referring the matter to the Care of the Meeting Committee and asking it how the 
Meeting might proceed in contributing to the conversation within the Yearly Meeting on ways of 



benefiting the youth.  The notes of our December 7th meeting will be circulated among participants for 
editing and then given to the Care of the Meeting Committee. 
 
Hospitality Committee (Joyce Samati) Appreciation was expressed for the work of Katherine 
Youngmeister, Kathy Barnhart, Mel Adamson and all the others of our community who helped with the 
Holiday Program. 
 
The next locavore potluck will be held January 11, 2009 after Meeting for Worship.   
 
Walk With Earth Trip (Darcy Stanley) This year Rolene Walker began her Walk With Earth trip from 
California to Chile.  She will exchange information about how to heal the earth through sustainable 
practices.  Darcy plans to join Rolene at the Mexico-Guatemala border and walk with her to Costa Rica.  
Our Meeting has received a grant from the Pickett Foundation to support Darcy’s participation.  Rich 
Tittle, Lisa Hubbell and Joyce Samati are acting as an anchoring committee for Darcy in this work. 
 
Announcements 
 
Woolman Semester has received a matching grant so that contributions made to the scholarship fund will 
be matched on a 1 to 1 basis.  Friends are encouraged to contribute. 
 
The next Business Meeting will be held on January 11, 2009 at 12 p.m. at the Berkeley Technology 
Academy after the winter locavore potluck. 
 
The meeting closed at 1:50 p.m. with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk;   Susan Burr, Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, 
Recording Clerk 


