
Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, First Day, June 8, 2008 

Minutes 
 
The meeting opened at 12:05 pm with silent worship.  Katherine Youngmeister clerked.  Thirty-eight 
Friends were present.  Helen Haug read reflections of the Facilities Committee on the Advices & Queries 
on Reaching Out. 
 
The minutes of the May 11, 20008 Meeting for Business were approved with three corrections: 
 

1.  Under Reports, the Finance Committee report: the sentence on the Kennedy bequest is clarified 
to state that “Having been requested by the Business Meeting to decide on the use of the Kennedy 
bequest, the committee reported that Stephanie Kennedy’s bequest fund will go into the Site 
Fund. 

2. Under Reports, the Worship & Ministry Report:  Lisa Hubbell and Rachel Findley were 
scheduled to lead a session on vocal ministry. 

3. Under Reports, Peace, Earthcare, and Social Witness:  The report was given only by James 
Hosley. 

 
Correspondence & Clerk’s Business 
 
The Clerk reported that there was no correspondence or Clerk’s Business to bring to the Meeting. 
 
Old Business 
 
Nominating (Laura Magnani) John Wittinghill has withdrawn his name for service on the Facilities 
Committee because he is moving out the area.  The nominations of Cindy Trueblood and Joyce Samati for 
Sierra Friends Center Representative and Vikki Jongetjes for Loaves and Fishes, having been seasoned 
for one month and no objections being heard, were approved. 
 
Barbara Graves and Andrew Youngmeister have accepted the committee’s request to provide eldering 
during the Meeting for Business by “holding the space”. 
 
Peace, Earthcare & Social Witness (James Hosley):  The committee has heard no objections to the new 
committee job description presented at the May Business Meeting which provides that the committee’s 
work will be divided using  two workgroups:  one on environmental work and the other on peace and 
justice.  The entire committee intends to meet quarterly or more often as needed.  The meeting approves 
the new job description. 
 
New Business 
 
Ad Hoc Committee on Federal Tax Exemption (Larry Strain) At the meeting of the Corporation an ad 
hoc committee was appointed to make a recommendation to the Meeting as to whether or not the Meeting 
should file a federal application for tax exempt status.  The committee recommends that the Meeting does 
file the application in order to avoid any future confusion as to our tax status.  The meeting approves the 
filing of the application, the payment of the $300 fee and the amendment of the budget to add the fee as 
an expense and to increase the amount of unrestricted donations by $300 to balance the budget. 
 
Care of the Meeting (Susan Burr) At the request of Amy Joy, the Meeting approves the release of her 
membership in Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting. [For the newsletter version:  At the request of  a 
Friend who asked that her name not be published in a newsletter or online but whose name is found in the 



written minutes of the Meeting, the Meeting approves the release of  her membership in Strawberry Creek 
Monthly Meeting.] 
 
Reports 
 
College Park Quarterly Meeting Representative (Carl Anderson) The Quarterly Meeting was held at 
Ben Lomond Quaker Center recently.  Among other activities, there were discussions on speaking to be 
heard in Meeting and on scholarships. 
 
First Day School (Jay Smith) Berkeley Technology Academy has converted the Art Room into a Gym 
space because of the donation of equipment.  The donation came subsequent to recent violence in the 
School community, including an incident of one student shooting another.  The gym conversion has made 
the former Art Room unusable for First Day School.  Jay Smith wants to meet with the Principal Victor 
Diaz to discuss the terms of our lease with the School District and also to offer whatever assistance our 
meeting might provide to the School at this time.  Several Friends volunteered to also meet with Diaz.  
Friends raised several suggestions and concerns.  Jay Smith, Susan Burr and Katherine Youngmeister will 
meet and decide how to proceed on behalf of the meeting. 
 
Worship & Ministry (Sarah Hawthorne) The Meeting will hold an outdoor Meeting for Worship at 
10:00 am on June 29th at Codornices Park. 
 
The Traveling Ministries Fund procedures are being reworked and will be brought back to Meeting for 
Business for approval. 
 
The “Joys and Sorrows” period after Meeting for Worship as described in the May Business Meeting 
minutes was begun on June 1st.  The committee requests that Friends give comments on this experiment to 
committee members. 
 
Care of the Meeting (Susan Burr) A transition meeting was held with old and new committee members 
at which graduation cards were signed for 9 graduates who are part of our community.  These include:  
high school- Sam Douglas, Rees Blanchard, Cosmo Martinez; college-Marta Blanchard, Philip Farley, 
Dorothy Russell, Heather Russell, Ravahn Samati and Owen Strain.  There will be a celebration for the 
graduates to be held after Meeting For Worship on June 15th. 
 
Peace, Earthcare & Social Witness (Shelley Tannenbaum) The Peace and Justice Workgroup is 
participating on behalf of the Meeting in the work of the National Religious Campaign against 
Torture. One of the Campaign’s activities is the Banner Project which erects banners in front of houses 
of worship.  The workgroup is urging Friends to write letters opposing torture.  The letters will be 
written to legislators and newspaper editors. 
 
Library (Clifford Ham) The committee is reorganizing the library’s books into a more usable system.  
Clifford Ham has met with the Electronic Communication and Resources Committee to coordinate work 
and is researching online databases for making our collection available on the web. 
 
Sierra Friends Center (Joyce Samati) Dorothy Henderson has become the head of the Woolman 
Semester.  Friends were encouraged to consider having family members enroll in the Summer and work 
camps available. 
 
 
Announcements 



 
The Meeting’s Summer locavore potluck with be held on July 13, 2008 after Meeting for Worship. 
 
On Friday June 27th, David Zarembka, a Friend, and Coordinator of African Great Lakes Initiative (AGLI) 
of the Friends Peace Teams, will speak at Berkeley Friends Church. His speech is titled   
"Peacemaking after Deadly Conflict: Healing and Reconciliation in Rwanda, Burundi, and Kenya." There is 
a potluck at 6 PM and his talk is at 7:30. 
 
The next Business Meeting will be on July 13, 2008 at 12 pm at Berkeley Technology Academy. 
 
The meeting closed at 1:50 pm with silent worship. 
 
Submitted by:  Katherine Youngmeister, Clerk;   Susan Burr, Alternate Clerk and Ralph Murphy, 
Recording Clerk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


